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FOREWORD

S St

' i . fascination of its
Rezegxr(ih fﬁgrﬁ)12atsl‘zeaﬁseggloir11n§;?ari}:rhg’? Zoaes in. for it, setting

own anc 1s .12 ; i ide- tes staring at

X aming, day-dreaming, w1.th wide-open €y I
kalg}[;c(’}sr eunseegn. V%hat if the written page, 81?0Wﬂbyeu(iwn“€;‘$
the passing years, could speak of the c}ays gone by V’illet e
scribe bent over it and rescued from oblivion the news K 12; ﬂ; s
then of paramount interest to the members of a Council, od
citizens of a town, or to the men and women of a grgat klx}lgd -oml
who had embarked on a gigantic scheme of empire-bul 1_1;{g:
Every page tells its own story: commercial, judicial or warli c%
political, private or public; joyful, unselfish or sad; a story o
life and often, too, alas! of death; a story oﬁ cont_ests waged, of
‘battles lost and won; a story of men who lived in oth_er days,
but were men just as we are, men swayed by petty passions and
interested motives, vaulting ambitions and love of family and race.
All this and much more is what the research worker in the field
of history sees in kaleidoscopic vision as he pores over the dust-
covered folios of the handwritten annals of the past.

There is such a thing as the language of stones; and the
history of many a country may be read in the monuments which
its former inhabitants erected in the sweat of their brow and left
behind them as a remembrance and a heirloom, as an encourage-
ment, a lesson or a warning. Similarly there is such a thing
as the language of manuscripts; and it is to those who are interest-
ed in this language and love to listen to it that this collection of
English documents, gathered from the files kept in the Bombay

Record Office, is presented, specially to such of them as would
fain follow the vicissitudes of fortune—

the humble beginnings,

“ the rapid growth, the partial eclipse, the renewed vigour and the

predominant ascendency—of a Ruling Family, whose members

in days gone by and even in our own days have figured large in

tl;eBhistésry of Gujarat, where they are known as the Gaikwads
of Baroda. ‘ i

__ The documents here published—to be followed, if God so
wills, by others referring to the same House—deal with

: the first
two Gatkwads. They do not make up a detailed and connected
historical narrative; they are. mostly unrelated . and . disjoined
sources of information about isolated events. |

Some of these



events are of a purely domestic character and of me |
significance; others transcend the narrow pale of pfle\gtémlrggﬁ
vidual interest and assume proportions of national conseq’uence.‘
But in every case, whether they concern the commonweal, the
family or the individual, their importance is obvious to an3; ong
who realises the end and aim of historical studies. '
~ History is a science, in as much as the historian must achieve
impartiality and divest himself of preconceived notions in mar
shalling the materials out of which the past is to be called back
to life. But the- historian is not an unthinking tabulating!
machine, assigning dates to events and arranging events in correct?
chronological order. Nor is his task solely concerned with sepa-
rating the wheat from the chaff. He must make the past, that
was dead, live again; and this he can never do, unless besides
being a scientist, he is also an artist. ’
Correct dates, undoubted facts and their unprejudiced inter-
pretation are the foundation of every historical structure; but
there is a diffe_rence between the foundation and the housc, that
rests on it. First the blade, then the ear, and after that the full
corn in the ear; and in the field of history this last stage of growth‘
is incompatible with mere tabulation and simple enumeration; it
implies deftness of touch in the art of representation. T
““ The historian is asked to bring the past to life. We ask
of him a great tapestry, crowded with figures, filled with shifting |
hghts, and crowds, and landscapes; and we insist sternly (though |
with perfect propriety) that he shall use no single thread for its
weaving that cannot be vouched for as to its colour, length and
weight by reference to his unvarying authorities, the scientiﬁci
facts. Can it be wondered that some, more nervous than their’
colleagues, prefer the humble office of spinning thread to the
arduous weaving of the great tapestry. One may respect their
caution. TFor thread must be spun and dyed, Defore it takes
its place in the woven picture. But their work at the spindles :
and the dye-vat, however valuable, is a mere preliminary to the '
great weaving, which is the full duty of a historian” (Ph. Guedalla, |
The Missing Musc—which is the muse of history). 5
Hence it is that imagination plays such an important part
in the work of historical composition as to be not only invaluable
but essential to the historian. 1t is indeed the historian’s chief
concern to conjure up the atmosphere of the past, to sce things
from the point of view and in the light in which they were seen
centuries ago, when circumstances of time and place and persons




vil

- 1s {ask no onge can
were poles apart from what ﬂ{cy :lu"c:q na:\é q;-rttil:fi(‘;q&{%n?pm'mm'nt.
successfully achicve, unless he oS high-strang” Acolian_harp,
unless his soul is tuned, like some gl G e < faintly
‘to pick up the ebbing vibrations of long fost MEsEASTR 5 THL
throbbing in the dark and silent night of by-gone days - Ln ey
‘remain subliminal stimuli in the case of the g‘rc:}.t majori ; -
fmen. For most men, imagination is synonymons W xﬂ.\ nvention;
igith the historian it is recreative and reconstructive; 1t ha..‘c,mm,s»

The medium of making that which was dead live and trivmph

Tover the grave.

I““'OverGibbgon, Froude, Macaulay, Michelet, Thiers and a host <‘»f
other names clearly show what an important share Art has the
writing of historical works. And tlis testimony is all the more
convincing, because with these writers the artistic clement pre-
dominates to such an extent as to make them forget that history
is also a science. They are not always reliable witnesses of the
past; and yet there is a glamour about their works that fascinates
the reader; and the latter has to be for ever on the alert not to
be carried away by the majestic stream of word-painting and
picture-building, without which, however, a work may be scien-
tiﬁcabut can hardly claim to be historical in the full sense of the
WOorda.

. In the light of these expository remarks on the nature of
history, the importance of the English documents contained in
this book need not be further expatiated on by way of proof.
For their study will contribute towards the foundafion of the
historical edifice that some enthusiastic worker may be attempted
to erect. They will rouse in him the recreative and reconstruc-
,tive imagination, and help him to weave a picture of the past in
lifelike colours. Everyone of these doc

_ Veryc uments is like a thread
.which—when the historian has ascertained its colour, its length
1ts weight and its strength—will enter in th that

i e great tapestry the
1s meant to represent the pageant of the pas%. bestry ﬂnt‘

Bombay, St. Xavier's College: June, 1936.






INTRODUCTION

General Survey of the History of the Gaikwads

is bri ch is meant to give a bird’s-cye view of the his-
tory’l(‘)lfna&rlégisllfgfads. Jut for .%\\'0 or thiree ‘mm(:n' chzmgvs, th‘(‘
reater part of it (1715-1862) is in the words of Licut, (,ol(n}cl R.
§Nallace, Resident at Baroda {from 1860 1o 1866, \\’all:xpe 5 ac-
count is brought up to date by making use of t)xg: information con-
tained in The Gazetteer of the Baroda Stale (edition, 1923).

The most distinguished of the first Maratha invaders who
levied contributions in Gujarat was Iﬂmndcm.o Dhabade, who,
having possession of the hill-fort of Songarh, which commands the
main route into the province from the Deccan, had harassed it for
many years, before he rose into such distinction as to receive the
office of senapati from the Raja of Satara about A.D. 1715.

The Gaikwads were {favourite adherents of IChanderao, and he
obtained for Damaji Gaikwad the title of Shamsher Bahadur and
the office of his mutalik or lieutenant in the year A.D. 1721,

Damaji Gaikwad and his patron died in the same year (A.D.
1721) and were succeeded, the former by his nephew, Pilaji, popu-
larly considered as the founder of the family, and ihe latter by
his son, Trimbakrao Dhabade.

In A.D. 1729 the Peshwa Bajirao first began to interferc in
the affairs of Gujarat and negotiated with the Mogul Viceroy to
relieve the province from the exactions and excesses of the seve-
ral Maratha invaders who (besides the Dhabade) infested the pro-
vince, on his making a formal cession to the Raja of Satara of the
chauth and sardesmukhi. This excited the hostility of the sena-

pati who formed a confederacy of the disappointed Maratha Chi
to oppose the designs of the Pscfzshwa. o Maratha Chicfs

_ Bajirao crushed this revolt
in a battle fought near Baroda on the 1st i in whi
- Trimbakrao Dhabade was killed. April, 1781, in which

at His young son, Yeshwantrao, was however confirmed as sena-

» and the collection of the Maratha, r i vt o cd.
| %d ’;;) him. Pilaji Gaikwad was al e In Gujarat entrust-
es
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Pilaji Gaikwad received at this time from the Raja of Satara
the' t1t_le of_ senakhaskhel or commander of the household troops,
which is still held by his descendants; and as the senapati was to
have the exclusive management of the Maratha interests in Guja-
rat, .he was able to get rid of, or reduce under his authority, all
the independent bands of marauders who had levied contributions
on their own account.

As the Court of Delhi would not ratify the cession of the
chauth, etc., which had been made by its Viceroy, Pilaji Gaikwad
considered himself released from restraint and began to make per-
manent conquests and settlements; but his career was cut short by
the hand of an assassin employed by Raja Abhaising of Marwar,
who had been newly appointed Viceroy by the Court of Delhi.

He was succeeded by his son, Damaji Gaikwad, in whose long
and active career of nearly 40 years the whole of Gujarat was
wrested from the Moguls. |

Damaji commanded his contingent with credit at the disas-
trous battle of Panipat and died in A.D. 1768. His death was the
signal for family dissensions, which eventually brought the State
into its present connection with the British Government.

Damaji had three lawful wives and male issue by each. His
first wife had one son, Govindrao. But Damaji’s eldest son, Sa-
yajirao, as well as Fatesing, were born of his second wife; and a
dispute arose between Govindrao and Sayajirao respecting the
succession. The Peshwa at one time took the part of one, and then

of the other; large sums were paid by both parties to the Poona & -

Government; but Fatesing, who was an able and encrgetic man,
managed the affairs of his brother so well that he finally obtained
the sanction of the Poona Government; and having the advantage
of the possession of the government, he succeeded in maintaining -
Sayajirao on the throne, while he himself acted as regent for his
brother who was of feeble character.

Fatesing, however, desired to strengthen his position as well
against the Peshwa as against Govindrao, and made somc over- .
tures to the Bombay Government with that view in A.D. 1772,
which however were not at that time accepted.

When the Bombay Government entered into the unfortunate
connection with Raghunathrao, the pretender to the Pcshwas}np,
in A.D. 1775, they dispatched a force under Col. Keating into
Gujarat to co-operate with him against the Peshwa’s army in that
province; and after a somewhat profitless campaign, during which
IFatesing maintained a species of armed neutralily, a treaty was
entered into with him by which the Gaikwad Government engaged
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to furnish a body of horse for Raghunathrao’s service, to pay to
him the arrears of revenue due to the Poona Government irom
Gujarat as well as 8 lakhs per annum for the future, and to cede
to the Bombay Government territory to the amount of more than
2 lakhs of Rupees; and on the other hand Raghunathrao was to
provide Govindrao with a jagir in the Deccan. .

All these proceedings of the Bombay Government were dis-
avowed by the Supreme Government as impolitic, dangerous, un-
authorised and unjust; and the connection thus formed between
the British and Gaikwad’s Government was dissolved accordingly.

The rupture, which took place between the Court of Poona
and the British Government a few years after, was the cause of an
offensive and defensive treaty with Fatesing concluded by General
Goddard on the 26th of January, 1780.

By this treaty, the Peshwa’s districts in Gujarat were divided
between the contracting powers; all those north of the river Mahi
were to fall to Fatesing, in consideration of which he ceded his own
districts south of the Tapti, called the Surat athavisi, his share of
Broach, and villages adjacent, and the district of Sinor on the
Narbada. Fatesing was to be relieved of the tribute he had paid
to the Peshwa at least till the close of the war, and he was to send
3,000 horse to the British army.

When peace was concluded with the Poona Government by
the treaty of Salbai on the 17th of May, 1782, by which the fore-
going treaty was in fact annulled, all the territory conquered from
the Peshwa in Gujarat was restored, and Fatesing Gaikwad was
placed on thefooting on which he stood at the beginning of the war;
he was to pay the usual tribute and perform the usual service to
the Poona Government for the future, while no demands were to
be made on him for arrears, and the Gaikwad State was guaran-
teed from dismemberment.

Fatesing Gaikwad died in consequence of a fall from an upper
storey of his palace on the 21st December, 1789. Govindrao was
at the time at Poona, and a younger son (by another wife) o
Damaji, named Manajirao, assumed the regency, which heret -
ed till his own death about the beginning of Auéust, 1793. .

. During the discussions as to the conflictin pretensions & hel
vindrao and Manaji, the Peshwa exacted large sums from the 1337
as he had done during the preceding disputes between GO0
%nd Fatesing; and now, before he would allow Govind2 3275

customs of S oy Oﬁ the Tapti, viz the Surat‘:{f? ==
urat, which had been previously c€¢
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and restored at the treaty of Salbai. This, however, being objected
to by the British Government asa dismemberment of the Gaikwad
State, the project was relinquished by the Peshwa, and Govindrao
set out on the 19th December, 1793, to assume the regency.

Aba Shelukar was the officer appointed by the Poona Govern-
ment (Bajirao II) to administer the Peshwa’s share of Gujarat.
His conduct in this office led to hostilities between him and Go-
vindrao, which ended in the former being defeated and made pri-
soner. As Aba Shelukar was a creature of the minister Nana
Fadnavis, whom the Peshwa hated, Bajirao had secretly incited
Govindrao to thisact, and rewarded him by granting him the farm
of these districts for a payment of 5 lakhs per annum.

Before Aba Shelukar had been overcome, however, the Gov-
ernor of Bombay, Mr. Duncan, had gone in person to Surat in the
year 1800, to assume the government of that city on the death of
the Nawab, and he had been directed by the Supreme Government
to endeavour to obtain from the Gaikwad the cession of his share
of the chauth of that city. '

Govindrao readily assented and granted also at Mr. Duncan’s
request the district immediately around, without any condition,
except that the Peshwa’s consent should be obtained to the gift.
He immediately after asked for aid against Aba Shelukar, which
application was evaded; but, as before stated, he was overcome and
taken prisoner shortly after.

Govindrao himself survived these events but a short time; he
died in September, 1800, and the family dissensions again dis-
turbed the peace of the province. To describe the origin of thesc
it is necessary to go a little back.

Damaji Gaikwad had a brother by name Khanderao to whom
he behaved with much liberality; and after Damaji’s death Khan-
derao had sided with Govindrao in his struggles with Fatesing,
and had taken up arms in his behalf. In consequence, Fatcsing,
when victorious, seized on a part of his jagirs and made him pay
peshkash for the remainder. ‘

Khanderao died in A.D. 1785 and was succeeded by his son
Malharrao, a good soldier and a bold, energetic man; and when Go-
vindrao succeeded to the regency, he naturally thought he should
be recompensed for his father's kindness to Govindrao, and that

the whole of his jagir would be restored to him. Disappointed n;
this, and irritated by some personal disfavours and by a demant
made on him for arrears of peshkash, he began to make prepara-

tions for war.
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At thesame time, Kanhoji, an illegitimate son of Govindrao, a
man of turbulent and daring character, also went into rebellion,
and eventually Govindrao surrendered himself to Malharrao, who
was in possession of the fort and district of Kurree [Kadi]. A
campaign ensued, in which the rebels were worsted, and Kanhoji,
taken prisoner. Malharrao, however, was evenfcually pardoned on
payment of a fine, and his jagir restored to him. This occurred
in A.D. 1794.

On the death of Govindrao in A.D. 1800, his eldest son,
Anandrao, was put on the throne; but a few days after, Kanhoji,
having corrupted his guards, regained his liberty, presented him-
self before the feeble and terrified Anandrao, who surrendered to
him the seals of the State, and submitted for a time to his influ-
ence. But Kanhoji's conduct was so overbearing that a cabal was
formed against him, at the head of which was Raoji Appaji, a
person who had served the late Govindrao, and he was again
thrown into prison.

The aged widow of Damaji Gaikwad for some cause or other
was dissatisfied at seeing Anandrao in the hands of Raoji Appaji
and the cabal, and invited Malharrao to come and take up the
regency. IHe immediately responded to the call of taking up
arms, and at the same time Kanhoji again escaped from confine-
ment and joined him.

Thus beset, Raoji Appaji resolved to extricate his Master and
himself once for all from the perils thickening around them; and
overtures were made to the Bombay Government to subsidise 5
battalions of sepoys, if Malhrarrao were reduced, and Anandrao
saved from the domination of his Arab soldiery, whose demands
for payment of arrears were of the most menacing kind, while their
fidelity was more than doubtful.

The required assistance was given, Malharrao was subdued,
taken prisoner, and sent to Bombay; Kanhoji was transported to
Madras; and the Arabs effectually curbed. Money was advanced
or borrowed on the British guarantee for the payment of the
troops, whose numbers were reduced, and the government of
. Anandrao placed beyond the reach of any domestic broils.

To secure these objects Raoji Appaji joined Mr. Duncan with
full powers at Cambay, and concluded with him first a conven-
tion, dated 17th March, 1802, and subsequently a formal treaty
was signed on the 6th of June; and on the 29th July following
Anandrao confirmed all the preceding stipulations.

The whole of these were eventually consolidated into a defen-
sive treaty dated 21st April, 1805, consisting of 17 articles drawn
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up under the authorisation of the Governor General in Council.

The next engagement into which the Gaikwad entered with
the British Government arose out of the events during which his
public minister, Gangadhar Shastri, at the time on a mission to the
Peshwa’s Court, was murdered by Trimbakji Danglia, the favourite
of Bajirao. This severed the connection between the Gaikwad and
the head of the Maratha Empire.

The Peshwa by the treaty of Poona, under date 13th June,
1817, and in the 4th article, recognised the dissolution in form and
substance of the Maratha Confederacy and renounced all connec-
tion whatever with the other Maratha Powers. ‘

In the 5th article he renounced all future demands on H. H.
Raja Anandrao Gaikwad, whether resulting from the former su-
premacy as executive head of the Maratha Empire, or from any
other cause; and he consented (for the annual payment of 4 lakhs
of Rupees by the Gaikwad) to discharge all pecuniary claims on
him on account of arrears.

By the 7th article among other cessions he assigned in perpe-
tuity to the British Government all his rights and territories in
Gujarat (with the exception of Ahmadabad, Olpad, and the an-
nual payment due by the Gaikwad) also the tribute of Kathiawar,
estimated after deducting the expenses of collection at 4 lakhs of
Rupees. \ ‘

By the 15th article he granted the farm of his share of the
city and province of Ahmadabad to Anandrao Gaikwad in perpe-
tuity for 4% lakhs of Rupees. N

On the 6th November, 1817, a supplement to the definitive
treaty of the 21st April, 1805, was signed by the Gaikwad and
ratified by the Governor General. .

By the 1st article the subsidiary force was increased by 1,000
native infantry and two regiments of native cavalry on the same
terms as the former subsidiary. o

By the 3rd article the Gaikwad ceded to the British Govern-
ment all the rights he had acquired from the perpetual farm of
the Peshwa’s territory subject to the city of Ahmadabad for tll_c
regular payment of the expense of the augmentation of the subsi-

diary force. ) e
By the 4th, 5th, 6th and 7th articles exchanges and cessions

of territory were arranged. . g
By ti}é 8th articlegthe Gaikwad engaged to b;’:ng’for\\;nrc’l‘lns
whole military resources to the assistance of the British _(',m,",r,l:{
ment, and engaged to maintain 3,000 horse at his own C:%‘Pil,:wftz o
its disposal; and the British Government agreed to consider i
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determine the pretensions of the Gaikwad to benefit by any parti-
tion of territory acquired by foreign wars.

The 9th article provided for the mutual surrender of offen-
ders.

The 10th article confirmed all articles of the definitive treaty,
dated 21st April, 1805, not contrary to the present engagement.

Another article was added on the 2nd October, 1818, by which
the district known as the Gaikwad’s Daskroi with the haveli in the
city, and the Kasbah of Mota, and the pargana of Tadkeshvar in
the Surat athavisi—including therein a cession on account of the
moglai dues in the Gaikwad’s Surat athavisi—were ceded in ex-
change for the districts of Dabhoi, Bahadarpur and Savli, in lieu of
what had been formerly given in exchange for them.

The above arrangements had for their object the consolida-
tion of the territories of the respective Governments in Gujarat,
and also to impose on the Gaikwad a more adequate proportion
of the military charges of the province; for, though his irregular
troops were maintained at a great expense, they were found want-
ing in efficiency, and the duty as well as the extra charges of field-
service fell upon the British Government. This was considered
reasonable, considering that by the late treaty with Bajirao the
Gaikwad had been released from the suzerainty of the Peshwa,
which had been always onerous as well as disagreeable; and his
entire independence was secured, except in so far as it was limited
by the treaties of friendship and alliance he had from time to time
contracted with the British Government. "

Anandrao Gaikwad died on the 2nd October, 1819. He was
succeeded by his younger brother, Sayaji, who had for some time
previous been regent. ' '

During his reign by a convention concluded with the Hon’ble
Mountstuart Elphinstone, Governor of Bombay, the Gaikwad Gov-
ernment agreed to send no troops into the lands of his tributarijes
in Kathiawar and Mahi Kantha, and to make no demand on them
except through the medium of the British Government; and the
latter engaged to procure payment of the said tribute, free of ex-
pense to the Gaikwad Government, agreeable to the perpegss?
settlement made with the tributaries in the ycars 1807-1808 z=7
1811-1812 respectively. . . ‘

This was the last public engagement. z.r:\*@\'zng any o E
in the territories of H. H. the Gaikwad or 1 his sovenis ™
or privileges, which was concluded with the British G 77

The convention was dated April 8ni. 1820, A

-

Savaiirao Gaikwad died on e 19 Sfocemom 1o
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succeeded by his eldest son, Ganpatrao,and the latter died on the
19th November, 1856, leaving several daughters, but no son: and
his brother Khanderao succeeded to the throne in his place on the
12th December, 1856. The present Maharaja [in 78627 has had
two sons, who both died in their infancy. The heir presumptive
at present is, therefore, his only surviving legitimate brother, Mal-
harrao, whose only son had also died in infancy.

_ The present sovereign and his brother are [in 1862] the only
lineal legitimate descendants of Pilaji Gaikwad, whoisalways look-
ed up to as the founder of the family; but there is a collateral
branch descended from Maloji Gaikwad, the brother of Pilaji,

(2862, P. D. 24, 573, Native Chiefs).

‘When Khanderao died, his brother, Malharrao, the successor
to the throne, was a state-prisoner at Padra; and the sudden
transition from confinement to uncontrolled power was his undoing.
In 1874 he was solemnly warned by the British Government, but
in vain. In the same year an attempt to poison the Resident, Co-
lonel Phayre, led to a series of inquiries, and from the depositions
of Malharrao’s servants it was concluded that their Master was
responsible for the attempt. In January, 1875, he was arrested
and tried, with the result that his deposition was resolved upon
and carried out without disturbance.

The now ruling Maharaja, as the son and heir of Khanderao,
thenascended thegadi. His reign presents a pleasant contrast with
that of his predecessor. To mention but a few details, a scientific
land revenue survey and settlement has taken the place of the
old policy of taxing at will; petty and vexatious imposts have been
abolished; departments of Government have been formed; old
laws have been amended; new codes have been framed; marked
educational progress has been made; sanitation and medical aid
have been fostered; a complete system of local sclf-government
has been built up; in a word, owing to the Ruler's enlightened
policy Baroda is on all hands acknowledged to be the most progres-
sive Indian State. )

This short survey may help the reader to form for'h.rmsclf‘a’
fairly complete idea of the Gaikwads of Baroda, their origin, Un:%x‘x
rise to power, their collapse, their renewed struggle for success,
their fight for independence, the dark days of their weakness and,
finally, the promisc of a new dawn with the beginning of the en-
lightened rule of His Highness Maharaja Sayajirao J11—a promise
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of better and brighter days, made good during a long reign of 60
years, to which it is our earnest wish and prayer that many more
years may be added.

The First Beginnings of Gaikwad Rule

The documents here collected refer to events mostly connect-
ed with Surat from 1721 to 1768. Hence, for the better under-
standing of these documents the following account of the Surat
Sarkar is here given by way of preliminary information.

The Surat Sarkar consisted of the city of Surat and 28 par-
ganas, known as the athavisi. The names of these parganas, to-
gether with the revenues that accrued from them in Mogul times,
are recorded in the Mirat-i-Ahmedi (T/e Mirat-i-Ahinedr Supple-
ment, G. 0. S. No. XLIII, 188).

In Sir Jonathan Duncan’s famous Minute of the 13th August,
1798, it is stated that *“ the present Castle of Surat is recorded to
have been constructed about the year 1543, when Sultan Muham-
mad Shah was king of Gujarat; soon after which, that province
fell by conquest under the dominion of the Mogul Emperor, whose
policy it appears to have been to keep the killadari, or command
of the Castle, distinct from the hakimi, or administration of the
town, providing for the garrison (of the Castle) by allotment of
territories (jagirs) and by the tankha or assignment of the revenue”
(Duncan’s Minute, pava 2; 1798, S. & P. D, 66).

This division between the Castle and the town came to an end
with the coming to power of Teg-Bakht Khan (1783), whose ap-
pointment by the Court of Delhi was little more than a formality,
since from the first he was practically independent; for, discarding
the official designation of mutasaddi or crown-clerk, which was
distasteful to him like wine smacking of the cork, he styled him-
self Nawab or Viceroy, and he strengthened his position by confid-

ing to his brother, Begler Khan, the care of the Castle; and by
appointing another brother, Mahmud Khan—Ilater known as Safdar
Khan—Naib or deputy-nawab in charge of the police and other
functions (Gaz. Bom. Pres. 11, 116). ' : '

From the very beginning of his administration, Teg Bakht
Khan set to work to fill his treasury by introducing new taxes and
by increasing the duties on goods passing through Surat. With
the same end in view he approached the Marathas. Though the
latter had been driven by Rustam Ali from the districts round

Surat (1723-1725), they had profited by the disorders of Sohrab
Khan’s governorship to make good their losses, and were once
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more the masters of the surrounding country up.to the walls of
Surat. Accordingly Teg Bakht Khan entergl il?tO negotiations
with the Gaikwad and in return for a yearly assignment of £23,600
(Rs. 2,36,000) acknowledged the Marathas” right to hold the lands,
round Surat and to collect their revenues. Finally Teg Bakht
Khan added to his revenue by withholding part of the subsidy due
to the admirals of the Mogul fleet, the Sidis of Janjira, who had
been entrusted with that office by Aurangzeb towards 1661 (Gaz.
Bom. Pres. Il 116-117).

Like Teg Bakht Khan, the English factors at Surat were eager
to extend their power and to improve their finances. They would
fain have forcibly appropriated the share of the Surat revenue
which the Sidis annually received as admirals of the fleet, the more
so as the latter were unable to afford adequate protection against
piracy to the merchant ships that traded with Surat. But they
did not venture to do so, lest the Sidis should join hands with the
Marathas against the servants of the Company. They had, there-
fore, to be satisfied with granting passes to traders, with making
an expedition against the Koli pirates at Sultanpur, and with
asking Teg Bakht Khan to transier the fleet subsidy from the Sidi
to the Company. But this request was not complied with; for Teg
Bakht Khan realised that, if the English were entrusted with the
command of the Mogul fleet, they would insist on being paid the
full subsidy. Hence his attitude towards the English changed by
degrees from friendliness to opposition (Gaz. Bom. Pres. 11 117~
118).
)To quote once more from Jonathan Duncan’s Minute: *“ Teg
Bakht Khan, dying in the year 1746, appears to have shortly
thereafter had for his successor as hakim, or governor of the town,
the Nawab Safdar Khan whose son, Wiqar Khan, entered at the
same time on the killadari, or command of the Castle. This peace-
able state of things proved, however, but of short continuance; for
in, or about, the year 1748 [the contest opened on the 23rd October
1747; see documents] a Said, named Miah Achind, otherwise known
under the name of Moyeen-ud-din, having married into the family
of Teg Bakht Xhan, was able to possess himself of the Cas’t.lc {from
Wigar Khan. Hethen applied for the assistance of Damaji, agrec:
ing in return to give up a fourth of the revenue of Surat; and by
his support and that of the English he was able to expel Safdflf
Khan from the darbar or civil government of the city; in whwfl} he
continued to rule till 1751, when he was in turn attacked by W zqzlf
Khan and obliged to abandon the town and seck refuge into t 1
Castle, which fell in consequence of these dissensions into the
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1ands of Sidi Masud, In the prosecution of the contest between
Wigar Khan and Miah Achind, the former is stated to have also
ipplied for assistance to Damaji on a stipulation that he should
njoy half the revenues of Surat; but, when the business was ac-
omplished, and his father, Safdar Khan, returned from Tatta
vhither he had proceeded on being in 1748 drawn [thrown] out by
Achind, objections were raised by the said Khan [Safdar Khan)],
vho had by this time resumed the administration, to the payment
of so large a proportion; and, instead of half, it was settled to give
Damaji only a third of the mokaut [makfa] and other income (Dun-
can’s Minute, paras 6,7; 1798, S. & P. D. 66). Damaji’s share was
called the chauth of Surat, whilst the revenue assignments which
the Nawab of Surat obtained from the Gaikwad, as above stated,
were termed moglai; but all the 28 parganas were in the hands of
the Gaikwad, and the Nawab was given assignments on these
mahals to the extent of Rs. 2,60,000. “ In 1752 Damaji agreed
among other concessions to cede to his superior, the Peshwa, one
moiety of his chauth or rather a third share of the Surat revenue”
(Duncan’s Minute, para 7; 1798, S. &. P. D. 66). In this parti-
tion, the territories of the Surat athavisi and the chauth of Surat
were equally divided; and the Nawab was given assignments from
the Gaikwad’s or the Peshwa’s parganas according to whom the
respective parganas belonged.

“ But dissensions soon after arose between Safdar Khan and
his relation, Ali Nawaz Khan, on the one part and the Sidi on the
other, so that in 1757 a negotiation was set on foot between them
[Safdar Khan and Ali Nawaz Khan] and Mr. Ellis, our Chief at
Surat, for expelling the Sidi from the Castle. But political consi-
derations prevented our [the English] then availing ourselves of
this offer; and other events intervened to create a difference be-
tween the Nawab [Safdar Khan] and Ali Nawaz Khan, who had
connected himself with the Sidis and the Dutch, and whose views
were ultimately directed to the nawabship, in which the said Nawaz
Khan had for opponent Faris Khan, a man who was at that time
also protected by the Marathas and secretly favoured by Safdar
Khan. This last circumstance appears to have induced the Bom-
bay Government to resolve in December, 1757, to open a corres-
pondence with him [Faris Khan]; but meanwhile Safdar Khan
died suddenly in January, 1758, supposed to have been taken off
by poison by his relation, the aforesaid Ali Nawaz, who became
thereupon Safdars’ successor in the hakimi or nawabship of Surat,
as had in 1756 the Sidi, Ahmad Khan [become] that [the successor]
of his father, Masud, in the custody of the Castle”” (Duncan’s
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M wute, para 8; 1798, S. & P. D. 66).

_ " The people of Surat appear, however, to have been so dis-
satisfied Wlt}l the Sidi and with Ali Nawaz that in the same month
of the latter’s accession they offered through Mr. Ellis to make up
for five years any deficiency of two lakhs of Rupees per annum in
the receipts from the tankha (an assignment for the support of
the fleet) and of the funds for the maintenance of the Castle, if the
Company would resolve to take possession of them; which they ap-
pear to have been again deterred from attempting, in dread of the
resentment of the Maratha Government, who had views at this
time of taking Surat to themselves, notwithstanding our having
in March, 1758, proceeded so far as to have entered into a formal
treaty with Faris Khan, stipulating to put him in possession of
the government of the town, taking to ourselves the Castle and the
fleet, Faris Khan being at the expense of the expedition, for which
he bound the phurja custom-house, besides two lakhs to be raised
by a vera or levy on the city, in lieu of plunder, to the army—and
other articles not material here to recite’”’ (Duncan’s Minute, para
9; 1798, S. & P. D. 66).

“ This suspension of proceedings on our part afforded time for
another revolution in Surat, occasioned by Miah Achind, alias
Moyeen-ud-din, who had on his dispossession in 1757 repaired to
Bombay; after which Achind was able by his own exertions, aided
by the support of the Sidi, Ahmad Khan, the Commandant of the
Castle, and [by] the influence of that branch of the late Teg Bakht
family into which he had married, to expel in December, 1758, Ali
Nawaz Xhan from the nawabship and to effect his own re-instate-
ment” (Duncan’s Minute, para ro; 1798, S. & P. D. 60).

‘““ Between the period of the discontinuance of our preparation
in the early part of 1758 in favour of Faris Khan and the end of
Ali Nawaz’s government in December following [December 1755],
lvarious] circumstances and a desire toanticipate the designs of the
Marathas or of any other European nation led in the beginning
of 1759 to a renewal of the intention to obtain for the Company
the Castle and the fleet and to fix Faris Khan in the civil govern-
ment or, if that was found impracticable, to make him Naib to
Achind” (Duncan’s Minute, para 11; 1798 S. & P. D. 60).

The attempt to dispossess Miah Achind of {he nawabship was
frustrated, and the English had to be satisfied with making Irars
Khan Achind’s Naib; “"and a treaty was entered into with z\chiz}d_
to that effect on the 4th March [7729], on which day the .Sx’c}z
agreed to give up the Castle and the flect” (Duncan’s dinste,
para 13; 1791, S. & P.D. 60).
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But before-embarking on this venture ““ letters were written
to the agents of Nana (¢.¢., the Peshwa) and Damaji and to Naro
Pant, the Commander-in-Chief of the Maratha fleet at the Bar, to
assure them that there was no intention to trench or innovate on
their Masters’ just rights and interests at Surat’ (Duncan’s Minute,
para 11; 1798, S. &. P. D. 66).

From the time the English secured the possession of the
Castle they practically controlled the affairs of the Nawab of
- Surat; and there followed a period of 40 years during which they
made persistent efforts to appropriate an ever-increasing share
of the Surat revenue. In 1800, on the extinction of the Nawab’s
line, they assumed the sovereignty of Surat. In 1802 they obtai-
ned from the Gaikwad the cession of the Surat chauth, and later
in the same year they also acquired the Peshwa’s share by the
treaty of Bassein. In this manner they became the sole masters
of Surat city in the year 1802.

Pilaji and Damaji Gaikwads

This brief survey of the Surat Sarkar, its political vicissitu-
des, internal dissensions, external insecurity will help to bring out
the meaning and significance of the documents here published.
In this collection of documents the growing power and the in-
creasing influence of the Gaikwads, notably of Damajirao, force
themselves on the mind. Damajirao’s hold over the country in
the neighbourhood of Surat is unquestioned; and in the game of
politics that was played at Surat it was Damajirao’s goodwill that
principally counted. Nobody cared to have him as an enemy;
and the English factors, shrewd merchants well versed in the
wisdom of the world, were scrupulously careful to cultivate his
friendship. They missed no opportunity of sending him presents,
and did so with such regularity that the presents may perhaps in
the eyes of some assume the appearance of an unofficial tribute.
In quarrels in which Damajirao kept neutral, success went to the
side that claimed his goodwill, as is duly called attention to in
the notes prefixed to the several sections into which the docu-
ments, dealing with Damajirao, are distributed. Damajirao’s
power and influence are further evidenced by his activities on sea.
Before the English possessed themselves of Surat Castle and assu-
med the office of admirals of the Mogul fleet, the Sidis had proved
themselves unable to extend adequate protection to the trading
vessels, which on their way from, or to, Surat, fell frequently a
prey to piratical marauders. Accordingly Damajirao before long
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created nis own fleet, cruising round about Surat in order fo

protect the shipping in the pirg.te—infested area. This fleet oftc:
furnished convoys to ships sailing for Kathiawar and the ports
of Sind. its headquarters were at Bilimora. ;
"T'wo sections in this volume contain references to Damalirao’s
fleet. In 1750, at the instance of the Dutch, the English factors at
Surat were ready to attack this fieet. DBut the Bombay Govern-
ment proved wiser than their servants at Surat, and made i clear
to them that Namsjirao was not looked upon at Eorubay as a
public enemy, and that his vessels should not be interfered with.
Thereupon the Dutch reconsidered their position and came to the

-

conciusion that Damajirac’s ficet should not be interfersd wita
scuth of the city of Surat. Anotner section mentions the friendly
atrangeieert negotiated by the English ambassador at Poona; it
resuited in Damajirao ordering his captains not to molest vesseis
trading under the Company’s protection.

From what nrecadss the main drift and the general tenor of
the docunients here published caa be easily inferred; and this is
why they are published under the caption: Pilaji and Damait
“zatkwads.

It only remains for the Editors to acknowledge their indeb-

. SN

tedness to the Government of Baroda for enabling them to make
this modest contribution to the history of the House of the Gaik-

wads.
Bombay, St. Xavier's College; June, 1956.

N.B.—The English documents are taken from various sour-
ces: the Surat Factory Diaries, the Secret and Poditical Departiiii
Diaries and the Public Department Diaries. At the beginning of
each document, its source of origin is given in abbreviated form,
according to the following scheme: the year to which the docu-
ment refers, the diary from which it is taken, and the number of

the diary.
The following abbreviations are used :
S. F. Surat Factory Diary. ]
S. & P.D. Secret and Political Department Diary.
P. D. Public Department Diary.

The marginal notes and other words printed in italigs do it
. . .. T
Jorm a part of the manuscripts, but have been added with a vie
to facilitate the reader’s {ask.
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home to the student that Filgjirac Gairwad waz cmong
{hc- foost successful Maratha Invaders of Gujarat, as the
C*

inkabitants and. the rulers of Cambay, Freach, Surat and™
Ahmadabad were zble to t2sify, so that at last the Ivogul

Vitei*‘oy, Sarbuland Khan, called on Eajirao to assist Ivm

AR (234

against. the Gaikwad, :- This was the first ¢ great struggle in
which~ Marathas fought against Mararhas tor the covated
leadership in Gujarat; the followers of Pilajirac Gailvwa
against the armies of Rajirao, the Peshwa.

) DOCUMENTS

Surat, 1st December,17i9 [1779-20, S. F. 611) 1719
,Our brokers informing us that they had wrote a letter (which was Pilai’s
accompamed with a-small present} {c nla]ﬂ the chief of the party’ oi .63
Gamrns2 now abroad, {n-inquire the occasion of their coming;-who re- "
turningZan answer that they came peaceably to demand their dues and
<hou1d*dc. ne quage to any ruerchants, we directed our brokers to .send

back{ke thinizés to the whltenmg place ; au:d the country-mercnants
did, the like. ... = . -

T Proba by S Gaikwad, who'is said to have. defea’red m 17“’! 0'1 army’ scnt
qgam t-him by Shalkh-‘ulushm, ‘s‘fu.a':sadx of SL at (’ Pe7A E ” ulutef, i 466) i

S0 Professos Nri&iBY abwwurai L zw'v"c:r 5. Colivzy, Emiay, Sanpdn Ll fedowin
:mo:matmn i Gantma or galimz : Ghamma; is used in Marathi in rr a‘
wzase of ‘locter’ or ‘ enemy . Eyco ioi it wes the appellation given by the
TIulnmma\h to the Lir 2ihag. £ &, .5 of the Maraib~s— -tn(ly i
Shivaji at any rate @nd of bis i follovers—me known as gmmm kave ~r

guerrilla w 'anarA az 0pIncd & baiils furglit betwoan opro<ine armies.

ey
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Bombay, 19th August, 1720 (1719-20, P. D. 14)

Received two letters from our Chief and Factors at Surat, advising
that the news of Chin Kilich Khan’s [Nizam-ul-mulk) success against
the Nawab of Aurangabad' made him [Shaikh-ul-Islam) very cool.

Bombay, 10{71 November, 1724 (1724, P. D. 24)

The Chief and Factors at Surat, advise us that the King is much
troubled at the loss of the battle of Duan? between Nizam-ul-mulk and
Amanat Khan and for the death of the latter with his two sons. That
the King had thereupon resolved to take the field himself against Nizam-
ul-mulk ; but was persuaded to the contrary by Condora and Commo-
dore Khan, two great omrahs®. They likewise advise that the King'is
displeased with Rustam Ali Khan for not joining with Amanat Khan
according to the orders he had received; that he has now an army of
four thousand horse and three thousand foot, and is going about four
kos from Surat to oppose a party of Nizam-ul-mulk’s forces, joined with
the Ganims who are marching that way. :

Cambay, 23rd February, 1725 (1723-25 S. F. II. 612)
Daniel Innes to John Couriney.®

The face of affairs in general seems to tend to a revolution in the
King’s disfavour and by Chin Kilich Khan's [Nizam-ul-mulk] power to be
held by strong hand. It is said last Friday Hamid Khan was received in
the city of Ahmadabad. He has given the government of this place to
one Mir Momin, who has appointed Looloji his deputy. The latter is
arrived at Petlad, whereof he is likewise governor, and [is] expected here
in a day or two; when, if the Ganims depart, Gujarat trade will go
on as usual.

Bombay, 21st September, 1798 (1798, S. & P. D. 66)
Duncan’s MinnleS. '
The present Castle of Surat is recorded to have been constructed

revenue ghout the year 1543, when Sultan Muhammad Shah was King of Guja-

rat; soon after which that province fell by conquest under the dominion
of the Mogul Emperor of Delhi, whose policy it appears to have been

1 This is an allusion to the battle of Balapur, of which Irvine gives a detailed
account (Irvine, Lafer Mughals, II, 47——50). On that occasion the Gaikwad
family first rosc from obscurity, Damaji receiving the title of Shamsher-Bahadur
(Wallace, Tke Guicowar, §).

2 It has been impossible to identify Duan. According to Irvine the battle
was fought on the 11th October, 1724, at Shakar-khera, now .known as Fath-kherm,
in the southern part of Baldana District, Berar, some 80 miles from Aurangabad,
The details about Mubariz IKXhan, (Amanat) and his two sons are ('f?:’{ohﬂ:';t(trl
by Grant Dufl (History of the Malkraltas, 1, 362) and by Irvine (Later Muskals, 1,
142—150).

3 It has been impossible to identify the omraks here mentioned.
may stand for Khanderao, and Commodore for Kamal-ud-din.

4 7he concluding sentence points to Nizam-ul-mulk’s growin
was now virtually independent (Irvine, Later Mugthals, 1, 154):
why the Marathas, among whom were Pilaji and Kanthaji, were re

5 Danicl Innes, Chief at Cambay; John Courtney, Chiel at Surat.
6 Jonathan Duncan, Governor of Lombay.

Conlws

g infinence, e
and this explainy
ady to join him,
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to keep the killadari or command of the Castle distinct from the hakimi
or administration of the town; providing for the garrison by allotments
of territory (jagirs) and by tankha or assignments on the revenue, which
appear to have become less productive from about the year 1720, when
Shujaat Khan, the Nazim or Viceroy of Gujarat, and his brother Rustam
Khan, the hakim or Mutasaddi (civil officer) of Surat, are related
to have been slain in battle! by Hamid Khan, supported by Pilaji, the
father of Damaji and ancestor to the present Gaikwad princes, who
used thereafter to collect annually on his own account a part of the
revenue, over the whole of which the Government of this branch of the
Marathas is said to have become fully established in, or before, the year
1734, the towns of Surat and Cambay and their dependencies and some
others on the coast excepted.

Broach, 23rd December, 1772 (1772-73, S. F. 662)
Anecdote regarding Broach?.

About 50 years since (Broach being then under the subahship of
Gujarat) one Shujaat Khan got the better of Hamid Khan and expelled
him from the city of Ahmadabad. Hereupon, he (Hamid Khan) being
a relation of Nizam-ul-mulk, wrote to him for his orders how he was
to act, whether he should remain in the neighbourhood of Ahmadabad
with such forces as had continued firm to him (and from his situation
was under no apprehension of an attack) or proceed to Deccan. Nizam-
ul-mulk directed him to remain where he was, and he would send a body
of Marathas to join him, with orders, if Shujaat Khan fell into his hands,
to cut him off. Shujaat Khan going a mulkgiri or collecting the tributes
of the country, and being returned near to Ahmadabad, advice thereof
was brought to Hamid Khan, who, with what people he had, made a
forced march in the night, fell upon Shujaat Khan (who was killed in
the action) and regained possession of Ahmadabad. Advice of this
transaction being brought to Rustam Ali Khan, the Governor of Surat
and younger brother to Shujaat Xhan, he directly set out for Ahmadabad,
and in his company Pilaji Jadav Gaikwad, Fatesing’s grandfather. At
a place called Adas, they were met by a party of Marathas, (who) attack-
ed Rustam Ali Khan, defeated and killed him. Hamid Khan being thus
firmly seated in the government of Ahmadabad and having no further
occasion for the Marathas, composed of three different bodies, namely
the Pawars, the Cuntars® and the above Pilaji, wanted to discharge
them, but they insisted upon being satisfied for their services; Hamid
Khan accordingly gave the two first, assignments on the lands of dif-
ferent countries, and to Pilaji an order on Broach for payment of about
3 or 4 lakhs. Pilaji hereupon assembled the landholders and desais
of the different districts, demanding payment of this money in conse-
quence of Hamid Khan’s orders. In answer to which these people

1 Rustam Al Khan was killed on the 21st February, 1725, in the bafile of

Arras, of which Irvine gives a detailed description drawn from Persian sgurees
(Irvin, Later Mughals, 1Y, 176—183), SoRD

2 71his anecdote, of Maratha origin, is chronologicalls split up into fhess —z=ss
See Index, anecdole, & T SICay <P P TR0 thres pars

3 The followers of Udaji Pawar and Kanthaji Bande. T&: Gazriirre o7 she Spes
State calls them Pawars and Bandes (I, 444). ! TR AR
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replied that, the country being ruined by wars, it was not in their power
to comply with the Khan's orders. Pilaji then carried them prisoners
to Songarh, his head place, about fifty miles distant from Surat.

Bombay, 6th March, 1725 (1723-25, S. F. II, 612)

William Phipps to John Courtney'.

~ We have received yours of the 16th, 19th, and 25th ultimo, and there-
in observe the accounts you give us of the death of Rustam Ali Khan
and the proceedings of Hamid Khan, etc., to whom the Governments
of Baroda and Broach have readily submitted. We wait to hear the
resolution of the late Governor’s son, and what treatment the city may
probably meet with, if any opposition is made against his forces quietly
taking posession thereof.

Cambay, 6th April, 1725 (1723-25, S. F. 11, 612)
Daniel Innes to John Couriney.

It- was very unhappy her (the Sloop) not arriving a day or two
sooner; for the same: midnight we had multitudes of poor people from
all parts round the country flocking to the city, and the gates were
opened to receive them all, the Ganims being then within ten miles;
and by nine or ten in the morning several parties of freebooters ravaging
under the walls, ten or eleven carts coming from a Portuguese pol?, where
the sloop now lies, were all plundered. I yesterday hired two boats at
the Bunder, in hopes to send the bales in them after the sloop. The
Governor and the Ganim that is [appointed] for the collection of the quarter
part, it is true, offered me 80 horse tc go with them to the water-side for
their security, but at the same time telling me they would not answer
for what the freecbooters might do. The person sent {from the city to the
Generals? is just returned. They demand five lakhs of Rupees. I
believe it will cost the city one lakh at least, which, as all that the Banyas
and merchants are willing to throw in their mite, will not be so much
felt. Two of the Generals are at a garden just out of the city; and the
other two, four kos off.

Cambay, Tth April, 1725 (1723-25, S. F. 11, 612)
Daniel Innes to John Courtuey.

Since my address of yesterday this town has been near sacked and
burnt by Pilaji’s forces; but by the protection of the Almighty we are
likely to be safe. About 3in the afternoon they sct fire to an out-town
adjoining to the city; the wind then proving southerly, it has donc us
no damage, and is now near extinguished. We have set fire ourselves
to a large house without the walls, that otherwisc might have

annoyed us.

Before this happened, the town had sent a person to nogotmtc terms
for them with Pilaji through Kanthaji as mediator. The h“w;':
appointed by the Sau Raja to this place and the adjacent for the
1 William Phipps, Governor of Bombay.
2 Pol, a gate, an enclosed ward of a city {(Whitworth).
3 From the next letter it is evident that Pilaji and Kanthaji were amony
generals hiere mentioned.

the
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collection of his 1/4th part, and therefore a sort of a protector. He

sent the before-mentioned person to Pilaji with a pass, directing him to
hint that the place belonged to him and withal to offer a present of 20,000
Rupees, for him to leave the place. Pilaji made him a prisoner, which
Kanthaji so highly resented that we all saw from the wall a severe
skirmish between them, which ended by the flight of some thousands of

Pilaji’s forces two or three miles. The report is 1,500 or 2,000 men are'

killed on both sides!. They have been obliged through their own in-

terest to join again in counsel, having received an expressfrom Hamid

Khan to repair to meet him on sight of his letter, who is gone from
Ahmadabad and now at Matars, which is half way between this place
and the former. The occasion of this sudden departure is said to be by
some of his forces having deserted him together with the severe invective
he has lately received from his nephew the Wazir, who has ordered his
repair immediately to him at Aurangabad, through which we hope to
be delivered from the danger we at present lay under, and live to a free
trade again. You will be pleased per express to advise the President
and Council of our present condition.

Cambay, 8th April, 1725 (1723-25, S. F. 11 612)
Daniel Innes to John Couriney.

Since mine of last night I have the inexpressible satisfaction to
acquaint you the Ganims have articled with the city and depart two days
hence on condition of a lakh and ten thousand Rupees to be paid them in
a reasonable time after; the sum will hardly be felt, and it will be ac-
counted next to a miracle if the city is thus freed from them.

Cambay, 11th April, 1725 (1723-25, S. F. 11, 612)
Daniel Innes to John Couriney. ;

I have not received any answer to my several addresses since the
arrival of the Ganims. My last advised they had agreed with the city
for a lakh and ten thousand Rupees, for the collection of which Kanthaji.
has sent his Diwan with a party of men into the city; the worst step
that could be permitted; for the city is now entirely at their mercy, and
I can make no judgment of its condition, as our lives and fortunes are
dependent on the caprice of arnied villains, [who] among the rest have
cessed me 5,000 Rupees. 1 have absolutely rcfused the payment,
pleading our firman, etc., friendship with Sau Raj; all which they
laugh atf, and have renewed their threats. It will be ridiculous to talk

1 Pilaji and Kanthaji were rivals rather than friends; and disputes about the
division of the spoils, won in previous military engagements, led to dissensions
which culminated in a struggle at Cambay (Gaz. Baroda State, I, 440 : Grant’
Dufi, History of the Mahrattas 1, 364). ’ :

2 Hamid Khan, who feared nothing more than disagreement between his two
supporters, exerted himself to compose their differences. He appointed the districts
north of the Mahi to Bande [Kanthaji) and those south of that river, namely Baroda,
Nandod, Champaner, Broach and Surat to Pilajirao (Gaz, Bar. State, I, 441
Irvine, Later Mughals, 11, 184). P '

3 A village near Kaira ; Pilaji secems to have complied with Hami * X
quest (Irvine, Later Mughals, I1, 184). PHEC with Hamid Khan's re-

4 Irvine, Later NMughals, II 184,

. & Grant Duff, History of the Mahrattas, 1, 384 ; Forbes Ras Mala, 359
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of withstanding their power, so that, if they oblige me to pay it or any
sum under, I must not risk the Right Hon’ble Company’s thanas and
bales of the investment with the fortune of those Gentlemen in my care
so as to insist [on] a denial longer than I can handsomely come off on it;'
for otherwise I have too many reasons to believe they will set fire to the
factory. I, therefore, entreat you advise express as likewise in what
manner I may expect to be reimbursed. I shall only add my endeavours
for the best of this nice juncture shall not be wanting to the Company’s
honour as well securing part of their estate here as the private [property].

. P.S—~Their demands are come to 3,000 Rupees. I have hopes
given me, should the Ganims not go till these springs are over, of a safe
passport for the thanas and bales of the investment. But, should it
happen otherwise, please to send me your orders whether I must return
the sloop and boat these springs.

Cambay, 15th April, 1725 (1723-25, S. F. II 612)
Daniel Innes to John Courtney.

This morning early all the Ganims left this city except about 200
that are left here for the collection of the remainder; which is about
30,000 Rupees, for security of which the merchants have delivered them
4 hostages.

Enclosed is invoice of the thanas, made up to the 5th instant, which
day I was in great hopes I should have put them aboard. I shall receive
the amount of Goverdon, but at present he and his son will not appear,
being frightened lest the Ganims, that are here for the collecting of the
remainder, should lay hold or them both on their own account and the
demand they made on the Factory. I have sent to them several times to
stay here, but to no purpose. Bairam has paid no more than 500 Rupces;
and as the power is gone, that forced it, he shan’t pay a picc more, as I
think a forced promise is not binding; and as for the 200 men that are
here, I fear not their menaces. A few days will let us sce what hopes
we have of trade going on as usual, which can only [bc] by the King's
forces arriving at Ahmadabad, the Ganims designing for their own country.

Cambay, 19th April, 1725 (1723-25, S. F. 11, 612)

Daniel Innes to John Couriney. .
Yesterday I was honoured with your favour of the 15th instant;

by mine of said date you will perceive how I have acted on the Ganims’
exactions by their happy departures; which, I hope, will mect with the
President and Council of Bombay’s and your approval; since which
they here have charged a dakhla of 2} per cent on all goods [ox: wwhick) }hc
King receives customs; but failing in their expectations of rccm‘ung
from us what they first forced a compliance to, they will hardly :I'ttl.ln}pt
to lay it on those in the factory, which otherwise they might have ;{i“,f
emboldened to do, though to no purpose; while they continue, there

can be no thoughts of trade.

Bombay, 23rd April, 1725 (1723-25, S. F. 11 612)

Bombay to Surat. )
Your letter of the 15th st ]
give us an account of the troubles by the Ganims

ant reached ns the 22nd, wherein vou
about Cambay, and that
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Mr. Innes was obliged for security of the factory and the Hon'ble Com-
pany’s effects to consent to the payment of 2,000 Rupees, which, in the
light he represents it, we do not see it could be prevented, without risking
greater loss, but are sorry to find they were no sooner withdrawn from
that city than that a great body of Kolis appeared before the walls,
whereby the danger was renewed, and whether, therefore, he be able
to return the sloop and boats with what of our Hon'ble Masters’ effects
were lying in such jeopardy, as you expected, the last springs.

Cambay, 4th May, 1725 (1723-25, S. F. 11, 612)
Daniel Innes to John Couriney.

I am glad you approve of my not paying more than the 500 Rupees
if [4n] no apparent danger; which shall govern me. I see none at present
without the whole body of the Ganims should again visit this city, which
none here have any apprehensions of, though they have not, as it was
thought they would, yet left these parts, Pilaji with the other two
generals are about Baroda, and Kanthaji at Nadiad.

Hamid Khan is not out of Ahmadabad, but the bazar news is that
he intends with all the Ganims to leave these parts shortly; and I am
of the same opinion. By his great oppressions the shroffs and mer-
chants at Ahmadabad are daily running away; he cesses the houses;
and as he catches a man, according to his estate squeezes him. He has
sent here [Cambay] 30 horse with two officers, whom he has given bills on
the Government towards the payment of some of his troops for one
lakh and fifty thousand Rupees. To enable him to comply therewith,
as the King’s customs collected here are a trifle to that sum, every house
is cessed at 12 Rupees, and orders [are given] for [¢he] seizing of about 50
of the head shroffs and merchants in the city to demand of them the
advancing of the above sum, and on their refusal to send them to him,
which occasioned a great many last night to run away. On the other
hand, the Ganims, left here, are not yet gone, wantirig, as they say,
10,000 Rupees of their agreement; but the merchants clamour and say,

iff the bill make up [is made up] accordingly, they will find two lakhs
or one.

Cambay, 6th May, 1725 (1723-25, S. F. II 612)
Daniel Innes to John Courtney.

1725

Maratha
threats

Hamid
Khan

- 1725

Everything is in the same posture as when I wrote you last, excej)t Situation
50 horse more arrived yesterday from Hamid Khan on the same score 4 Caribay

as the former. They have lessened their demand to 5 Rupees per house
on wlpch some of the merchants have crept out of their holes; but f
wish 1t may not be a trapan. No manner of business can go on while

Hamid Khan’s people and the Ganims stay
e p s stay here on the account they are

Cambay, 13th May, 1725 (1723-25, S. F. II 612)

: Pre
Daniel Innes to John Courtney. '

Hamid Khan’s people have forced from the
merch =
:)‘f] 13’5,2%0 ngileg:s to be gathered in the mznner as the Ganzgi? eavg’rzl
lien they, finding it impractable to mzke the o i poos 7S
much per house, they sent here iz ize fa o n omith the pocz£3

A’;

't

wczyi to demand 1,600 557

I ot



Hasmid
Khan

1725

* "Peace

1726

Fight with
Marathas

1726

. Pilaji and
Droach

Pilajs
plunders

8 THE GAIKWADS OF BARODA

The first time they went back with a put off; the next, with a flat denial ;
and I have not heard from them since further than that the Government
and the Ganim {ellow here have advised them to desist, the latter adding
that the English even would not pay them. They are but 200 men,
and I am under no manner of apprehensions of danger.

God send the news we have {from Ahmadabad be tiue, which is that
Hamid Khan leaves that place on Sunday next with Kanthaji the Ganim,
who now waits for him at the King’s garden there. 7The bazar news is
the King’s forces are not above 100 miles from them.

Cambay, 29th December, 1725 (1723-25, S. F. 11 612)
Daniel Innes to John Courtney.

This is to advise you that on the 29th instant Sarbuland Khan's
son arrived at the garden a mile from town, with about 35,000 horse
and 15,000 foot. The day before, they had a small skirmish with the
Ganims, and killed about 40 of them; and yesterday came into the town
their Khan, the new Governor appuinted by Sarbuland Khan,

Cambay, 27th January, 1726 (1723-25, S. I. 11, G12)
Daniel Innes to John Courtuey.

The Governor of this place has received advices of another fight
or skirmish the King's people have had with the Ganims!; in which,
as he has informed our broker, they have been so fortunate as to kill
Pilaji, wound Kanthaji, and get their clephants; the latter they have
likewise surrounded, and hope to take; for which news the Govcrm,y
gave the person that brought it a scerpao.? \When I hear further parti-
culars, I shall advice [ yo1] by pattemar.

Broach, 23rd Dccember, 1772 (1772-73, S. F. 662)
Anecdote regarding Broach. .

At this time the Moguls, esteeming their Government well establish-
ed, kept only an officer of inferior rank with about 200 men at Broach
for the collection of their revenue. Pilaji, taking advantage hereof,
expelled the Mogul officer and people and put in his own forces under
the command of Tulaji Colbaine. This man remained in the place
about cight or nine months ; but a rumour prevailing that Pilaji was dead,
he immcdiately set out for Songarh, leaving Broach in the hands of the
Kasbatis (Muhammadan soldiers who scrve anyone for pay, and are
often sccurity for the revenues arising from the land) with dx’n:.'ct:(‘)p'.«:
to them not to deliver it to any Maratha but himself, Upon  Tulajt's
arrival at Songarh, he found Pilaji alive, who severely rebuked him for
his conduct in quitting Broach, and ordered him to go hack agun; but
the Kasbatis would not admit him. )

About this time Hamid Khan was removed by the King from Alma-
dabad, and the command given to Sarbuland Khan, who :w;-‘»ﬂtr}tf‘f’
Abdullah Beg, Hamid Khan's great-grandfather, governor ol Broach,

A L
@ ,},”:".“—“ £iTite

1 W, Irvine speaks of twa pitehed batthbys in which the Maristlos sotf | e
derable Iosses 5 the one at Sajitra near Petlul, the other ot Kapwlvang l" n:;.:“» ’;,'.';
af Ahmadabad on the castern banks of the Molar giver {lrvine, Later Jrusidbd,
11, 191), . oo mensiy by

2 The saropa would perhaps pot have been prven, had the Gavernor Prorwd
that Pilaji had not been killed,
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which the Kasbatis surrendered to him. The Marathas under Pilaji
began then to be very troublesome, plundering and destroying the coun-
try. Abdullah Beg hereupon invited the Pawars! to his assistance, pro-
mising them, if the joint forces expelled Pilaji, he would satisfly them
handsomely for their trouble.

The country continued in a state of confusion by both parties plun-
dering the villages, etc. for about one year, when Sarbuland Khan being
recalled from Ahmadabad, the Pawars retired, and Pilaji remained in
this country. Shortly after Nizam-ul-mulk coming to a place called
Haddanny about 80 kos from hence, he ordered Abdullah Beg to attend
him, which he accordingly did, leaving the charge of this place with his
relations. Upon Abdullah Beg’s arrival at the court of Nizam-ul-mulk,
he, in order to secure the quiet of the country, made up matters between
Abdullah Beg and Pilaji. It was then first settled that the Broach
revenues should be shared equally between them, and the Marathas
have an officer in town with a proper number of men for collecting their
shares of its revenue.

Cambay, 19th February, 1730 (1729-32, S. F. 614)
Daniel Innes to Henry Lowther.?

Yesterday from the Bombay Ketch on.................. that
evening tide at the bunder, I was..............coviiiitt, coes
of the 10th instant the Sloop arrived the night..................
15th and 16th; and I have not yet been able to unload’..........
and the whole of the city being in utmost confusion at the approach of
the Ganims!, who are in great number now round the town; but, as the
Governor has been alert on this occasion, I hope they will be soon moving,
when they find they are able to do nothing; as likewise we hearing they
design for Petlad, which is an open town, wherein is about 1,500 of the
Nawab’s people, and the town’s people are most sepoys, so that, if the
Ganims come to any hostility, they may meet with a warmer reception
than they may expect there, without their numbers overpowering them;
from thence it's talked they design for Dholka and the villagers about
Ahmadabad. You may easily imagine at this juncture I have not been
able to put what bales I have already to be cleared in the English name
on board the Ketch, as likewise what may offer belonging to the country
merchants for the latter. The Governor at this juncture will never be
brought to clear them till the Ganimsmove off; and he has as handsomely
as he could refused me; telling me the presence of the Sloop and the
Bombay Ketch in a great manner contributes to the safety of the city;
and earnestly, therefore, entreating me not to deprive the city of that

1 Bajirao applied to the Mogul Viceroy for the right to levy chauth and sardes-
mukhi, promising to protect the country from the inroads of Pilaji and Kanthaji.
His request was not granted. But the Viceroy allowed the Peshwa to send Udaji
Pawar to operate against Pilaji (Gaz. Bar. State, I, 442).

2 Henry Lowther, Chief at Surat.
3 The opening lines of the letter are partly illegible.

4 A,letter from Cambay dated 25th March, 1730 states that Chimanaji Appa.;
Bajirao’s brother, was in command of the Maratha soldiers here mentioned (Wal-
lace, The Guicowar, 15 ; Gaz. Bar. State, 1, 442—443). How Chimnaji protected

Gujarat from Pilaji and Kanthaji may be gathered from this letter and from the two
letters immediately following.
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benefit for two or three days ; which, as I could neither unload the Sloo
or put any goods on board the Ketch, I have tacitly complied with, yelt)
nothing shall be wanting in both for the speedy unloading of the Sloop
and putting what freight I can get on board the Ketch, as I shall have
any the least opportunity.

Surat, 5th March, 1730 (1729-32, S. F. 614)
Daniel Innes to Henry Lowther.

I should have despatched the Ketch sooner, but for the dilatoriness
of our Govemnment in chopping! the bales, occasioned through their
continued apprehensions of the Ganims, though their main body moved
off the night between the 20th and 2Ist instant to Petlad, where they
still are. Nevertheless flying parties gave the villages about continual
alarms, which occasioned daily people flocking into the city from thence.
The Ganims demanded, while they lay round the city, three lakhs of
Rupees; but nothing as yet has been paid them off. From Petlad they
demand two lakhs and a half of Rupees, but as yet the town has come
to no terms of agreement with them; and being an open place, doubtless
they will be obliged to comply with some part of their demands.

Cambay, 25th March, 1730, (1729-32 S. F. 614)
Danicl Innes to Henry Lowther.

The Ganims under Chimnaji Raja, it is said, before they left Petlad,
got from the town near two lakhs of Rupees; whence they moved off
Dholka way. They took several carts loaded with Ahmadabad and
Dholka goods to the value, as the loss is reckoned, of about three lakhs
of Rupees ; after which they took a tour towards Kapadvanj?, but re-
turned unexpectedly to Dholka, which town they attacked; but meeting
with some resistance they have pillaged the greatest part of it; the loss
sustained cannot as yet be known, but must be vastly great; multi-
tudes say a crore of Rupees; others more moderate say half at least.
This to be done, and so near the Nawab, makes it plain that he is far
from having at heart the good or safety of Gujarat; they threaten this
town {Cambay] with another visit, and the Government is upon their
guard. How it may be, time must discover. ]

Kanthaji with his forces, consisting of about 5 or 6,000 Ganims, are
come from Powagur? on this side of the river, where, it is said, he is
joined with 5 or 6,000 more of the forces that go under the name of
Pilaji's power. The route they take is said to be Gogo way. The pre-
sent prospect is nothing but ruin, not only to trade but to the inhabi-

tants of Gujarat.

Cambay, Tth April, 1731 (1729-32, S, F. G14)

Danicl Innes to Henry Lowther. |
Chimna Raja [Chimnaji, Bajirao's brotker] has lately had a very con-

siderable advantage over the joint forces of Pilaji and Kunthaji. i b

1 Chop is properly a seal-impression {Holran-Jolran), '

2 40 miles east of Ahmadabad on the exstern tanks of the Mohar river (fovion
Later Mughals, 11, 191, Sarkar's notc).

3 Pavagarh, a historic hill-fort in the Panch Mahale {Imp, Gar Infia, N5
79—80),
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former has agreed with the Maharaja (Bajirao) for 13 lakhs of Rupecs,
the quarter part for all Gujarat; six of which the Maharaja paid him
down, the remainder to be paid on his leaving these parts, but conditio-
nally no other Ganim Power, beside Chimnaji, shall enter into Gujarat;
which Chimnaji promised to hinder, should Kanthaji's or Pilaji's forces
attempt it. Somec days sincel, they came to an engagement within 3
or 4 miles of Baroda, wherein Chimnaji had the advantage. Kanthaji
fled, Pilaji is wounded and run into Dabhot Fort with 2 or 3,000 men;
Trimbakrao, a great general, [ss] killed; Pilaji's son [is] killed; 4 or 5,000
men [are] killed of Kanthaji and Pilaji; and Chimnaji.is said not to have
lost 1,000 men. 17 Elephants, it is said, Chimnaji has taken with 10
camels of treasure and four or five thousand horses without their riders
with their tents and baggage?...... ..ottt iiiiiiiienn,
Khan’s son, nephew to Chin Kilich Khan [Nezam-ul-mulk] who, it is
said, commanded 5,000 Moormen belonging to Chin Kilich Khan
in the lascar of Kanthaji and Pilaji, he is said likewise to be killed. Udaji
Pawar, a commander of 15,000 horse, is taken prisoner. It is to be
hoped that the consequence of this ..........surrending of Baroda
into the Maharaja's people...........ocvvvvenie e ..l B per cent
is in Pilaji’s; Chimnaji's forces have surrounded Dabhoi’s Fort, that
Pilaji is in. What makes the action the greater (is that) Chimnaji had
but 15,000 ot 16,000 horse, and the joint forces of Pilaji and Kanthaji
are said to have been upwards of 50,000.

Cambay, 10ih April, 1731 (1729-32, S. F. 614) 1731
Damel Iunes to Henry Lowther.

Kanthaji, we hear, is making towards the Deccan; Pilaji is still Pilaji
at Dabhoi Fort.

1 The battle of Bhilapur was fought on the st April, 1731, according to the
Gazeltecr of the DBaroda Slate, I, 444 ; on the 11th April, 1731, according to Irvine,
Later Mughals, 251. This discrepancy may perbaps be accounted for by the dif-
ference between the Julian and the Gregorian calendars.

2 For an account of the battle of Bhilapur from Persian sources, see Irvine,
Later Mughals, 11, 251—252. By way of a footnote Jadunath Sarkar has added two
illuminating extracts from Maratha sources published originally by G. S. Sardesai,
one of them being a letter from Bajirao, which runs as follows: * Trimbak Rao
Dabhare, Udaji Anand Rao Puar, Kanthaji Raghuji Bande, Pilaji Gaekwar, and
Chimanaji Dada [Damodar] with 30,000 men came to fight me. 71he battle took
place on the 45‘.h_.Sharwal five kos from Dabhoi. Trimbak and Zavaji Dabhare,
Maloji Puar, Pilaji Gaekwad’s son [Sambhuji] in all 14 chiefs, were killed. Udaji
Puar [ Jaswant Rao,] Pilaji Gackwar, and Kumar Babadur [Kumar Boga Puar] fled
wouncded. Bande fled. ‘Their army was plundered. On our’side Narayan Dhan-
dheri was slain.” (Irvine, Later Mughals, II 252, note).

3 The dotted lines are inserted where the Factory Diary is altogether illegible.
-
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or other irrelevant cccurrence.

(1) Quarrel between Teg Bakht Khan and the FHnelish
(1733—1734)

(2) Revenue settlement between Teg szw Ktan and

Damaji (1735)

(3) Quarrel between Jagannath Laldas and the Surat
Factors (1737—1738)

(4) Miscellaneous information (1740—1746)

(5) Struggle for supremacy between Miah- Acnind and
Safdar Khan (1747—1749)

(6) Damaji’s fleet (1750)

(7) Renewed struggle for supremacy between Miai Achind
and Safdar Khan.{175!—1753)

(8) Maratha aggressivancss (:723—1 756}
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and if they can be got there, or a happy turn of affairs should ha
at Gujarat, they will advise us of it. d ppes

Surat Bar, Ship Heathcote, 22nd January, 1734 (1732-34, S. F. 616)
John Robinson to Henry Lowther. ’
I have talked with the Ganims’ shroff, who will write Damaji and
Babarao to represent to the Governor that, if he thus molests the city by
quarrelling with the English, they will not stand by unconcerned.

Surat Bar, Skip Heathcote, 82nd January, 1734 (1733-34, S. F. 616)
Henry. Lowther to Messrs Taudin and Robinson.!

You did well to give notice of these proceedings to the Ganims’
shroff, and the sooner he advises Damaji, his Master, the better, as a
bint from him to Teg Bakt Khan may open his eyes and give him a fair
opportunity to-throw off Chalebi’s ill councils and consider how to pre-
serve the tranquility of the city better than he has lately done.

Surat Bar, Ship Heathcote, 24th Jawuary, 1734 (1733-34, S. F. 616)
Henry Lowther to Robert Cowan®.

Damaji, the commanding officer of the Ganims, twice advised the
Chief that, if stopping the Bar will not bring the Governor to a compli-
ance, he is ready to march before the town with any number of men
the Chief shall think necessary. But these are dangerous experiments
and only to be tried at the last extremity. However on this occasion
it was thought proper to retumn him a civil answer and to desire him by
word of mouth to write Teg Bakht Khan a warning setting forth to him
the reasonableness of our demands; and this, we may expect, will be sent
every moment and will undoubtedly forward our designs.

Surat Bar, Ship Heathcote, 1st February, 1734 (1733-34, S. F. 616)
Henry Lowther to Robert Cowan.

Babarao, the commanding officer of the Ganims, who came by an
invitation from this Governor, and after making a short stay, when he
went to take his leave of Teg Bakht Khan, he [T¢g Bakht Khan] desired
him to encamp some of his horsesat Dumas? and another party at Vauxe’s
tomb to countenance his present disputes with the English. The answer
he [Babarao) returned him was that he was sorry the assistance we gave
him [Teg Bakht Khan) to establish him in his government was so soon
forgot, and added that his advice was to make up matters with usas soon
as possible ; and since this, we have had another message frqm Damaji,
desiring us not to give up one point to the Govemor ; for, in case the
English can’t bring him to rcason, he and his evil councillors will soon
swallow up all the other merchants in their turn and ruin the city ; which
agrees with our own sentiments and [those of ] the inhabitants in general,
who are all in our interest and have at their meetings, which have bcen‘
frequent on this occasion, declared that, in case the English withdraw

_from Surat, they would all follow us down to Bombay.

Chicf at Surat; Taudin and Robinson, Surat factors who

rther, : ity
! Henty Low the Chief and the other factors sithdrew from the city.

stayed at Surat when
2 Robert Cowan, Governor of Bombay.

3 Domus, about 11 miles south-west of Surat.
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No. 2. REVENUE SETTLEMENT BETWEEN TEG BAKHT
KHAN AND DAMAJI (1734—1735)

HE various events recorded in the course of the year 1735
evidence how rapidly Damaji was recovering from the
temporary discomfiture in which the Gaikwads were involved
consequent on Pilaji being murdered in 1732, 'The manner
in which Damaji claimed a share in the Surat revenue clearly
shows that, so far from standing in dread of Teg Bakht Khan,
Damaji himself was feared by the Surat Governor and by the
English. The settlement was atrived at in 1735, A few
documents are added relating to the years 1736 and 1737;
they likewise establish Damaji’s widespread influence in Surat
and the surrounding countryside. For the Surat Factors set
great store by his parwanah, made him presents, and cherished
the hope that Farukhsiyat’s firman might induce Damaji not
to trouble them.,

DOCUMENTS

Treaty between the Nawab of Surat, Teg Bakht Khan, and Damajs.
Translate of a paper from the Nawab Hafiz-ud-dind respecting the Sural
pargana, dated Surat, 27th April, 1785 (1785 S. & P. D. 32)

Formerly, when the Marathas were not in these districts, the revenue
of all the parganas around were collected by the Nawab of Surat. After
the Nawab Rustam Ali Khan was killed, Pilaji Gaikwad, the fat)}cr
of Damajirao, got a footing in these parganas, and shortly [gof] possession
of them. At that time Sohrab Khan, the son of the before-mentioned
Rustam Ali Khan, was Nawab of Surat, and Said Wali® was the Iau;d_ar
of the parganas. He often went out of the town and had frequent skir-
mishes with Pilaji, and after his [Pilaji’s) death with his son, Damaji,
took the desais of the parganas and brought them into town, plun-
dered and destroyed the villages, and by these troublesome and dis-

1 Mir Hafiz-ud-din was Governor of Surat from 1763 to 1709, This nrconn't
may be briefly summarised as follows: Damaji held the Surat pargana m;}p;!};
ment of Rs. 2,36,000, besides amils, which with deductions brought Teg Dakh
Khan a yearly income of Rs, 1,09992 (Gaz. Bar. Stale, I, 450).

2 He s called Sind Valah in the Gazetieer of the Baroda State, 1, 450.
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agreeable means recovered six or seven lakhs of Rupees. The Marathas
also prevented the inhabitants of the town from going out, and night
and day with their troops made what collections they could. At last
the Marathas settled with Teg Bakht Khan, the Kiladar, who was also
joined by the merchants of the town, and turned the Nawab Sohrab
Khan out of it. Both the Castle and city were then in the possession of
the Nawab Teg Bakht Khan. In that time the Peshwa had nothing
to do with these parganas. All were under the Gaikwad. After the
above event of turning out Sohrab Khan, Damaji sent for Dayaram,!
Teg Bakht Khan's Diwan, and told him that, as friendship subsisted
between the Nawab and him, it was highly improper they should dispute
‘as to the collection of the revenues. Therefore he would give a certain
sum to the Nawab from ecach pargana, which he must agree to, viz.
two lakhs and thirty-six thousand Rupees, besides the amils’ sukhdi?
or customary fees ; and gave an order upon the several parganas as by
the under written account. In the settling of this business there was not
any writing passed between them, but an order sent to the different
parganas that, agreeable thereto, the sums were yearly to be paid to the
Nawab of Surat. By the favour of God, till now [1785] the above agree-
ment, which was made in the year 1147 of the Hijra (answering to the
year 17342 of the Christian era) near fifty three years ago, has been duly
attended to.

An account of the above settled moglai revenues from the parganas.

Pargana Chorasi .. 32,400 Kasbah Mota . 850
,»  Olpad with th Kasbah Bardoli .. 200
salt pans .. 40,000 Pargana Hansot .. 11,600
»  Kamrej .. 14,100 ,, Mahuva .. 5,000
,, Gandevi .. 18,500 ,»  Anklesvar .. 12,000
. Chikhli .. 15,350 Kasbah Variav .. 8,500
., Parnera .. 2,050 Pargana Temba .. 9,500
,,  Teladi .. 6,000 " Balesar .. 24,750
,, Galha .. 9,000 . Parchol .. 4,500
,»  Sarbhon .. 4,500 Kasbah Navsari .. 2,000
. Supa .. 4,500 Pargana Rander .. 7,000
,»  Kadod .. 1,050 —_——
Maroli .. 2,650 2,36,000

From which the jagir for the Castle, efc. to be deducted, viz :
For the Castle and tankha for the fleet.

Pargana Temba . . . . .. 9,500
Kasbah Variav . .o .. .. .. .- 8,500
Pargana Anklesvar .. .. . . .. .. 12,000
Besow and Cajoded, two villages in the Chorasi . e 1,975-3
Pargana Balesar for the tankha for the fleet . .. 24,750
56,725.3

1 In a letter of the 23rd October, 1735, he is called Maneckchand.

+ 2 A kind of sweetmeat ; the fee or perquisite which 7 .
muneration derived from villages by %esq;is. €1 81 agent expects; the re-

3 The correct date seems to be 1735, sce lIetter dated 28¢h December 1735
4 Forrest writes Vissow and Couchud (Forrest, Selections, Zzratta Series, 134)
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- On account of jagirdars from the presence : L ,
In Parchol : Bajram Khan’s Jagir . . .. 4500

In Navsari : Mir Sifful Deen deceased, his jagir  ~ .. .. 2000
6,500
The desais’ inams in the parganas : . .. .. 7,600

Some villages and grounds given to persons in the time of
tl_le Nawab Teg Khan, and which to this time have been
given by the Nawabs of Surat in the Chorasi, etc. ' .. 37,731-2

By reason of the daily increasing influence of the Marathas, and in-
activity of the Governors of the city, the people of the following parganas
pay less than the revenue, and some times, when I can catch the desais,
I do get a part:

In Chikhli .. 6350 In Kamrej .. 5,100

In Galha .. 3000 In Hansot .. 3,000
17,450
1,26,007-1

The balance now received by me 1s : Rupees 1,09,992-3

1785 Swurat, 23rd October, 1735 (1734-35 S. F. 618)

Henry Lowther fo John Horne.l
Damaji We had lately had a considerable body of Ganims in these parts,
and T.B. more than usual since the conclusion of peace with them, upon Teg Bakht
Khatt ghan’s first taking charge of this government. Various are the reports
on this occasion, but we are apt to believe their chief design is to evade
paying this Governor any future acknowledgment in lieu of the out-
rents which they have collected from some time. The sum first stipula-
ted, anno 1732, was one lakh and sixty thousand Rupees, but has consi-
derably dwindled since that ; and now they seem inclinable to pay no-
thing ; and the next step we may expect is a demand from the Ganims
of part of the sea-customs and other revenues of the city. Teg Bakht
Khan sent two messengers to Songarh to treat with Damaji; but to this
time he refuses to see them, but insists that Manekchand, the Diwan,
goes up, who is very unwilling to trust himself in the hands of the Ganims

at a time that hostilities seem ready to break out.
1735 Swurat, 29th October, 1735 (1735-36, S. I'. 619)

akht Khan's fears. : ‘
Trouble te ghis day at n'gon Teg Bakht Khan sent the broker to the Chief (as
expected he apprehended the Ganims would soon break the peace subsxsttmg
with this Government) to take care and get in what goods we had ou ;105
soon as possible. At the same time he summoned all the merchants ¢
the Darbar and gave them the same noticeas wellas the other Europeans.

1735 Surat, 2nd November, 173_5 (Ill734~35, S. F. 618)
Anmaga, Henry Louther 1o HUgh Biliieh @ the 30th ultimo, and last night the

bad Our last letter to you bore d 1
’ Chief received your letter to him of the 29th instant, the conteats of

1 John Horne, Governor of Bombay.
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which he immediately communicated to us, by which we are sorry to
observe the success of the Ganims have had against the troops of Ahma-
dabad Raja whom they have pursued to the city.

The success, we observe, has encouraged them to send a message Cambay

to the Governor of Cambay demanding half the customs ; and in case of

refusal they will destroy everything by fire and sword ; and though we

don’t apprehend that it will at once come to this issue, yet we have

in fact complied with your indent of warlike stores demanded, so far as

we are able, as per list annexed, but are at a loss to know what you mean

by a part of the town usually allotted to be defended by the English,

as we have seldom had more than one Company’s servant there at a

time, who in case of any attempt would be of little service.

Surat 2nd November, 1735 (1734-35, S. F, 618) 1735
Henry Lowther to John Horne. .

Our last humble respects to Your Honour etc. bore date the 23rd Damaji
ultimo and waited on you per Bombay Ketch. The 29th, Teg Bakht and T.B.
Khan sent a message to us, advising us to secure what eflects we might Khan
have out as soon as possible, as he apprehended from a message he had
received from Damaji, the commanding officer of the Ganims in this
district, that hereafter they would not pay this Governor any acknowledg-
ments in lieu of the out-rent ; and if so, he should be obliged to come
to an open rupture with them. The same notice he gave to the Dutch,

French and all the other merchants.

In this emergency we have consulted persons most conversant on Damaji's
this affair, who advise us to continue carrying on the investment, as we parwanak
have long since obtained a parwanah or leave from the Ganims to prose-
cute it without interruption ; and this order they don’t think they will
easily break through.

However we have given the broker orders to add a further gratuity Present
to them on this occasion, provided he shall deem it necessary ; and as in
this we have prosecuted the same steps with others in like circumstances,
we hope it will meet with Your Honour &ca’s satisfaction.

Surat, 2nd November, 1735 (1735-36, S. F. 619) 1735
The Chief received a letter this day per pattemar from Mr, Hugh Cambay

Bidwell, dated Cambay the 29th ultimo, advising that the Ganims have " danger

drove the Raja back to Ahmadabad and sent a message to the Nawab

{of Cambay] to demand one half of his customs of sea and land ; and if

he did not comply therewith, they would destroy everything by fire and

sword. That the Nawab sent him a message to put the Factory in a good

defence and to provide a sufficient number of sepoys to defend the part

of the town usually assigned to the English.

That the Governor [Teg Bakht Khan] wrote a letter to the Hon’ble Reguest
the President of Bombay, desiring some gun-powder (he had remitted a for muni-
bill of one thousand Rupees for that purpose), and that he had himself o7
taken that opportunity to advise the Hon’ble President that he had
wrote the Chief for one of the gallivats, and to let him know the danger
they were in, in case the Ganims should approach, and desired to have
the following ammunitions and warlike stores sent him.
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~He [Teg Bakht Khan] desired the Chief, if any of these articles were
in the Factory, to send them to him and the gallivat, particulatly the guns
and _gun-powder being in great want of, they having only their own
fowling-pieces to defend themselves. '

. He advises he had already hired ten sepoys extraordinary ; and
if the enemy approaches, he will be obliged to hire more.

Arms  Answered the letter the Chief received yesterday from Mr. Hugh
supplied Bidwell (which we forwarded by a boat in order to reach the sloop at
the Bar), advised him that we are sorry to observe the success the Ganims
have had against the Raja of Ahmadabad ; and although we did not
apprehend they would come at once to excute their threatenings by
l}:pt'glr(llg etverything to sword and fire, yet we had complied with part of

is indent.

Trouble At the same time wrote to the Hon'ble the President and Council

expected of Bombay to advise them of the message sent the 29th ultimo from
Teg Bakht Khan, and that he apprehended from an other he has receiv-
ed from Damaji, the commanding officer of the Ganims in this district,
they would not pay him any further acknowledgment in lieu of the out-
rents; which would oblige him to come to an open rupture ; which notice
he gave the Dutch and French and all the other merchants. That we
had on this emergency consulted the most conversant persons on these
affairs, who advised us to continue carrying on the investment, as we have
obtained long since a parwanah or leave from the Ganims to prosecute
it without interruption ; which order they don’t think they would easily
break.

Trade We also advised of our having dispatched the 30th ultimo the sloop
unsafe to Cambay to bring down what goods may be ready in [the] warehouse,
and of the letter the Chief received yesterday from Mr. Bidwell, a copy
thereof we sent them enclosed with our answer thereto of this date;
and that, in case the Governor came to an open rupture with the Ganims,
under such constant uncertainty they may readily judge how unsafe
it is carrying on any business at present, and how liable we are to accl-
dents from continual skirmishes between the Ganims and the King’s

soldiers.

1735 Surat, 26th November, 1735 (1734-35, S. F. 618)
Henry Lowther to John Horne. _
Parwanah In our respects of the 2nd instant we advised Your Honour &ea
useless of the dispute that was likely to happen between the Ganims and this
Government ; and though we then resolved to continue carrying on the
investment in hopes of the parwanah we had obtained would be sufficient
to secure those goods from any harm, yet we could not help remarking
how little dependence is to be had upon any engagements entered into
with the Ganims, since they had firmly agreed to pay this Governor
one hundred and sixty thousand Rupees annually in licu of the ‘out-
rents, and now fall quite off from that engagement and would p?}l no-
thing; which gave room for the reflection we made of their perhidious

proceedings in general words.
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Surat, 12th December, 1735 (1734 -35, S. F. 618) 1735
Henry Lowther {o John Horne.

1ala Sadanda returned from Songarh and has adjusted the Gover- Treaty
nor’s revenue for the ensuing year with the Ganims on the same terms
as last year, and has also brought back with him Muhammad Husair},
who has been obliged to pay about thirty thousand Rupees for his
release.

Surat, 28th December, 1735 (1736, P. D. 9D) ' 1735
Surat to Bombay. ’

The Ganims and the Government are come to terms for the division Peace
of the out-rents of the lands ; and it is said the Governor has accepted
of a less sum than they paid him last year.

Surat, 22ud January, 1736 (1735-36, S. IF. 619) 1736
Henry Lowther to Johm Horne.

Our investment has for these few days been quite at a stop, that is Trade
such a part of it as is carried on in the out-parts, owing to a consider- Stopped
able party of the Ganims belonging to Umabai,! whoare in thisneighbour-
hood ; and till they return, no business can be carried on in safety.

Surat, 22nd February, 1736 (1735-36, S. F. 619) 1736
James Hope? to John Horne.

Yesterday a party of the Ganims, that are without, came very near 4 rival ¢
the town-wall to plunder the people that had fled from the adjacent Damajt
villages; which causing the Government’s people to fire a gun from the
town-wall on them, which, he said, killed five people ; and the Govern-
ment immediately dispatched the Bakhshi with some forces to attack
them, when a small skirmish ensued, in which five or six of the Govern-
ment people were wounded and about as many on the other side. This
as yet has not caused any stop of provisions or anything else coming into
the town, and we are in hopes, notwithstanding this little breach, means
will be found to put a stop to anything further happening. These forces
belong to Umabai’s son, who is not satisfied with the adjustment his
mother is making with Damaji.

Bombay, 28th February 1736 (1763, P. D., 94) 1736
James Hope to John Horne.

That there had been a small skirmish between the Governor’s people Sgirmish
and the Gamins who are near the town; but, as the Ganims had not
stopped provisions from coming into town, they did not apprehend that
anything farther would happen.

Surat, Tth March, 1736 (17356-36, S. F. 619) 1736
No English translation of the royal firman of the late King Farukh- Firman
siyar [1712-1719] appearing in these registers, the following one was

thought proper by the supervisor to be entered hereafter, whereto re-
course can be had as occasion shall serve.

1 Umabai, the widow of the Senapati, had joined Damaji to avenge Pilaji's
murder. From the letter dated 12th December, 1735, it is probable that Damaji
was the commanding officer of the Maratha forces operating in Surat district,

2 James Hope, Chief at Surat.
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Translate of the Surat firman.

Know, all jagirdars, faujdars, karkuns, curodiz [?] rahdars, cuspadores,
that are or ever shall be of the ports of Ahmadabad, Surat and Cambay,
that His Majesty has been pleased in these good days, in which Mr. John
Surman and Coja Saron, agents for the English Nation, represented that
their merchandise was custom-free in all his. ports, (except that of
Surat) where it paid in the time of Shah Jahan two per cent., in the reign
of Aurangzeb three and half per cent., and in the reign of Bahadur Shah
two and a half per cent., which still continued ; and that the Government
of said Surat ill treated them and oppressed them, for which reason they
had for three years past carried on no trade at that port ; that in the
Government of Bihar Orissa they paid no duties ; and that in the kingdom
of Bengal the said duties or customs were commuted into a present of
three thousand Rupees annually paid by them ; wherefore they petitioned
that, as in other ports their customs were changed into annuai presents,
those of Surat should be granted them in the like manner ; for which
they promised the sum of ten thousand Rupees: His Majesty has been
pleased to order that, in consideration of this promise of an annual sum
of ten thousand Rupees, the same shall be accepted ; that there shall
be no trouble or impediment given them ; and that all the merchandise,
they shall have brought ashore by themselves or their agents, shall
be suffered to pass without hindrance or vexation whatever ; and that
in whatsoever part any of their effects shall be robbed, there shall be all
diligence and care to seize and punish the robbers, and the effects shall
be redelivered to the English ; and wherever they establish their factories,
they shall be favoured and assisted in the sales and purchases of their
merchandise ; and if any merchant or other person whatever shall be
their debtor, they shall be made to pay them in justice; and there shall be
no wrong or injury suffered to be done them or those employed by them.

They have likewise represented that the Governors and their Diwans
demanded the original firman and orders; by which means they sufiered
great trouble and vexation in delivering in the originals; wherefore
they requested that their business might be ordered to be t_ranschtcd
by copies attested with the seal of the kazi, and that the said Diwans
should not demand of them either the original firmans or Governor's
orders. They have likewise represented that, whereas in the Island of
Bombay the Portuguese coins were current, and that in Chinapatam
[Aadras] were coined moneys with His Majesty’s stamp, they might have
the same liberty of coinage and a mint at Bombay. '

They likewise represented that the Hon’ble Company’s servants,
being their debtors, absented themselves; jchereforc they requested
that it might be ordered that such might be seized and delivered to their
Factors. i
They likewise represented that the faujdars and others putnhardslhqt)
upon them by imposing diverse duties ; wherefore they requc:tcdft 1t
His Majesty would please to give express orders that no trouble o 'uz{;
sort should be given them. Whereforc His Bla]c§ty' has been ple:\s}}
to order that the copies of a firman and Governors’ orders attested with
the kazi's seal shall be csteemed and received as authentic.

at {2 scem to have cherished the forlorn hope that this firman
migiltqgi;?luscgrgag:c\;?fnd other Maratha leaders not to trouble them.
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That in the Island of Bombay they may coin moneys with the stamp
as in other places, that any of their servants, being their debtor and
absenting himself, shall be seized and delivered to their Factors, and
that no faujdars or others shall presume to molest or trouble them.

They have likewise represented that in Bengal, Bihar Orissa, there is
a factory of the Hon'ble English Company ; and as they might find it
fitting to settle their factories in other places, they prayed that His
Majesty would grant them the favour of space forty bighas of land for
their building.

They likewise represented that, when their ships by misfortune of
a storm or accident were lost upon the coasts of any of His Majesty’s
dominions, the Governors seized forcibly the effects of such ships, and
some claimed a quarter part. His Majesty has been pleased to order
that, as in other places, the English shall have ground granted them to
build their factories upon, and that in the laskhar, as in other ports, they
shall have liberty to carry on their trade, and having firmans of an
ancient date for all possible faveur to be shown them. His Majesty
orders that all ships that shall be wrecked, their effects shall be taken
care of, and returned them ; and tbat in everything else their business
shall be carried on according to the tenor of this firman without their
being obliged to bave new orders every year.

Surat, 20th March 1736 (1735-37, S. F. 622) 1736
James Hope to John Horne.

Our broker Jagannath and his whole tribe are gone out of the city .,
and are encamped within the outer walls, as are generally other castes, iz
in general, we suppose, to prevent the Ganims by such an appearance
of people from making any attempt on the town. In the general
confusion business is at a standstill.

Surat, 13th April, 1737 (1735-37, S. F. 622) 1737
James Hope to John Horne.

The Ganims, who we advised Your Honour, etc. were encamped 7., 40500
without this city and removed two miles farther, have since removed yetire
twenty miles farther off.

Bombay, 14th May, 1737 (1737, PD 104) 1737
J ameTshH ope] loc John Horne.
ey [the Chief and Council] say they had been very pressing with

Boman Patel for preparing the families of weavers for th%splslandg; but ffé’faf},ﬁs
he representing there was no cotton yarn provided to set them at work,
and pretending that they were unwilling to come on account of the
Marathas, they must defer getting them to us till after the rains.
Surat, 23rd May, 1737 (1736-37; S. F. 622). 1737
James Hope to John Horne.

Letters came in the 15th instant from the Dutch and others at 4z,,54,.
Ahmadabad, advising that the Bhandari! had agreed to surrender that place bad
to Momin Khan, but later letters [state] they were only treating about it.

1 Ratansing Bhandari, the deputy of Abhaising, refused to surrender Ahma-
dabad to Momin Khan, when the latter was appointed Viceroy of Gujarat. TLhere-
upon Momin Kban made friends with Damaji and captured the city of Ahamada-
bad, The authority over the city was divided between the two confederates (Gaa.
Bar. State, I, 447), .

A\
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Brokers'

family hindrance they can, while Jagannat

No. 3 QUARREL BETWEEN JAGANNATH LALDAS AND
THE SURAT FACTORS (1737—1738)

THE following extracts from the Surat Factory Diary for

1737 deal almost exclusively with Jagannath Laldas and
his brother Govindas. . For four generations their family had
been in the Company’s service, whence Jagannath was dismis-
sed probably towards the beginning of 1737, being indebted
to the Company in the sum of £40,000. The honesty of the
dismissed broker is not discussed here. It is sufficient to state
that he was at least as honest as those by whom he was
surrounded ( Gaz..Bom. Pres. Il, 112, note ),

The extracts here given clearly evidence Damaji's
growing power, in asmuchas: (a) the brokers’ family under
Damaji’s protection were not interfered by those who were
most anxious to confiscate their goods; (b) Teg Bakht Khan
did not venture in any way to opgose Damaji; (c) and the
English were as powetless as Teg Bakht Khan, and they
ended by paying Damaiji a large sum of money, so that their
trade might not be interfered with.

When read from the standpoint of the Gaikwad's grow-
ing power, these extracts assume an historical importance
which causes the money squabble between the Surat Factors
and Jagannath Laldas to dwindle into comparative insigni-

ficance.

DOCUMENTS

Bombay, 23rd April, 1737 (1737, P. D. 104)

James Hope to John Horne. ) . 1l the
ims also threaten to give them [the Chicf and Council] all th
The Gani glh and Govindas arc kept under con-

finement ; and for these services, it is said, the late brokers have promised
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them fifty thousand Rupees. They made complaint to the Governor
of this interruption in carrving on their business; whercupon he
sent a messenger to the Ganims, who returned with their promise that
neither the English or any other of the merchants should meet with any
molestation from them in fnture; since when, they [the Chicf and Coun-
¢il} heard that Manurdas and Goculdas Patel were gone to Damaji (the
commanding officer of the Ganims in those parts) from whom they
expect relief ; and our Gentlemen say that, according as their complaints
are listened to by him or others as powerful, they may expect to con-
tinue in quict or be disturbed in their trade ; but they desire our orders
how to act, in case their business continues to be interrupted, as they
intimate that it will be a great disgrace to the Fnglish, namely to suffer
such insults and their business to be stopped by the dependants of a
discarded broker deeply indebted to their Masters; and they say the
Ienity that has been used towards that family has in some degree en-
couraged them and their followers to conceal their effects and accounts
and thus endeavour to embarrss the Hon'ble Company's affairs ; and
they say the evil counsel, if not the example, of their pretended friends
has had great influence with them ; and Govindas assures the merchants
that by their interest and solicitations in England our proceedings against
them will be disapproved and strenuous orders be sent in their behalf
by the shipping in August next. As to the brokers themsclves, they
{the Chicf and Council} say they have our orders before them ; but against
their dependants, who molest them and prevent the currency of their
business, they are at a loss bow to preceed, lest they bring on themsclves
greater troubles, before they receive our orders; and though they are
unwiiling to propose anything that may divert a part of our force at this
juncture, yet they hint that the appearance of a galley or a Lurope
ship at the Bar (before the merchants’ ships return from the Red Sea)
would be the most efiectual step for bringing them to reason, as not
only the Government but the merchants in general would then heartily
interfere and compel the late brokers to surrender their books and efiects
and finally adjust with their creditors. They should also then have an
opportunity to show a just resentment at the behaviour of the Ganim
shroff, who insolently took upon him the protection of Jagannath's
wife, and late conducted her out of the town with her jewels and mov-
ables of value. Whether he may be said to be answerable for what was

so carried away, they leave to us; but they think some notice should

be taken thereof, lest the discharging of a servant, who is a debtor to

the Company, be thought a sufficient reason to make off with their effccts,

take the protection of those that will give it them, and oppose and obs-

truct their commerce, thinking from a neglect in the present case they
have not power to chastise them. i

Surat, 4th June, 1737 (1735-37, S. F. 622)
James Hope to John Horne.

The Ganims, to whom we informed Your Honour, etc. 2 messences
was gone out from this Governor to complain of the insult offere] hic -
by their interrupting of the trade of the place and seizing of the Pancs
etc. made little scruple in granting their usual Passport to the indabc
tants In general, and promised that neither the Iin;:f%‘} ner any oo

?
-, dev o ala
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should meet with the least molestation for the future: since which it
1s reported that Manurdas and Goculdas Patel are gone to Damaji at
Songarh about thirty miles distant in the way to Aurangbad, from whom
they expect relief; and according as their complaint is heard by him
or others as powerful, we may hope to continue in quiet, or be disturbed
in the free exercise of our commerce.

The surrender of Ahmadabad to Momin Khan is ne longer dispu-
ted, whose officers took possession the 26th ultimo! ; and the same even-
ing the Mar Raja’s people marched out ; which change gives the mer-
chants of this city great hopes that its trade will soon be revived ; and
we shall be glad of the opportunity to confirm hereafter such agreeable
news.

Surat, 28th June, 1737 (17356-37, S. F. 622)
James Hope to John Horne.

Since our last we have been chiefly employed in selling the late
brokers’ goods and effects at public outcry, which in general went off at
extraordinary prices, the whole (exclusive of the jewels which we propose
to sell in a day or two) amounting to about Rs. 27,000, as near as we can
compute ; but during this sale Lall Domini, a noted incendiary and an
agent of that family, was very industrious to interrupt us by preventing
the merchants and otbers from being present ; who, finding his advice
bad little effect, on the second day of the sale caused an anonymous
letter to be dropped near the Factory, directed to Lalli Sesunker [Lalj:
Shankar ?] and Maneckji, warning [then] of the ill consequences that might
attend their interfering therein ; and a day or two after, a paper in the
Gentoo language was affixed on our notification at the Factory gate
to this purport that our broker robbed the house of Laldas and brought
away boxes of jewels and other things to the amount of several lakbs;
the most valuable of which he had kept to himself, and delivered the
remainder only to us; accusing him also of buying things at one fourth
part of their value; all which he must expect to answer for.

These libels, some inform us, are the handwriting of Lall Domini;
and from our knowledge of him we believe there is not another in th;s
city that would have dared to have offered us so gross an affront, We
immediately complained thereof to the Governor, demanding justice
against the author, or that he would give us leave to take our own satis-
faction for the abuse; but threatening letters coming in from Damaji,
to whom we informed Your Honour, etc. Manurdas and Goculdas Patel
were gone, the Governor desited we would have a little patience; :’md
nothing has been done therein ; and considering how strict our Hon ble
Masters’ orders are forbidding us to engage in any disputes without Your
Honour &ca’s. consent first had, we are very loth to undertake thc-pumsh-
ing that insolent fellow. Yet if the Government shall continuc to
deny us the satisfaction we require, we hope Your Honour, ctc. will not
d by Momin Khan in 1738.
rrect date, which is also given
who states that the city was

2Gth May, Did
26 jnstear of

1 Watson states that Ahmadabad was capture
TFrom the Surat Diary it is clear that 1737 is the co
by Grant Dufi (History of the ﬂ,faln'a!ms, I. 465), es
captured on the 20th May, 1737. T he Bombay scribe wrote ‘tl.c =Gt
Grant Duff misread 20 instcad of 26, or did the Bombay copyist write

20?



DAMAJIRAO 1732-176G8 27

disapprove of our resenting the injury in the manner it deserves; for,
unless proper notice is taken of this and even the least insult, our for-
bearance will encourage every idle person to enter into cabals to embar-
rass the Hon’ble Company’s aflairs and bring our nation into the utmost
contempt and derision ; and at length our residence here will be of
little importance.

When Damaji’s letters came in for the Governor per Diwan, the
Chief also received one from him, a copy whercof goes enclosed for Your
Honour &ca’s. notice; and although he threatens to give disturbance to
this place, if we will not release the two brothers, deliver back their goods
and restore that family to the broker’s office, we are not under any ap-
prehensions that he will put his threats in exccution, believing that from
the answers that are gone he will not longer countenance such unreason-
able complaints.

Bombay, 10th July, 1737 (1737, P. D, 10B)
James Hope to John Horne.

Received a letter! from the Chief and Factors at Surat, dated the
27th ultimo, advising that they have sold sundry goods and effects of
the late brokers, which went off at very good prices, the whole amounting
to about twenty-seven thousand Rupees; but that during the sale Lall
Domini, a noted incendiary and an agent of the late brokers’ family,
had done his endeavours to prevent the merchants coming to the sale;
and finding himself disappointed caused an anonymous letter to be
dropped near the Factory directed to [Lalji Shankar] and Maneckji,
warning them of the ill consequences that might attend their interfering
therein; and a paper was affixed on their notification at the Factory
gate to the following purport, ““ That the broker had robbed the house of
Laldas, and brought away boxes or jewels and other things to the value
of several lakhs, the most valuable of which he had kept for himself,
and delivered only the remainder to the Chief and Factors; that he also
bought things at one-fourth part of their value ; all which he must expect
to answer for.” The Gentlemen say some pcople inform them these
libels are the handwriting of Lall Domini, and they immediately com-
plained of the insult to the Governor and demanded justice, or that he
would gave them leave to take their own satisfaction ; but threatening
letters that instant coming in from Damaji, the Governor desired them
to have patience; and nothing has been done; but they observe that,
unless proper notice is taken of this and even the least insult, our nation
will be brought into contempt and derision. The Chief has received a
letter from Damayji, threatening to give disturbance to the place, unless
the late brokers are released and restored to their office, and all their
goods delivered back ; but from the answer sent him they are not ap-
prehensive that he will put his threats in execution.

That it is talked the Ganims design to build a fortification in order
to command that river; which should they set about, the Government
-wﬂl' apply for our assistance against them. The Gentlemen, therefore,
desire us to furnish them, with a proper answer in this case.

. 1 This letter is partly a repetition, but it contains an additional detail, because
it specifies Damaji’s threatening attitude.

Damaji's
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Bombay, 12th July, 1737 (1737, P. D. 10B)
At a Consultation.

As to the Ganims’ intentions of building a redoubt on the river,
they must represent to the Governor the ill consequences that will attend
the trade of the city if such a thing be permitted ; and if that will not
induce him to prevent it, they must desire he will excuse our interfering,
as we have other more pressing occasions to employ our sea-force, besides
the unreasonableness of his expectation that we should be at any trouble
or expense in defending his port.

Surat, Ist July, 1737 (1737-38, S. F. 624)
James Hope to John Horne.

In our address of the 19th instant we advised Your Honour, etc.
of the threatening letters then come in from Damaji in behalf of the late
brokers ; which obliged this Governor to forbear giving us the satisfac-
tion we required ; and soon after its dispatch the Chief received a second
letter in somewhat a milder strain, from whence we believed we should
not have heard more of it. But on the 22nd instant Manurdas Laldas
sent in seventeen letters directed to the principal merchants, setting
forth their fidelity to the Hon’ble Company and complaining of the in-
justice we have done them by robbing their house and carrying away
goods to the amount of several lakhs, thereby committing such a robbery
or zulm as had not been heard of in the memory of man; submxtqng
their case to the merchants who under God had authority to examine
thereinto ; and that, as he had writings under the Company’s hands,
from their examination it would appear whether the Hon’ble Company
were indebted to them, or they to the Hon’ble Company.

In this he is supported by Damaji, who the next day also wrote to
this Governor and sent circular letters to the Dutch, French and Portu-
guese and other principal merchants of this city, acquainting them that
a Europe ship was arrived at Bombay, on which a person was come to
enquire into our proceedings against the brokers ; and that for our justi-
fication we were getting the merchants to sign a certificate that what we
had done was with Govindas’s consent ; which he warned them against,
threatening, if they did grant one, to seek revenge.

Your Honour and Council may be pleased to observe from t'hxs
that, as they will not acknowledge themselves in_dcbtqd to .the Hon blg
Company, far less can it be thought that they will quit their pretende
claim on them for the adjustment of the Child’s family account ; and on
the other hand it appears plain that they are so far from thinking that
any orders are come in their disfavour that they have assured Da({nn]t
that a person is come abroad purposely to enquire into our con 'lu.cg.
and state their accounts in the manner they would have them; w f;-xc't
js laying a foundation for infinite trouble to be given us and is (}1 I513 }cx
ent reason for the justice we demand of this Government being delayed.

It is not very material to say whether Damaji is ir‘aﬂl}cnccd1 b?; :;;13:
present Manurdas may have made, or whether that he 1? glac '(muacs
opportunity to quarrel with this Government that hc_E ?;s"zﬁlm&u
the late brokers against us. However it has alarmed th'1> ﬁocml Stop-
as well as the merchants : some in that it may occaston a gen
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page to trade, and others in that they have been supporting that family
against us, and may now suffer by their imprudence. We have no less
reason to be alarmed, and we must depend upon Your Honour, etc. to
take care of us.

Surat, Ist July, 1737 (1737, P. D. 10B) 1737
James Hope to John Horne.

That nothing has been left undone to induce the Government to 7. B.
oblige the late brokers to make a fair surrender of their books and the Kkan's
remainder of their effects; but the Governor is so timorous that little fear
effectual is to be expected from him till some force appears at the Bar,
since the letters that come in frem Damaji furnish him with a sufficient
plea to evade doing them justice; and the reports which are oftentimes
raised by the brokers’ agents being more prevalent with many people
there than anything they can say to the contrary, occasions some inter-
ruption and delay to the business in hand.

But, as the Chief now informs the President of a person at Bombay, Surat
who has kept a large correspondence that may be highly prejudicial to views
the Hon’ble Company’s affairs and particularly to the adjustment of the
late brokers’ accounts, an exemplary punishment given him might deter
others from the like practice. They promise to make the best use of
the powers we have given them, when the ships come to the Bar; and
if in the meantime Damaji can be prevailed on to forbear espousing the
late brokers, the Governor, they say, will be brought readily to give
them satisfaction. As Jagannath refuses to give any direct answer
concerning the debts due to his family from some of the dependants of
the Government, which were to be cleared by an annual allowance for
their services, they will (with our permission when their late books are
adjusted) settle that point in the most equitable manner ; that for the
reasons before given they don’t think it prudent to proceed to call the
brokers’ debtors to a strict account till they have some force to counten-
ance their proceedings ; but they will forthwith appoint a person to re-
cover what is outstanding at Delhi, though they wish we had settled the

gratuity or salary the person must have, as nothing of that kind can be
. done without an expense.

Bombay, 12th Awugust, 1737 (1737, P. D. 10B)
James Hope to Johmn Horne.

Received a letter from the Chief and Factors at Surat, dated the Jagaunath
29th July, advising that since the dispatch of their last the Chief bad Zefended
received letters from Damaji wrote in somewhat a milder strain
than his first. But on the 22nd, Manurdas sent in seventeen
letters directed to the principal merchants, setting forth the fidelity
of the late brckers to the Company and complaining of the injustice
done them in taking goods out of their house to the amount of several
lakhs, which he terms such a robbery as had not been heard of in the
memory of man, submitting their case to the merchants ; that, as he had
writings from the Company, from their examination it would appear who
were the debtors, the Company or his family.

That Damaji at the same time sent letters to the Governor, the Euro-
peans and other merchants, acquainting them that a Europe ship was

1737
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arrived at Bombay, on whom a person was come to enquire into the pro-
ceedings against the late brokers, and that the Gentlemen were getting
the merchants to sign a certificate that what they had done was with
Govindas’s consent ; which he warned them against and threatened
if they did, to seek revenge. ,

On which the Gentlemen observe that, as the late brokers will not
acknowledge themselves indebted to the Company, far less can it be
thought they will quit their pretended claim on them for the adjustment
of the Child’s family account; and they say that President Phipps and
Council having given Laldas a discharge on passing his bond for Rupces
one hundred sixty thousand two hundred and six, two quarters and
forty-four reas as the balance due to the Hon’ble Company for their
purchase of the Child’s family demands upon him, without taking a
counterpart, was an unfair and unprecedented transaction, which
together with the repeated promises of some of the Hon’ble Company’s
late servants to get that family redress has occasioned their being
threatened and likely to be embroiled on all sides.

That the merchants have by the Governor’s orders returned proper
answers to the before-mentioned letters, purporting that our demands
were just; yet if Manurdas had any writing under the hands of the
English, as he pretended, that he should either send it or come and
adjust their accounts; that the demanding a certificate was false ; but
that, if such a thing had been tendercd to any of them, they should write

. so0; and the Governor himself added that, if Damaji would not give

T. B.
Khan

credit to what he wrote, he desired he might not be farther troubled
about such worthless people.

That the 25th the Chief waited on the Governor to remonstrate
our grievances and demand redress, who promised full satisfaction at
a convenient juncture; but, while they and we are threatened from Court
as well as by the Ganims, and besides that Momin Khan had resolved
upon coming to Surat after the rains, the Governor desired that the
brokers’ affairs might be dropped for some time, concluding with a promise
of gratifying us in every thing we had or should ask for concluding of
the late brokers’ affairs and the better carrying on of our business in
future.

These promises, they soon found, served to introduce a request for
our assistance, not only to prevent the Ganims from fortifying on the
river, but to defend the Bar against them and Momin Khan, m case
oither of them should attempt to distress the city by any naval arma-
ments they might set forth from Gogo or Cambay (the Ganims having
been some time in possession of the former).

And our Gentlemen, not to disgust them, promised to write to us
for orders on this occasion ; telling them that, if the other Europeans
and the rest of the merchants would join and make it one common cause,
they did not doubt but we would permit them to come into the confode-
racy ; and though they are sensible of the occasion we have to employ
pur force otherways, yet as the Government scem resolved to break
with the Ganims, unless Damaji will give up the cause of the late bmkor.»j.
they will ever be upbraiding the Chief, cte. that they have :‘;unrwnml
on our account, and they shall have no quiet until we gratify them,
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They say that, if Momin Khan should come against the place, they
shall be very careful to learn whether he does it by authority from the
King, lest by showing a disobedience to the King’s orders they bring our
firmans in question. In case of any tumult or disturbance happening
they say they are but ill provided; and therefore they indented for sundry
stores and desire we will supply them in any other manner we think
suitable to their present circumstances; that, though their peons are
not much to be depended on, yet with them they have been obliged to
keep a strict watch on a report that was spread that the Ganims, assisted
by some in town, designed to break through their factory-wall to take
away Govindas; and though this design has not been executed, yet
those people are not sparing of their threats against the btokers, and some
of them for the recovery of the small part of the late brokers’ effects,
that have been made sale of ; and whatever ill turn our affairs may take,
they say, they may safely impute it to the evil council given to Laldas’s
sons by some of those who are gone to England ; and they take occasion
hereupon to remark the different behaviour of the Rustam family when
they ‘were displaced.

Surat, 6th August, 1737 (1737-38, S. F. 624)
James Hope to John Horne.

In due time, if we are not interrupted by Damaji, who continues to
threaten us and our dependants, especially the broker and Lalla Si Sancar,
as Your Honour, etc. may please to observe from the copy of his last
letter to them, which gces herewith and came enclosed in one to the
Chief. The late brokers and their advisers bad and still have other
things in view ; and Damaji is glad of the opportunity of filling his own
coflers by depriving this Governor of the revenues due to him.

As Your Honour, etc. are pleased to repeat your desire to havethe
sale of jewels deferred a little longer, we shall comply therewith ; yet
if the heavy rains had not prevented the merchants and others from
meeting, we should have disposed of them ; and we should now choose
to do it, because every such delay is by some taken to be the effect of
our fears in compliance with Damaji’s threats; and on the other hand
we may venture to assure Your Honour, etc. that, as long as Damaji
appears on behalf of the late brokers, they or their friends will be so
far from redeeming them or give you any other satisfaction ; that they
expect Damaji will so distress this place and raise so great a clamour
against the English that we shall either to obliged to quit the place,
if we may be permitted so to, or surrender whatsoever we have got be-
longing to them.

Stination
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These measures, it is said, were concerted by Jagannath and Damaji Jagan-
before the former took a resolution to go to Bombay ; and it is also con- #afh

fidently reported that since his confinement he or his friends have by
the Brahmans frequently corresponded with his brother at Songarh,
directed him what.steps to take, and by all means to press Damaji, etc.
to support the family against us ; and Your Honour must not be surpris-
ed if you heard of some messenger coming into town from Court to de-
mand restitution in behalf of the late brokers. e have some reason
to believe such a thing is in agitation ; and if this Govermor saonld either
be awed by the threats of Damaji or the threats ke mav recelve fom
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Court, Your Honour, etc. cannot be long in determining what will be
the consequence thereof. .

Bombay, 15th August, 1737 (1737, P. D. 10B)
At a Consultation.

Read the letter from Surat of the 29th July, received the 12th in-
stant, as per extract preceeding this Consultation.

And considering of that part of their letter which sets forth the
apprehensions the Governor is under on account of the Ganims, and that
he desires our assistance against them, we are very sensible of the many
other services for which we have room to apprehend we shall want our
force ; yet as the Surat Governor will plead that he quarrels with the
Ganims purely on our account, we are afraid he will not permit us to
remain in quietness, unless we comply with his request; and if the
other Europeans and merchants can be prevailed upon to enter into the
confederacy, we cannot well refuse ; in this case, therefore, it is agreed
that we give the Gentlemen permission to join in defence of the city,
and that we dispatch the Rose Galley to the Bar as soon as she can be
got in readiness with a detachment of two serjeants, two corporals and
twenty-four European soldiers, any part of whom the Gentlemen may
lang, if they find it necessary so to do for the defence of the Factory.

Bombay, 25th August, 1737, (1737, P. D. 10B)
James Hope to John Horne.

One from the Chief and Factors at Surat, dated the 7th instant, acknow-
ledging the receipt of ours of the 14th ultimo and advising that Damaji
had actually stopped one hundred and five cargos of dutties of the invest-
ment, which lay ready at Navsari ; and they have little hopes of seang
us any chintzes this year; that he still continues his threats against
them and the dependants of the Factory, especially the broker and Lalla
Si Sanker ; but they say they are so far from thin}{ing they ought to
make any concessions or part with anything in their possession belong:
ing to the late brokers on account of such threatenings, that we need
not have cautioned them in that respect ; and the Chief in answer to a
letter be received from Damaji declared that the two brothers on failure
of other means shall answer in their persons for the damages that may
accrue to the Hon’ble Company or other servants on account of the steps
taken to recover Laldas’s debt ; that the English would give up nothing
that was their due; and that the shortest way to make all parties casy
was for him or some other of the brokers’ friends to pay their debt, which
at a proper time could be made to appear by accounts and bonds undc;
their hands. That agreeable to our intimation they should defer the sale o
the late brokers’ jewels, though they say every such delay is by some con-
strued as the effect of their fears ; and they add that, as Jong as Damaji
appears on behalf of the late brokers, they or their {riends, }nll boi ]sg
far from redeeming them ; that they expect Damaji will so dl:».trrizssu }:,,
place and raise so great a clamour against the English that they s ri't e
obliged to quit the place or surrender the eficcts belonging :JOI; 1;1".§
and it is said those measures were concerted by Jagannath an O"t i)l'
before the former {ook a resnlution to go to Bombay ; and h‘f lmé nl ’;rh}'
his friends a frequent correspondence with his brother at Songati,
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and the Gentlemen say they have some reason to expect a messenger will
be sent from Court to demand restitution in behalf of the late brokers ;
_and if the Governor should be awed by any orders he may receive or by
Damaji’s threats, we cannot be long in determining what will be the
consequences. That at present the Governor gives them hopes he will
do them justice ; but should they absolutely refuse to assist him against
the Ganims, in case they proceed to stop up the port, the clamour of
the multitude against them would be very great, when provisions came
to be scarce and dear, and the justice of our demands or any other reasons
will little avail towards the quieting of an enraged and desperate people ;
and they now propose that we either accept of the promises the Governor
has made to do our Employers justice at a convenient opportunity, and
in some measure to comply with his request to assist him against the
Ganims by sea, or that we forthwith send a proper force to the Bar and
empower them to act by themselves, some of them retiring on board,
and not permitting of any trade till they have got full satisfaction for the
Hon’ble Company. The last they esteem the most effectual, though
they observe it will appear very odd after the fair promises the Governor
has made to proceed to hostilities and stop the trade of the port.

Surat, 8th September, 1737 (1737, P. D. 10B) 1737
James Hope to John Horne.

That, notwithstanding their own and the merchants’ representation Factors’
of their own and application to Damaji, they have not been able to pre- requess
vail on him to contradict the orders he had given for detaining our in-
vestment at Navsari. They intimate that, unless we will permit of their ap-
plying to the Government for giving Govindas corporal punishment (which
isthe custom of the country) they have little hopes of bringing him to any
reasonable composition, or of preventing Manurdas carrying on schemes
for embarrassing the Hon’ble Company’s affairs, which the mild treat-
ment that has been shown his brothers under confinement encourages
him in ; and they are so far from being apprehensive the family’s having
wherewithal to bribe the Darbar tribe that it is as much as they can
do to keep Damaji firm in their interest, and again urge the stopping the
Bar as a necessary point to bring matters to a conclusion.

Bombay, 10th September, 1737 (1737, P. D. 10B) 1737
At a Consultation.

The proposal made by the Gentlemen at Surat for stopping up the Proposals
Bar in order to oblige the Governor to pass a conclusion to the late bro- rejected
kers’ affairs being taken into consideration, it is observed that the Gentle-
men repeatedly tell us that both the Government and merchants are well
inclined towards us, and that they have done and will do us all the ser-
vice in their power on this occasion. Stopping the Bar, therefore, still
appears an unnecessary expedient in regard to them, and our interrup-
ting the trade of the city would be a very ill return for the assistance
they have given us; nor is it to be supposed that our taking this step
would induce Manurdas to decline his attempts of embroiling our Hon'ble
Masters’ affairs, or that Damaji would be influenced thereby to with-
draw his protection from the family ; and if such an expedient’ should

be judged eligible, we apprchend it to be a very improper time to come
to such a resolution.
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1737 Surat, 17th September, 1737 (1737, P. D. 10B) -
Surat to the President at Bombay. .

Damaji That the business of their investment goes on as briskly as can be
expected, considering the disputes they are engaged in on account of
the late brokers ; and they have some hopes given them that Damaji
will countermand the orders for hindering the goods from coming in,
and in such case they shall be able to make the chintzes and send us a
good part of the investment by the end of this month, having seventy
bales now ready packed.

1737 Bombay, 13th October, 1737 (1737, P. D. 10B)
The Chief at Surat to the President at Bombay. -
Factors’ By these vessels received a letter from the Chief and Factors, dated
apology the 10th instant, in answer to ours of the 21st ultimo, wherein they urge
the many reasons that induced them to propose stopping the Bar; and
they say many concurring circumstances have intervened to convince
them that they did not err in doing it ; that the behaviour of the Govern-
ment, while they were under apprehensions from Damaji and Momin
Khan and expected our assistance, was dificrent from the present,
our gentlemen, saying they had their own interest only in view; {for, on
matters being adjusted with Damaji, every merchant had a parwanah
for the free exercise.of his trade, while our goods were detained.

In answer to our observation that stopping the port would enrage
the merchants without influencing Damaji or Manurdas they say
the first was a-point little regarded, when the merchants had a great
power in the city ; but now they are without a head, and dare not inter-
pose without assurances of our protecting them afterwards from the
Government ; and whether it would give a favourable turn to their
affairs without, they will not say, though Damaji by stopping the in-
vestment has done them as much detriment as he well can.

1737 Surat, 2nd November, 1737 (1737, P. D. 10B)
James Hope to John Horne. ) )
Trade It is confidently said in town that the Ganims in hopes of drawing
disturbed a greater trade to Jambusar have forbidden the exportation of indigo;
which has raised the price of blue goods since the sale of the byram-
pauts!; and there being but little indigo in town, the merchantsare making
red byrams instead of blue for the Red Sea, etc.; but the Gentlemen
hope the prohibition will be taken off before we set on foot a new invest-
ment, otherwise they are afraid the undertakers will make it a plea to

enhance the price of all the blue goods.

1738 Bombay, 2nd March, 1738 (1738, P. D. 114)

At a Consultation. i
Jagan- But, as orders are now come from Court to the Government {ooblige

natk the late brokers to pay their debt to the Hon’ble Company, and }vhlc‘h
they at present scem disposed to comply. with, it 1s agreed Elmf) “r ::
send Jagannath to the Bar on board the Princess Caroline G:l”é:},} “.; zrcm:
he will have opportunities of consulting his f{xcnds and be 'ablc ‘:I”L ; r()
certainty to make his proposals for satisfying our Hon'ble Masters.

H ” . ’,
1 Byrampaut or byraumee, a kind of cotton stuff, Hohson-Jelson,
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Bombay, 6th March, 1738 (1736, P. D. 114) . 1738
Surat to Bombay. - '

We received a letter from the Chief and Factors, dated the 29th Trade
ultimo, advising that the Marathas having put a stop to the exporta- disturbed
tion of grain from Versal, prevents the Gentlemen purchasing more of
that article; but they desire to know whether they shall buy rice if
any should be brought on the Bengal shipping.

Bombay, 29th April, 1738 (1738, P. D. 114) 1738
Letter from Surat.

We received a letter from the Chief and Factors, dated the 17th, jagan-
acknowledging the receipt of ours of the 10th and giving us the disagree- nath
able advice that Jagannath had made his escape from on board the
Sloop in the river the 15th instant.

They apprehend this unhappy accident may bring great trouble
on the settlement, if any of the Country Powers are inclined to listen
to what Jagannath may relate to them.

Bombay, 26th May, 1738 (1738, P. D. 114) ' 1738
At a Consultation.

The President acquaints the Board that a few days ago he received Insolent
a letter from Mr. Lambton, who says that Damaji (the head-officer of leiter
the Ganims) through his brother had wrote him a very insolent letter,
and that he was apprehensive the Ganims would stop the investment
and occasion what farther hindrance they could to the Hon’ble Company’s
affairs, and that Jagannath is determined to give us all the trouble he
can.

Bombay, 6th June, 1738 (1738, P. D. 114) 1738
Letter from Surat. ,

We received a letter from the Chief and Factors from Surat, dated Jagan-
the 26th ultimo. Jagannath is said to be at Songarh under the protec- #at’
tion of Damaji; but what his designs are, they do not yet learn.

Bombay, 18th August, 1738 (1738, P. D. 114) 1738
At a Consultation.

Mr. Lambton also writes that it had been intimated to him that Paying
the Ganims might be prevailed on to deliver Jagannath into our hands #e price
upon our allowing them a quarter part of what may be recovered by their
means ; which being taken into consideration, it is not to be hoped that
the late brokers’ affairs can be brought to any conclusion while Jagannath
is out of our power; and we think we need not scruple to gratify the
Ganims in that manner, as whatever we recover by their assistance
will be so much more than we could otherwise expect ; but the Gentle-
men must explain to them that they are to have no part of what is al-
ready or shall hereafter be recovered by means of the Surat Government ;
but that upon the Ganims delivering Jagannath to us we will engage to
give them one quarter part of what we receive through their assistance
from without the town.

Ordered that a letter to this purport be prepared for Surat,
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1738 Bombay, 20th Augnst, 1738 (1738-39, S. F. 627)

John Horne to John Lambton.!

Bombay The President has communicated to us the substance of a letter

bargains wrote him by the Chief since the date of your last general advices, ac-
quainting him of some intimations he [the Chicf] had received that the
Ganims would deliver up Jagannath on our engaging to allow them one
quarter part of such money or effects, as may hereafter to be put into
our possession by their means, belonging to the late brokers. We have
maturely considered this proposal; and being of opinion that the
late brokers’ affairs cannot be brought to any good conclusion without
Jagannath being in our hands, and that whatever we get in our
possession of by means of the Ganims will be more than we could
expect without consenting to gratify them, we do permit you to improve
the hints you have received and endeavour to agree with the Ganims
on the above said terms (if better cannot be procured) to deliver Jagan-
nath into your hands; and let your transactions be carried on, and the
agreement made with the utmost privacy, lest the Surat Government
upon getting notice thercof may be backward in their assistance and
pretend to expect to be gratified after the same manner.

We choose this method of gratifying the Ganims (rather than with
a sum certain) because we shall be always sure of the benefit of their
assistance before they are paid for it, whereas, if we give them a sum
in hand, they might possibly deliver Jagannath to us, but we much
doubt whether we should afterwards come to the possession of any
of the family cflects by their assistance without a further consideration,
But you must observe to make no promises or engagements that may be
binding on your side until Jagannath be delivered into your hands;
and you must explain to them that they are to have no part of the money
that is recovered already, or shall hereafter be recovered through the
assistance of the Surat Government, but only what the Ganims them-
selves actually sccure and put into your possession.

1738 Bombay, 23rd August, 1738 (1738, P. D. 11B)
Letter from Surat.
Buying off Received a letter from the Chicf and Factors of Surat, dated
Damaji the 17th August.

They advise that they have accommodated matters with the Ganims,
by which they are relieved from much anxiety and care in the perfor-
mance of their investments; but the charge, they say, has been great,
the broker having given among the chicf ofticers seven thousand Rupees,
besides sixteen hundred among the under-officers for the release of the
goods they detained last year; which latter sum was carried to that
investment ; and they have now got the Ganims’ parwanah for the I‘rcv
exercise of their trade and commerce. They say that the threatening
messages sent them by the Ganims last vear and the detention _(‘rf ‘thc
goods of the investment were doubtless cccasioned by the ill offices {)f
Manurdas Laldas and the friends of the Iate brokers, and would !m'i\r.‘
had much worse consequences, if Damaji, ete. had not been thus bowgs 1t
off ; and as no business can be'transacted without the consent of thot

1 Jolin Lambton, Chief at Surat.
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people, they hope the money paid will not be esteemed ill laid out, more
especially as the charge to keep them in temper for the future may not
now exceed five or six hundred Rupees a year to be given them in some
Europe curiosities.

Bombay, 30th September, 1738 (1738, P. D. 11B) 1738
Letter from Surat reconsidered. . ‘

Their letter of the 12th August being reperused and taken mto consi- 7ypu10 or
deration, that part of it which advises of the sums paid by the broker to present
the Ganims for clearing the Hon’ble Company’s goods and preventing our
business being interrupted by them, as well as what was disbursed for ob-
taining the orders from Court to the Governor in our favour for obliging
the Sidis and late brokers to pay their debts, the whole amounting to
Rupees ten thousand, four hundred, as by the following account, viz.

Given to Damaji .. .. . ..3,000
Devaji .. .. .. ..2,000
Madhaji Govind, the Diwan ..1,000
Essaji Faujdar .. . ..1,000
Bhagvan Pandit . .. .. .. 250

Baboohoy Bakhshi .. .. 250
Madhowjee Munshi o .. 150
Moropant, Devaji’'s Diwan .. 150
Gangaji at Navsari .e .. 500

Sundry servants, etc. .e .. 300

Amount given to the Ganim officers ..8,600
Expenses in procuring orders from Court
for recovering the brokers and Sidi’s debts ..1,800

Rupees ..10,400 0 O

o ol cooocoococooco
o ol coocococoocoo

The Gentlemen assure us that to the amount of fifty thousand Rupees
worth of goods were actually seized last season by the Ganims, who
threatened to sell them at Songarh ; whereupon they directed the broksr
to endeavour underhand to obtain leave for their being brought imiz
town ; which was effected by means of some of the under-ofacars For
sixteen hundred Rupees; and Damaji, the chief officer, and others Iz power

. were to have had five thousand Rupees more ; but their 255 =g
them away prevented the agreement being made last smzsom; Dt &5
year they renewed their demands, when the broker, for tha sei= of czor—r-
ing on the Hon’ble Company’s investments withon? Fer—odrs for
those people, was obliged to gratify them on the ezsies: Tzs o oo -
and he declared he paid them seven thousang Srmess o e 2o
the gratuity to the under-officers the year Bewn.

It is to be observed that by the contrecis S o Tre=s Det
with the brokers for the investments the ==t =7 55 —iiers, ar~ ‘=
be run by our Hon’ble Masters ; and comsidering 132t 3o Srm—r s

last year detained so large a quantity of zoo= 23 wors = S

practise the like till some agreement wzs made, ¥z Jer's S ';ﬁi;‘

-

given by the broker (though large} fif I amt; eretnlT 2g - -p T

J N

g
}

H
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men tell us the expense of keeping the Ganims in temper hereafter may
not exceed five or six hundred Rupees per annum.

However, as the private trade of the English in general as well
as the Hon'ble Company will, we hope, reap some benefit by the par-
wanahs (or orders) given by the Ganims to all their officers about Surat
net to give any hindrance to the English business, we think the whole
charges ought not to fall upon the Hon’ble Company, though it is reason-
able that they should bear a part ; and debating what sum to allow the .

. broker, it is agreed that the whole expenses be equally borne between

1738

Sharing
expenses

1738

Maneckji

1738

Accounls
settled

the Hon’ble Company and him, deducting from the sum allowed him
the sixteen hundred Rupees already charged to the last investment, when
there will remain three thousand six hundred Rupees to be paid him now.

Bombay Castle, 4th October, 1738 (1738-39, S. F. 627)
John Horne to John Lambton.

On reperusing your letter of the 17th August and examining the
account of the money disbursed by Maneckiji to the Ganims on account
of the investment and the expenses of procuring the orders from Court
in our favour, and it appearing in the contract that for many years past
our Hon’ble Masters are answerable for all losses by fire, robbers, etc. that
shall happen to the goods, and to the amount of fifty thousand Rupees
having been obtained by the Ganims last year, the release of which was
procured on the promise of paying-them a sum of money, we have con-
sented to allow Maneckji half the expenses he has been at for the services,
amounting to Rupees five thousand two hundred, in part of which sixteen
hundred Rupees have already been charged to last year’s investment ;
the remaining three thousand six hundred Rupees you are, therefore,
to make good to him, carrying a proportion thereof to the investment
and the rest to charges extraordinary. '

As we hope the private trade will benefit under our Hon'ble Masters
protection by thus removing the obstacles it used to meet with from the
Ganims, we are persuaded that Maneckji will be well satisfied with what
we have allowed him ; and we are the rather induced to permit so much
of this expense to be borne by our Hon’ble Masters, as you tell us that
the charge of keeping the Ganims in temper for the future will not exceed
five or six hundred Rupees per annum, within which bounds you must

endeavour to keep it.

Bombay, 3rd November, 1738 (1738-39, S. F. G27)

Letter from Surat. ] y
The last Surat letter is now reperused ; but, as by private advices

we learn that Maneckji Nowroji is preparing to come hither to sc'tltlc
the account of the money he has disbursed to the Ganims, ctc. and also
concerning the vakilship, the answering that part of their letter 1s un-
necessary, but the Secretary is ordered to prepare the needful reply con-

cerning other matters.

Bombay, 26th November, 1738 (1738-39, S. F. 726)

At a Consultation. . .
The account given in by Maneckji of money dishursed to the G'ir‘xir::
for obtaining the release of the goods they had stopped and to pre
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their giving further interruption in our business, the particulars of which
are noted in our consultation of the 30th September, is then taken into
consideration ; when Maneckji, acquainting the Board that Mr. Hope
knew everything that passed on that occasion and referring to him for
a particular account thereof, Mr. James Hope was sent for; and being
called in and told the occasion, he affirms that he was present with
Mr. Lambton when Maneckji was ordered (on the Ganims stopping a
parcel of goods to the amount of fifty thousand Rupees and threats to
sell them at Songarh) to get them cleared as cheap as possible and to
make the best terms he could with the Ganims, that our business might
go on currently hereafter, when Maneckji told them be believed it would
cost about five thousand Rupees to gratify the head-officers, which he
accordingly promised to pay ; but at that time nothing further was done
than clearing the goods the Ganims had detained, which cost sixteen
hundred Rupees to the under-officers, and was charged on last year’s
investment. The Ganims this year signifying their expectations of being
gratified, Maneckji sent his people to seitle the terms with them ; but
they flew from their former agreement, and as Maneckji assured
Mr. Lambton, and he considering what had happened last year and
having no room to doubt but the Ganims would practise the same till
they were gratified, they thought is necessary to make the Ganims easy,
and Maneckji was ordered to do it on the terms they demanded, if they
could not be brought to accept of less ; but Mr. Lambton told him he
must bear some part of the expense as well as the Company, and that
the whole affair should be laid before us for our determination ; and
Mr. Hope adds that be really believes Maneckji paid seven thousand
Rupees or more in making up matters with the Ganims.

Maneckji acknowledges Mr. Lambton told him he must expect to
bear some part of this charge, and says he should not have refused
one or two thousand Rupees, had he continued in his employ of
broker ; but that now he cannot afford any such loss, and as the money
was paid by him solely for the Hon'ble Company’s service and by the per-
mission and order of their Chief at Surat, he thinks he has a fair and just
title to the whole; which he, therefore, hopes we will order to be paid him.

The Board, debating hereupon, think we cannot reasonably expect
Maneckiji should bear any part of said expense, as it appears by the
declaration of Mr. Hope that Mr. Lambton ordered him to make the
Ganims easy on the best terms he could, after Maneckji bad acquainted
him they insisted on six or seven thousand Rupees; and though it is a
considerable expense, yet the resolution the Ganims had taken to stop our
goods and hinder our business, rendered the submitting to absolutely neces-
sary ; and as the charge of keeping the Ganims in temper hereafter may
not amount to above five or six hundred Rupees per annum, the Gentle-
men hope this money will not be esteemed ill laid out.

For all which reasons it is agreed that we allow Maneckji the amount
of these expenses, being Rupees seven thousand; but Mr. Hope not
being certain whether Mr. Lambton acquiesced in his paying six or seven
thousand, ‘Maneckji now declares he will refund one thonsand Rupees
if the Hon’ble Company are pleased so to order, though he ';()]('n']n,]"
affirms he paid above seven thousand Rupees ; which he will clenrly | y

whenever he may be called upon. Jearly prove

S—



No. 4. MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION (1740—1746)

UNDER this heading are grouped vatious events, most of

them in the nature of disconnected occurrences, either
directly or indirectly dealing with Damaji, Some of these
events relate to Damaji’s own activities, others refer to the
doings of Rangoji and Devaji Takapir, respectively Damaji's
deputy and his lieutenant. In several instances mention is
made of the trading difficulties which the English Factors
experienced at Surat, Cambay, Broach and elsewhere, and
for which Damaji and his officers were mostly responsible.
An insight may also be gained into the disturbed state of the
country after the death of Momin Khan, owing to the rapidly
declining power of the Mogul Emperors. But it has proved
impossible to group these events under a specific heading,
hence the caption: miscellaneous information,

DOCUMENTS

1740 Surat, 8ih Awgust, 1740 (1740-42, S. F. 64)
At a Consultation
Damaji’s The Chief acquaints the Board that he has received a letter from
threat Damaji, desiring him to join with the Government in obliging the Dutch
Council to reinstate their late Director!, otherwise he would put a stop
to our investment ; to which he is desired to return a civil answer.

1740 Surat, 13th August, 1740 (1740-43, S. F. 631)
James Hope to Stephen Law? o
Danmaji’s The Chief has received a letter from Damaji, desiring him to join
threal with the Governor to compel the Dutch Council to reinstate their late
Dircctor, otherwise he would put a stop to our investment ; to which the
Chief returned a civil answer, but we don’t apprchend any ill conse-
quences will arise from this menace.

1 Sce Gaz, Bom. Pres. 11. 122,
2 Stephen Law, Governor of Bombay.
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Surat, 19ih August, 1740 (1740-42, S. F. 54) 1740
Request from Teg Bakht Khan.

This morning the Chief received a message from the Diwan by order 7. B.
of the Governor, acquainting him that, there being at present not a very Khan's
good understanding between him and the Ganims on account of the Jear
difference between the late Director and his Council, he requests we
would not export any warlike stores to the ports that are under their
government. In answer to which the Chief assured him that we should
not ship off any of those commodities to their ports without first ob-
taining the Governor’s consent.

Surat, 24th October, 1740 (1740-42, S. F. 54) 1740
Surat to Bowmbay.

That, as the Ganims were drawing all their forces together near Inmvest-
the place where our chintzes are whitened, we had been obliged to bring ment
them down to our bunder; which would retard that part of the invest-
ment sometime longer than we expected.

Surat, 27th December, 1740 (1740-42, S. F. 64) 1740
Surat to Bombay.

That, as the Governor [Teg Bakht Khan] was apprehensive of a visit 7. B.
from the Ganims, he desired that we should send him two barrels of gun- Khan's
powder and fifteen maunds of lead, for which he promised to pay ready vequest
money.

Broach, 23rd December, 1772 (1772-73, S. F. 662) 1741
Amnecdote regarding Broach.

Upon Nadir Shah’s entering India and taking Delhi, the Mogul Revense
Power thereby struck, and the whole country thrown into confusion, of Broaci
the Marathas under Damaji (Pilaji being dead), taking advantage of the
times, assembled a pretty numerous army and besieged Broach for about
three months. When Nizam-ul-Mulk to put a final stop to those depre-
dations dispatched Daula Khan to come to a final treaty with Damaji,
when matters were accommodated, and an agreement entered into that
for the future the Marathas should receive from the districts 6/10th
and the Government of Broach 4/10. This is now about 3 years ago.l
Ever since which time the revenues have been collected in these propor-
tions; and the Marathas have not given Broach any material disturbance
excepting when compelled to it by the conduct of the late Nawab.

Surat, 10th April, 1742 (1740-42, S. F. 54)
Sum’t‘r 1tlo ﬁe Court of Directors.

] e Marathas have taken a large ship bound to Jiddah, belongine o Si:
this place, and worth between three ax?d four Iakhgof Rupeeso? %Iéltg vig i”i“‘
presume they may restore the ship and cargo for some considerz;tinn as |
we are of opinion they have taken this step ‘to render fhamseh‘esvm,c\‘e
formidable to the traders of this port and by that means to enipy ihs
duties or jagir which the Sidis are now in possession of, v;?*.gj a}a:;;

1742

miserably reduced that they are neither able to protect the trade of 255
1 Other sources date back the division of the Broneh meyvenra i cha paps To5

See Watson, History of Gujarat, 125; Gaz. Bar. Sizir, I, 243
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hend trouble from the Ganims. Damaii v i
ns. 1 with 10,000 horses is now at
f;zc:l‘o'c}aé S}gould. hfi co(;ne ghls way, he would meet with no resistz:.nc:z;2 ;
i Lambay 1s plundered, the Company’s invest { ;
would undergo the same fate. PR mnvestment and warchouse

Surat, 24th February, 1743 (1740-43, S. F. 631)
Surat to William Wake.

In our former we acquainted Your Honour, etc. that Devaji had
defeated Damaji, who, it seems, had fled with a small party of horse to
Baroc}a, and was not slain in the battle as was before surmised. Devaji
has since ravaged and pillaged the whole country thereabouts, and taken
possession of the Castle at Songarh, the town being before burnt and laid
waste by Damaji’s brother ; after which Devaji proceeded to Lachpur,
where the greatest part of Damaji’s treasure is lodged. All the inhabi-
tants of the villages of the adjacent parts are come under the walls of
this city for sanctuary, so that the whole country is in the utmost distress
and confusion.

Surat, 24th February, 1743 (1742-44, S. F. 64)
Swuratl lo Bombay.

Wrote a letter to the Presidency, enclosing them copies of Mr. Se-
well’s two letters and acquainting them of Damaji's having made his
escape to Baroda, and that Devaji had proceeded to Lachpur, where
Damaji’s treasure was kept, after having taken the Castle of Songarh,
the town being before destroyed.

Bombay, 24th February, 1734 (1743, P. D. 164)

Received a letter from the Chief and Factors at Surat. They men-
tioned a battle being fought between Damaji and Devaji, in which it
was said the former was slain and his whole army dispersed

Surat, 27th February, 1743 (1742-44, S. I'. 64) N

Received a letter from Mr. Sewell, dated [Cambay] the 23rd, advising
us of the death of the Nawab of Ahmadabad, and desiring we would
not release Agha Bagher's boat, as that would be a sccurity to us, should
Damaji, who was at Baroda with ten thousand horse, [intend) to plunder
Cambay, which the merchants were apprehensive of ; ‘for, was he to
bend his march that way, he would meet with no resistance; but he
would endeavour to obtain leave to ship off the investment and (hs‘pa’tc.h
the boat to the Pagoda, as he did not apprehend there was any risk in

so doing.

Surat, 28th February, 1743 (1742-43, S. F. 633)

Hope to John Sewell. ) . .
jamc’l"ghis xﬁoming came to hand yours of the 23rd, in }W}"Ch [tee] “z’;f{: rc
i an and the apprehensions the town 15 unaer,

the death of Momin Khan o and should it so happen,

i ji think inst it ;
amaii thinks proper to come against it ; ant
:fn?‘hrg ;])Iundcrcdri)t, I;ur investment must certainly undergo the same

i i c oy ien to procure
or people’s goods. We observe you design ¢
Ifzzii:c‘?ft I;‘h‘z}:tl}rzn Kll)mx{ for s%ipping them off, which we have acquainted
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Naugur with, who now writes to his people and will take care to make
the proper insurance here.

Bombay, 1st March, 1743 (1743, P. D. 164) 1743
Received a letter from the Chief and Factors at Surat dated the Damaji’s
24th ultimo. defeat

They mention some particulars which followed the defeat of Damaji
by Devaji, and that these commotions in the country had made the
inhabitants of the neighbouring villages to retirc under the walls of
Surat.

Surat, 13th April, 1743 (1742-44, S. F. GA) 1743
The trouble amongst the Ganims, this Board very well knows, has Invest-

been the occasion of goode falling twenty per cent. since the arrival of ment

the first ships; and that at present there is great appearance of those

troubles being over, which will open the roads and occasion a consider-

able demand for goods, so that of course the price must increase in pro-

portion thereto.

Cambay, 13th May, 1743 (1742-43, S. F. 633) 1743
Thomas Hodges to James Hopel

All advices lately from Ahmadabad have been filled with the plun- 4hmada-
derings and unparalled exactions of Nawab Bahadur?, the person in provi- %22
sional command of this subah; which have proceeded from a want of
money to bribe the leading men at Court to procure him a commission,

Surat, 16th May, 1743 (1742-43, S. F. (633) 1743
Letter from Cambay.

Received a letter from Cambay, dated the 13th, acknowledging ours A4pmada-
of the 9th instant, setting forth the exactions of the Nawab of Ahma- bad
dabad in plundering the merchants of that city in order to get his com-
mission confirmed from Court by bribing the great men.

Cambay, 20th May, 1743 (1742-43, S. F. 633) 1743
Thomas Hodges to James Hope.
The Nawab returned this morning to Ahmadabad with booty of Cambay

aif: geast one lakh and an half of Rupces, that he had plundered this city
of.

Surat, 22nd May, 1743 (1742-43, S. F. 633) 1743
Letter from Cambay.

This day received a letter from Mr. Thomas Hodges at Cambay 4fairs at
dated the 17th May, advising that he had met the Nawab at the garden, Cembay
a little distant from that place, and made him a present to the amount
of Rs. 58,32 ; but cannot say what [the) other expenses may be, as the
officers belonging to his retinue are to be gratified ; and that he has
begun to plunder the merchants, giving an obligation by way of borrow-

1 Thomas Hodges, Chief at Cambay,

2 Probably Fida-ud-din Khan, who was appointed acti i i
Khan's death. ppointed acting Viceroy after Momin

3 Fida-ud-din Khan, the acting Viceroy. See Gaz. Bom. Pres. I, I, 327.
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ing, though he feared that was of no great validitv; and had

g gh he as | S v; ad sent for
vakil, requesting that the Resident would sell him some silk, imno "{tr}xls
sugar to the amount of thirty or forty thousand Rupecs, for the dis-

. charge of which the custom-master Mirza Mogul should be security;

1743

Nawab
leaves
Cambay

1743

Rangoyé
Gefealed

1743

Fear of

and that he would put three towns in his possession until th %
cleared ; with all which he waved complyilr;g, as it was immesia(t]zﬁf c‘;::
trary to the Governor and Council’s orders of Bombay ; on which the
Nawab smiled and hoped he would not persist in his resolutions. He:
hopes that we shall approve of the steps he had taken throughout this
affair. During the Nawab’s stay there, he informs us that one Badar
Khan, a Patan general, had challenged him to battle and remained at
Dholka with an army of 5,000 men.

Sural, 24tk May, 1743 (1742-43, S. F. 633)
Letter from Cambay.

Received a letter from Mr. Hodges, dated the 20th instant, letting
us know that he had at last got rid of the Nawab’s importunity! by ma-
king him a present of a fowling-piece ; and that he was returned to Ahma-
dabad having plundered Cambay of about one lakh and a half of Rupees ;
that the whole expense of his presents amounts to Rupees 93.8 which,
ke hoped, we would not think unreasonable.

Surat, 31st May, 1743 (1742-43, S. F. 633)
Surat to Bombay.

\We have received advice from Cambay that the Nawab of Ahma-
dabad?, on his return to that city, had by svrprise scized Rangoji, the
Ganim general, together with most of his officers, and made them prison-
ers; that his army which consisted of about 8,000 men had thereupon
dispersed ; and that by this means the Nawab had possessed himself
of the whole city, the revenues of which the Ganim general had before
shared with him ; and we hear that [%¢] demands no less than ten lakhs of

Rupees for his ransom.?

Cambay, Sth June, 1743 (1742-43, S. F. 633)

Thomas Hodges o James Hope. . .
The conquest Nawab Bahadur lately obtained over the Ganims

Rangefi ot Ahmadabad has exceedingly exasperated them against the Moors,

in so much that they spare not to cut off the cars and noses of all such
as they can catch within five kos of these walls.  Tf this victory should,
as some conjecture, draw Damaji’s whole force into these parts, 1t may
not only prove fatal to the Moors, but will certainly be a hindrance to the
Hon'ble Company’s investment, so that, in my opiion, Gentlemen, the
Jess vou can bring the contracters to depend upon Dholka and I\cmq
for nicannces and dutties, the greater will be your prospect of the goods

being delivered in time.

1 Fida-ud-din; sec preceding letter.
3 ~a1l e | e
2 Fida-ud-din vigerously attacked Rangoy, d\’.’m'.cc‘l him, "
o I \'i - 1< vy ot - N cAre Koole
surrender Borsad and Vimamegam.  In this woy Fida-ud-din tweame

Gujarat (Gaz. Bom, Pres. V1, 176)

and force] him o
tratder nf
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Cambay, 12th September, 1743 (1743-14, S. F. 639) 1743
Thomas Hedees to James Hope.

The Ganims being so near, has obliged our Governor to double his Cambay
puard here and {fo] desire that T would send men to take care of the ™ danger
bastion that is always entrusted to the English, At present T have
onlv enlisted one officer and five peons; but, if the whole body of the
Ganims' army should approach us, T shall be necessitated to increase
the number. ~ In this T have done as was heretofore nsnal on such oe-
casions, and therefore T hope it will meet with your approbation ) and
vou may depend that, whenever the circumstances of affairs will admit
of their Leing discharged, I shall do it instantly.

Surat, 16th Sepicmber, 1743 (1742-44, §. F. G:4) 1743
Letter from Cambay.

Received a letter from Mr. odees af Cambay, dated the 12th ?ﬂ’;:’/n_v
instant, acquainting that on account of the Ganims’ troubles there were ' “@iger
no more than 100 corgest of the dificrent sorts of goods received into the
warchouse since his last ; that the Ganims being <o near, he was obliged
at the Governor's request to send an officer and five peons to the bastion
usually entrusted to the English, whom he should take care to discharge
as soon as the circumstances of affairs would permit.

Cam:bay, 18t Oclober, 1743 (1743-44, S. F. 635) 1743
Thomas Hodges to James Hope.

Nizam Khan,? not caring to stand a sicge against the Ganims, has Cambay
purchased Rangoji’s friendship by allowing him half the revennes of revenue
Cambay, so that now his people as well as the Khan's are pliced at the
custom-houses for recovering the dutv upan all poods. At present
our business goes on as usual and, T hope, will meet with ne impediments,
though the Ganims begin to act very imperiously already, and even
spare not to insult the Governor's and custom-masier's servants.

Surat, 22nd October, 1743 (IT42-44, S. F. 64)
Letter from Cambay.

Received a letter from Mr. Hodges at Cambay, dated the 18th ins- Cambay
tant. Idc advises that Nizam Kban had allowed the Ganims half the revenue
revenues of Cambay, and that their officers were accordingly placed at
the customs-house. That the troubles bLeing now over, he had dis-
charged the officer and five peons he had enlisted on that account, and
that the boats, sent for the investment, were loading with the utmest
expedition, and that by them we should receive about 97 bales.

1743

Surat, 28th December, 1743 (1742-44, S. F. GA) 1743
Fight between Moguls and Marathas.
This day we had certain advices that yesterday e

 r..
- . -t
army engaged with the Ganims commanded by Devniime cn2 32zn 0. 22
1 Khorjam a lot of 20 picces, commonly called poerr =" 7Toow'.
2 Nizam Khan, called Najam Khan by Watson 32 55 Tenrmm 7 Goirpar 329

was the son-in-law of Momin Khan, who had e:4*
ruler at Cambay. Upon Momin Khan's dec
ship; he died in 1748 and was succeeded b

- - s
GOV L LITIILIT, LT s e
-

known as Momin Khan 1I. T T TR
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rao at a place called Piravul, which is 18 kos from hence.1 That in the
beginning of the action four or five thousand Marathas, who were in
Muckboul Alum’s army, deserted to Devajirao and assisted him. That
the battle was fought very obstinately for a considerable time. That
Muckl?oul Alum and Futtahiab Khan were both killed, a great number
of ’chellgll mgn cut to pieces, and the rest dispersed, and that 5,000 Marathas
were killed,

Bombay, 1st January, 1744 (1744, P. D. 174)
Letter from Surat.

Received a letter from the Chief and Factors at Surat, dated the
22nd of December [1743].

The Governor has suspicions the English will assist Muckboul Alum,3
though the Chief, etc. repeatedly assured him they are groundiess; that
they are certain the English had no correspondence with Muckboul Alum
either at Bombay or there. The army was within two kos of them,
and [a] general stop [was] put to all business.

Bombay, 2nd [January, 1744 (1744, P. D, 174)
Lectter from Surat.

Received a letter from the Chief and Tactors at Surat dated the
26th ultimo [26¢s December, 1743].

Muckboul Alum’s army was filed off towards Broach, and were much
harassed by the Ganims.

Cambay, 16th February, 1744 (1743-44, S. F. 635)
Thomas Hodges to James Hope. '

I am now to advise you that Rangoji is in sight of this cify with
an army of 20,000 Ganims, who are all encamped at a place called Nanag-
sett. His coming, it seems, is only to hasten the N_awab to finich the
payment of the lakh of Rupees which he had promised to give him for
his assistance in taking Ahmadabad from Kamal-ud-din.

The power of the Ganims being at present much greater than that
of the Moguls, not only in Abmadabad and_t}us place, but 1hrou';;lxmxt
Gujarat makes Rangoji look upon himsclf in the light of the ;\.:nml;
and expect the same respect from all merchants whercever he goes ; anc

therefore, as it is always usual for us to give the Nawab of Ahmadabad

a present when he comes hither, I thought, considering the op;?rl:gn:‘tg
his people have, in spitc of the Khan, of giving us troublesin our bu -.u;,., 5
bere, it would be best to make a friend of him. I acrordingly wauted on
him the day before yesterday and made him a prese  th

of 119 Rupees, which he received in a very courtenus manner, o i)
ed Trimbak Pandit, his Cambay chauthia, te g1+ x‘mmr;dntr. rs; e
to whatever business I might want at any time of him. In my con
yattle of Kim Kathodea,  See Gan e, Si3f2

K w t
Piravul mas be the same ng Panmy mn
’ ohit in 1748, from e

nt to the amount
ud order.
mtch

1 This probably rcICr?tq th;: }mo
1, 449; Watson, HHistory of Gujarat, 130 aval may be t,
Watson's ‘:'.ccm;nt. According to Watenn this l"‘“,f.. wits !_7 bt b 179
Surat letter it follows that the correct date s the 27th Deermber, 1774
4 S AMH . . R ~ ptpage of fravwiws, dreriy
2 The person designated by this title, which r.!."tn.‘ria the f(_: tl\f«"ff,.f., i
to be Abdul Aziz Khan, who after Mumin Kban's duath beames Viceroy Uy i

document.
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ence with him he bestowed several encomiums on the English in general,
and indeed treated me with a great deal of respect ; but asked me the
reason why we had not carried on any trade at Cambay this scason. I
answered that the troubles, [ which] we foresaw the country would be
involved, made us timorous of sending for goods, lest they should lic long
on our hands unsold. To which he said that, as the power of Gujarat
was now chiefly in his hands, he was determined to do whatever might
tend to promote a flourishing trade ; and therefore hoped I would write
to Bombay for goods. I gave him a promise to do as he desired ; and
after talking some time upon different subjects, took my leave

Surat, 19th Fecbruary, 1744 (1742-44, S. F. 64)
Letter from Cambay.

Received a letter from Mr. Hodges at Cambay, dated the 15th in-
stant, advising us of Rangoji the Ganim being in sight of that place with
an army of 20,000 men, and that be had been to visit him, and had made
him a present to the value of one hundred and nineteen (119) Rupees ;
which he hoped we would approve of, as it was proper to make a friend
of one who, in spite of the Country Government, had it in his power to
impede our business there.

Surat, 20th February, 1744 (1742-44, S. F. 64)
Letter to Cambay.

Wrote to Mr. Hodges at Cambay, acknowledging the receipt of his
two letters of the 16th and 17th instant, and acquaint him that we are
of opinion it had been more proper for him to have sent Edul with a
formal compliment than to have gone himself to see Rangoji, as such a
visit could not be altogether pleasing to the Government of the place ;
and that besides Edul needed only have made an inconsiderable pre-
sent, which would have been accepted with equal courtesy as that he
gave, being proportionably suitable to the giver; and that he might
always be assured, if Rangoji had the least regard to the trade of the
place, he would never consent to impede our business. That we were
much surprised he should hesitate with respect to the message sent him
by the merchants; that, if his business went cn well, and that Nizam Khan
had not hitherto given him any trouble, as he himself acknowledged,
it would be very unreasonable in him to desert the Factory and join the
black merchants, who possibly might be, or at least might think them-
selves injured. That, as for their threatenings, he well knew, if it suited
their interest, they would deal with him and not otherwise, even if he
sacrificed everything by joining with them. That undoubtedly he knew
our Hon'ble Masters had positively enjoined their servants never to
interfere in cases of that nature, but remain perfectly neuter on all oc-
casions where their privileges are not invaded ; that we should send copies
of the letters to Bombay to inform them the more fully of the troubles
Cambay was involved in ; and that he might charge the present given to
Rangoji to the Hon’ble Company’s account.

Surat, 22nd Febmary, 1744 (1742-43, S. F. 64)
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past to celebrate the Holi festival) tlat we send to hi

I 1 ¢ '
151 2 proper person and offers his service on this occagr(;ﬁI qﬁ?;:a;h;:\gr?:
phment from the Chief and a small present; which is tho’ught the more
necessary, as our complaisance at this time may prevent his people from
impeding the Company’s business in the out-parts, g

Bombay, 2nd March, 1744 (1744, P. D. 174
Letter from Surat. ", . )
Received by pattemar a letter from the Chief and T S
of the 22nd ultimo [22nd February]. et and Factors at Sumat

De\_raji, jche commanding officer of the Ganims, being come to Pul-
parah with his relations, it was judged proper to make him a compliment
and a small present; and the customer of Broach’s son being lately
married at Surat, it was requisite to present bim a shawl and turban,
his father being always ready to give dispatch to their business.

Surat, 8th March, 1744 (1742-44, S. F. 64)
Letter from Cambay and its answer.

Received a letter from Mr. Hodges at Cambay, dated the 3rd ins-
tant, wherein he acquaints us that Nizam Khan!, the Governor, had
approved of his intention to visit Rangoji, before be took that step, and
that he should be always as frugal as possible in making of presents.
That one Hamza Khan, Said Khan and the Ganim chauthia becoming
secutities for Nizam Khan’s mild behavionr towards the merchants, they
all came to town on the 2nd. He desires this his letter may be forward-
ed to the President and Council of Bombay and encloses a list of what
goods were then in the warehouse, being 41 corges of sundry sorts, He
adds that Rangoji as a menument of the Gentoos’ superier power had
caused to be opened a well near Cambay, which was sacred to the Gentoos,
who say it is 5,000 years old and was filled vp about forty years ago by
Aurangzeh. That he has even obliged Nizam Khan to set his people
to work thereon ; which (Mr. Hodges says) is making the Muhammadans
encouragers of wdolatory, a thing expressly against the fundamental
position of Muhammad’s doctrine.

Wrote {o Mr. Hodges at Cambay, acknowledging the receipt of his
letter of the 3rd instant, and acquainting him that, as he had not in his
former letter advised us of the precaution he had {aken before he had
visited Rangoji, it was impossible for us to know, and that we should
not be left to guess in afiairs of that nature. That the copics of his
former letters having been forwarded to Bombay long ago, that now
received could mot, according to his request, accompany thom; but
we should take care to send a copy of it thither by the first conveyance,

- i assisting i ning the
That we hoped the Governor’s concurring and assisting in openng A :
a harmony twixt him ane

antedeluvian well will be the accasion of such im and
the Ganims as will rebound to the advantage of the phcc}:md tho::‘j qzr}:

d . , . A& " . . l: re V::V.‘ .
thereof ; and that as to the contrariety of it to Nizam Khan's 1t o

we fancied he would prefer his own quict to the satisfying any £

scruple of conscience.
also known as Najam Khan, the son-n-law of Momin Khan L

1 Nizam Khan,
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Bombay, 13th October, 1744 (1744, P. D. 17B)
Letter from Surat.

This instant reccived a letter from the Chicf and Faclors at Surat,
dated the 12th instant, wherein they request that {he sale of Iturope
goods may be deferred until the return of the Edgbaston, on which Jagan-
nath would take passage, who had commissions from their merchants.
That Fakhr-ud-daula had defcated the Marathas, and that it is gener-
ally Delieved Kamal-ud-din Khan-Babi would be obliged to deliver up
{hc city of Ahmadabad’, which was closely besicged.

Surat, March, 1745 (1744-46, S. I. 7)
Letier from Cambay.

Rececived a letter from Mr. Hodges at Cambay, [dafcd 4th March)
wherein he acquaints us that IKXhanderao, the Ganim general, had stopped
the Dholka kafilah?, which amounted to about ten thousand (10,000)
Rupees, one thousand of which being goods of the Company’s invest-
ment. He had accordingly procured and dispatched a letter from Nizam
Khan and another from the Ganim Governor there to Khanderao, in
which they each of them desired him to release our goods.

Surat, March, 1745 (1744-46, S. . 7)
Letter from Cambay.

Received a letter from Mr. Hodges at Cambay [daled 13th Marcl]
acquainting us that Ihanderao had restored our goods and replaced
them in Dholka, and that he had one hundred and thirty cight (138) corges
of the investment in the warebouse besides twenty 29 corges of duttees
in the dyers’ hands, which he shortly expected.

Surat, May, 1745 (1744-46, S. F. 7)
Letter from Cambay. .

Received a letter from Mr. Hodges, [dafed 26th May) acquainting
us he will repair hither by land, provided we procured Damaji’s par-
wanah.

Wrote to Mr. Hodges to acquaint him we had sent people to Baroda

for procuring a passport for himseclf and whatever necessaries he might
bring with him.

Surat, 15th June, 1745 (1744-46, S. F. 7)

Sent a pattemar to Mr. Hodges at Cambay with a letter enclosing
a letter from Damaji’s brother for himself and whatever necessaries
he might bring with him. '

Surat, 28th August, 1746 (1746-49, S. F. 8, I)
Letter to Bombay.

This evening Teg Bakht Khan, Governor of this city, departed this
life, having been for a long time ill of a flux ; upon which Begler Khan,

Governor of the Castle, took upon him the charge of the government,
until orders should come from Court. .

1 See Watson, History of Gujarat, 131.
2 A caravan.
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No. 5. STRUGGLE FOR SUPREMACY BETWEEN MIAH
ACHIND AND SAFDAR KHAN (1747-1749)

THE account of this struggle as given in the Gagetieer of

the Bombay Presidency (I, 123) is incomplete and
misleading, as may be gathered from the. following brief
outline of the concatenation of events. The Gasgetteer does
not distinguish between the two phases of the contest, The
first contest opens on the 23rd October, 1747, (see letter of
that date) when Miah Achind seized the Castle. It closes
on the 28th February, 1748, (see letter of the 4th March,
1748), on which day Safdar Khan surrendered the gates of
the city and retired to the English garden, After he had
been thus deprived of the nawabship (a detail not even
hinted at by the Gazetfeer) Safdar Khan attempted to make
good his loss of power and prestige; and this constitutes
the second phase of the contest, which may be considered to
have started on the 14th September, 1748 (see letter of that
date), and which came to an end on the 25th December,
1748, with Safdar Khan's departure for Tatta,

DOCUMENTS

Surat, 8th September, 1787 (1787, S. & P. D. 36
John Grifiith to Rawson Hart Boddam. .
Origin of Surat chauth levied by Marathas.

In obedience to your commands dated the 7th ultimo we have made cpam
every possible enquiry into the origin of the chauth! and of the resi-
dence of a chauthia at Surat ; and we find that previous to the year
1748 there was no chauthia at Surat, on the part either of the Peshwa
or Gaikwad. That in 1747 Damaji Gaikwad had a private agent, named
Bayaji, at Surat for the sole purpose of buying piece-goods for his master,
and he used to apply to the Nawab for an exemption from duties.

1747

1 This account has been here chronologically split up into several parts. S
Index, Griffith. 8 o P P o
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Surat, 11tk January, 1747 (1746-49, S. F. 8, I)
This evening Muncher’s brother and some others under the Hon'ble

Company’s protection were ve
’ v ry much wounded by the deceased Gover-
I};ortsh slaves ; after which upwards of a hundred of them passed t\:‘l?crc
y the Facto.ry with draWI} swords in a riotous manner. It js therefore
agreed to write the following 7occa to Safdar Khan! to prevent such

insults in future.

Translation of the rocca® sent to Safdar Khan.

Last night Salim a}nd others of the Government’s slaves, without
any cause or provocation, wounded Muncherji’s brother and another
Parsi, his servant; and not contented with that, came in a riotous and
tumultuons manner with drawn swords before the Factory, and after-
wards beat and abused several people belonging to the English and
under their protection. Formerly some English gentlemen were also
beat in a cruel manner by the Government’s peons, and no redress has
been hitherto obtained. If abuses of this nature are overlooked by
the Government in a city to which all nations resort and by whose
trade it subsists, it must of course go soon to ruin ; and it is impossible
for us or other strangers to carry our business, where slaves are permitted
to domineer without any restraint. Therefore we hope and expect that
satisfaction be made for this, and proper care taken to prevent such

insults in future.

Surat, 21st February, 1747 (1746-49, S. F. 8, 1)
Wrote to the Hon’ble President and Council of Bombay to advise

them of the death of Begler Khan.

Surat, 12th April, 1747 (1746-49, S. F. 8, I) .

This day an hour was appointed at the Darbar for opening a com-
mission or sanad said tohave been sent from Court to Safdar Khan for the
government of this place. 1he principal merchants attending to pay
him their usual compliments, the Chief directed Govindas to prcs.cnl‘
him with two gold and seven silver Rupees. Public ra)pxcmgi’ were
made on this occasion, the cannon of the town and Castle being discharg-

ed, and at night the streets illuminated.

Surat, 23rd November, 1747 (1747, S. F. 637)

Revolution at Sural. .
i i i i <hshi master here, took the

This morning Miah Achind,? the bakhshi or payma e, took the
Castle by surpri%e, confined Muhammad Wiqar Khan (Saf('l.w" M‘u‘:}:‘;‘
son), the Governor thercof, and immediately caused o prac .\m.x‘:.:‘.‘;
to be made through the city that Nasir Jang (Nizam-ul-mulk’s son) was

. 1 verrey 35}
’ ; Begler Khan, was in comm S
akht Khan had two brothers; thg one, H Khan, Ry
of t}lcT(?ast}lgcl"kt];\Lc Iot‘hcr, Safdar IChan, was Naib or deputy-governar {a
Pres. 11, 116). -
: er.
2 Rocca, roocka, yooka means o ICiLer. et e
3 On his accession to_the nawabship on the l't’tlx! Apr‘:}.mlt; i\;}:x"ud ’:M\IW!
inted his son Wigar KXhan commander of the Castle. i Ak Tt e
appo.mtlcTcn Bakht Khan's daughter, succeeded in secunng b
married Teg Bak an's

Castle for himself.
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Surat, 25th November, 1747 {1 747, . -
: * ¥ e vt A E
. t. “ . 7:‘«'2‘ GRS ‘ ‘
R atrggi%cd a message from M?hr!}:h o M
fe A + ey . ”“3"" % SO RN ; .
(}éﬁv;grgm [gentlemen] to meet th'(“;;‘; e Bt e
a‘gpthis place to consider 2 proper ?‘.n"i‘::ﬁw DR :
; tine his reason and by whost 31‘ iy b b
requesﬁce(gi in our Diary under the .,a..d n tasd,
dr L peciini.
a;ngoMessrs Sadlier and Fraser to this meciin:
s

Surat, 25th Novemb{cr, 1747 (1747, S. F. 653
ion ab Sural. P
leg\‘ﬁtég:rsagadﬁer and Traser rctumbﬁ. fu'n:-’- !fg RN
ed us that at Safdar Khan's vequest they vl 4,‘1...;‘:4: Bl
and other merchants agreed to wnte 2 gm.’ o "; i .
{it] should be sent to the Castle; Whl.t ] ‘:-‘bl:"s O
The steps that have been taken by Your boares

e :‘&'“ [ :' JCREE £ l -
inhabitants in general into the graatest comatornstidi o 310 ;

N s
PR M
s ae v oz

-8

cause of a great deal of bloodshed and {(zf I3 Stogbes ‘ L
If on this occasion [yor had] the King's comni iy 2o Sy
made [clear] ; and if you have no orders fron: the Fae 7 oottt
know what your intentions are, and favour ns with ;. -t :

Miah Achind sent by the return of the me.0 ~
rocca a copy of the commission he had from Jicimabeil clane
same time sent a verbal message by them 1o tegue  they w0 b 2w
Safdar Khan immediately to evacuate the city 1o gaenris

IS A '.—’ .
chief | which some of the chief merchants went with 4o ther 1o e0e
result of which is not yet known,

v
Translation of the commission, which Miah Achind save firogeen g b
Nizam-ul-mulk, signed by Nizam, thus '

Act according 1o this writing. T having repeatediy does inf ap.
of the cruelties and oppressions practised at Surst frim (AT LI
of the inhabitants there and {he testimonies of persany who Yoove o -
from that place, and as the case and security e i N
Gate of the House of Gogd [Surat]

of the inhnlitnre. of 3t.

Lo Is a meritorious piver of S
Excellency is directed, if I Prie, Ay

you find it practicable, 4 PO<h Ciara b
wrttatever Tanmer you can of the city and Caatle, and breaking the Lo
of the oppressor that it may no longer distress {1 A
doing this........... o favour ¢

e poor and hielpli s gy
. €L us be acquainted thi e,
v+eeoe e When our army shall he appointed to sué;cour vou, -
Surat, 101, December, 1747 (1747, S. F 637)

on, o

Q 3 “Ceotind .
1 Where the Surat Diary is illegt
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French, Dutch and merchants in town to assist in defending the walls
by sending parties of men to the several towers or bastions, to each a
proper allotment in or.der to prevent the utter ruin of the inhabitants :
!untmg at the same time the danger we ourselves should otherwise be
n. The Chief in answer to this observed to him that, as Miah Achind
had by possessing himself of the Castle the entire command of the river
and had furnished himself with boats, he could bring over what number
of Ganims or others he thought proper, under cover of the Castle ; and
it was evident he by that means was daily increasing his force. Besides,
agreeing to the proposals now made, might be deemed by Achind
engaging in Safdar Khan’s behalf ; and it was not our business to inter-
fere in the quarrels ; but [we] doubted not we could defend our Factory
against any that might molest us. The Sidi then proposed that a sum
of money should be given to the Ganims to depart, which could not, he
said, be less than two lakhs of Rupees, as that was the reward oficrad
them by Achind for their assistance; and Safdar Khan, he [Sidi Masud)
said, hoped we would contribute a proportion thereof ; intimating that
the Dutch and other merchants in town were ready on their parts,
with many other arguments to induce the Chief to a compliance; who
acquainted the Sidi that he could not disburse the Hon'ble Company’s
money on any such account ; that, if Safdar Khan and Miah Achind
could be brought to any terms of agreement with respect to the govern-
ment within, [1f] would then become the business of both one and the
other to free the city from all apprehensions of the Ganims ; and till that
was effected, each would be striving for the superiority ; and whatever
was pretended, they would be equally desirous of bringing in Ganims
or others to their assistance in order to carry their point. The moncy,
if advanced, would in all probability be [spenf] to the very contrary
of the use for which it [zas] now requested ; the Chief further observing
to the Sidi that he had very good intelligence Safdar Khan had then an
agent with Damaji, endeavouring to win him over to his interests.
Therefore if he (the Sidi) could be any way instrumental in bringing
about an accommodation within, there would be nothing to be feared
from without ; and in this he would do a general benefit to the place.
The Board unanimously approve the Chief's reply to the &Sidi.

The Chief lays before the Board a rocca he received last night from
Moycen-ud-din Khan for Miah Achind,? which is entered hereafter, s 15
the Chief’s answer, which is approved, being enly designed to gain time
to confer with the Dutch on a fuller reply. The Director having received a
rocca to the same purpose, it appears necessary that we go hand in hand
with them at this critical juncture ; agreed therefore that Me. {.:mxtw
be sent 1o their Factory to communicate with them on this occasion.

Translation of a rocca sent by Meoyeen-ud-din Khas fo the CEizf.
Until now I have managed my afiairs as you have seen [ and the

o AR
inhabitants and merchants, for whose good alone T have taken <o ek
tronble and pains, have not joined me, nor have you theurht of any

ent for me, 1 have hitherto {out of rezard to the safery of the city)

o e, 0
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1 The phravs AMevernaedadin Rbae fo Mok dekond anparently e

; . S Moy et nderdin
Achind al-n koo as Moyeelanbany,
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deferred " calling in 5,000 Marathas, who are ready. When they girj
come in, you may guess what will be the condition of the aity and its
inhabitants. Therefore 1 have acquainted vou of this and have nlio
sent 2 rocca to the same purport to the Dutch Chief. Tt was mcm‘nhm
on me to give you this notice ; so writc an answer to it snon, that § nny
take measures accordingly.

P.S.—Acquaint the inhabitants and merchants of my 2k
5,000 Marathas, that I may not lay under any Blame ;) acr t
it without delay, and let me have a speady angwer.

The Chief’s auswer o the foresoing.
I had last night the favour of vour ixtter zniadziz oo o

tents. I have nothing more af heart than the wolsre of

. L+ X N 3ol 0 N ‘L LA
wish it was in my power 0 ©se any exnuwilt

thereto. However 1 shell more fuily coms
advise you accordingly.

R " P PP

S

Surat, 18ih Decerber, 1747 1174
This day Movesn-ud-éin Frz

principal inhabitants of the

would send some of their Cr

e
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the city ; for as we had been very cautious and not given the least of-
fence to either party, we could not apprehend any molestation from them,
although we were greatly pestered both from the one and the other to
afford them assistance, which we had industriously avoided. We ad-
vised them of Nizam’s colours being hoisted at the Castle, and that
Miah Achind gave out he had received a commission to be governor
thereof ; but that it was reported in town that a new governor for the
city was on his way from Aurangabad, so that we could not well judge
how these affairs would terminate. That Damaji was now at Pulpamh
with 3,000 horse and had detached a party of 500 on the other side of
the river opposite the Castle in order to succour Miah Achind.

Surat, 1st December, 1747 (1747, S. F. 637)
Letter o Bombay.

We advised them of Safdar Khan and Miah Achind having ceased
hostilities, and that the new diwan, Manekchand, was empowered by
both to settle the conditions between them, in which it was thought he
would succeed.

Surat, 31st December, 1747 (1747, S. F. 637)
Letter to Bombay.

We advised them that terms of an accommodation had been settled
between the Castle and Darbar, a translate of which the Chicf transmitted
the Hon’ble President, and which we found had been managed by the
two Khans themselves without admitting any mediator, although,
when we wrote them last, it was thought in town that Manekchand
Diwan would have the settling [of] the affairs; asit wasnow, that the peace
concluded would be but of short duration, from the jealousy that must
unavoidably subsist between the two contending parties, and the Ganims
still continuing to surround the city, and would, we _conlcluded, until
they were gratified, in consequence of the large promises! made thc}n'l:
as it now appeared, from Safdar Kha‘n and Mmh J}Chmd : .:.1‘r}d m; f-"'f
account [they] were distressing the city by '1mpcdmg provisions ‘;t.m};:
brought in landways, stopping boats on the river, and cvery other ¢ .m!;! :
they could, so that we judged it necessary for the prcscx}t to C('):"E‘?hv
the Iactory in the same posture of defence we had hefore p}xt i 1
Dutch and the merchants, their several houses acting the mn}e part,
retaining the forces they had before enlisted for their defence,

g o
Bombay, 4th January, 1748 (1748, P. D. 214)

Letter from Sural. o
The Chicf transmits to the President a translate ﬁ.f _u‘u,- {ffm,,\::f.sﬁl
commodation settled between the Castle nngl' D:u'}\:xr: \\.qu;l\:‘.s ‘*";n;‘.l)’x‘!:r
by the two Khans without any mediators. 1{13(:; (Jl:;ﬂ\"?lttgi:.\‘("‘,u(fzi:;l"“};”{'
] 3% +will, till they are gratified by the ntending
city and, they conclude, will, tiil they ar db wo e ling
partics, in conscquence of their respective promises, £0 tlf.!zt :x_ﬁf:{it{:‘cgmm

tion they think it proper to continue the Factory in a posture ol ¢

,,,,, ‘ (
) 73 oneth o the pevenie o8
1 Two lakhs (s-¢ 10th December, i?%l}.’}'.\.'-!!.mf ;_f '!319':,'“1‘;‘21' :w Jrs
e : 4 Lalihs (Watsn, fed oy of Gugansl, 10530 A
Jar . Pres. 1, 451 three 1al AT wite ef 8ol January, $F0M
((w(l’{:;;nrligvcuur- of Surat {traz, Hom Pres, BI, 1t snd estracta ot Hih Jan
and 27th May, 1781
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Bombay, 8th January, 1748 (1748, P. D. 214)
At a Consullation.

Read the advices from the Chief and Factors at Surat of the 21st
and 31st ultimo as per abstract in the Diary under the 29th ultimo and
4th instant, also a paper containing Miah Atchind’s demands on Saf-
dar Xban with his answers thereto, and translates of two letters {rorp
Damajirao, the Ganim general, one directed to the Europeans and princi-
pal merchants at Surat, representing his title to a quarter part of the
revenues of Surat, and the other to our Chicf alone, acquainting him of
his having sent orders for delivery of two of our boats which his people
had stopped in going up the river, and expressing his desire that Jagan-
nath might be sent to him.

Taking into consideration such parts of the Surat advices as now
require our more immediate notice, their ordering the gallivats to pro-
tect the boats, loaded with the Hon’ble Company'’s goods, from being
stopped by the Ganims, as other boats had been, the Board approved
and hopes shortly to hear of an accommodation between the Ganims
and the Surat Government. '

Surat, Tth February, 1748 (1747, S. F. 637)
At a Consuliation.

The Chief acquaints the Board that he had a visit from Manekchand,
Safdar Khan’s Diwan, and a number ol principal merchants, requesting
him to consider on the unhappy situation of afiairs in town and to seek
some expedient for putting an end thereto. But, as Manekchand is a
man of so bad a character and so much to be suspected, the Chief de-
manded of him whether he came by his Master's order or of his own
accord ; and he replying by his Master’s order, the Chief sent Jagannath
with him to the Darbar to have [{liis] confirmed from himself. This
done, he sent to both parties to require a cessation of arms, if they were
desirous of his mediation between them ; which was complied with by
Miah Achind and Safdar Khan ; and hostilities having ceased, he would
with the approbation of the Board use his endeavours to bring about a
reconciliation ; otherwise the greatest calamities might be expected to
ensue. But, as this could not be carried on without some assistance,
he proposed to employ Jagannath on all occasions to the Castle, and Sidi
Masud to the Darbar, and to call in the principal merchants, as it might
become necessary, to give the greater weight and sanction to the negotia-.
tion ; which is unanimously approved of, it being to be undertaken at the

request of the two Governors, the principal merchants and town in
general, '

Surat, 8th February, 1748 (1747, S. F. 637)
Letter o Bombay.

Wrote to the Hon’ble President and
them that on the 3rd instant we

of affairs here ; since when, at the Chief’s instance. a cessati S
had been agreed to by the Governors of the Castle and t;ivtrio'nagfi a;ll‘llz;
he was now with the Sidi and merchants endeavouring to settle tkz
terms of peace, Masud and Jagannath being employed between the Casci
and Darbar on this service : but that at present we could not take ="

1748

Damajt’s
claims

1748

Safdar's
request

1748

nd Council of Bombay, acquainting crizic=
advised them of the unhappy situation sisz=ii=
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us to say what might be the events, nor should we here add

] ! he
subject of the troubles, the Chief havi : fore on th
dent a few days past, aving fully wrote the Hon'ble Presi-

1748 Bombay, 12th February, 1748 (1748, P. D. 214)
Letter to Surat.

Dm;%:,: ) r;zl’lc; (?(:1 nfot tage notice to me in any of your letters what is to be
§5)s) ¢d trom Damaji’s being admitted into the city, viz. whether
or on what terms he will leave it, should Achind carry his point in driv-
ing out Safdar Khan ; and the like in respect to the Kolis whom the
latter bas called to his assistance. Whichsoever party prevails, if the
Ganims or Kolis should share in the government, it would be absurd
previously to side with either party, as great aspersions would afterwards
ensue ; but sure by this time you must know whether Nizam be sincere
in Achind’s cause or not; which (7] judge to be your most sure guidance.
If he is, I imagine ere this you have Nasir Jang’s army not far distant
from you, when I shculd think you might engage with safety in favour
of Achind whether he has the Mogul’s authentic sanad or not ; and in-
deed Safdar Khan's setting the town on fire would fully vindicate all
European TFactories for doing so likewise. I can only further say that
I pity your situation and wait with as much patience as I am able the
fate of the now miserable city of Surat.

1748 Surat, 17th February, 1748 (1747, S. F. 637)

The Chief The Chief takes notice to the Board that he had from time to time
mediator gcquainted them with every material transaction relating to the
mediation he was engaged in between Safdar Khan and Miah Achind ;
however he thought it necessary now to lay before them a summary of

the steps he had taken and the reasons that induced him thereto. And
first that it was evident from the short duration of the scttlement made
between the two Khans for one to continue Governor of the Castle and
the other of the city, that all confidence was lost between them; and
that peace, if settled now on the like footing as then, it could not be ex-
pected to continue long. He, therefore, had used his best 'endcm'm}rs
with Safdar Khan to relinquish the government, representing to him
that Achind was appointed by Nizam and would by him be supported,
whose power in the Mogul Empire was too well known {o doubt of l}ts
procuring a confirmation from Court ; that Damaji, the Ganim {:cn'cmll:

was just the other side of the river with a large body of men, entire y
attached to Achind and ready tc come over at a moment's wirming

that Achind being possessed of the Castle am} having such !)’J\\'L‘rf(i!
assistance, it would be too great a risk forhim (Saldar Khan) tr_> c‘f“‘.“".’f"

as in all human probability he would be drovetothe grm.tcst ﬁ.*;_t{(f.nuttu;.
when it might be doubtful whether he would escape with his t; e, _n?}gi:
more with his cficcts, whercas now he had an ommrtnm{y 0 'r’pn’:!a:;-.

the government with all honour and sccurity to h_xm:«:lf, L\‘xnz'lﬂg,l‘.}‘?" f! ‘;«-
fects ; and whoever rcprcscntcd matters to him 1 any 113..1;}(; l:.i;:.#:,
ought to deem his encmy ; that for our parts we never inclined U ,

or we should not so long have sat spectators that he hnew, v:f;;-:z :f;r
" e . v M -, 3 2y 5 : 5 o

{roubles first broke out, we had a Europs ship and two prab ::»(: 'Izif:»»% :

at which time he had but fuw troops and the Durbar quite uniustttied
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that our vessels had frequently been at the Bar since, but were always
dispatched away immediately not to give umbrage either to him or
Achind ; that, though we had been applied to by both to furnish warlike
stores, etc., we had never given the minutest article to cither, as our
purpose was to obscrve a strict neutrality; and even now, when matters
have been carried to such a length that a considerable part of the town
had been burnt, by which the inhabitants were great suficrers, Kolis
brought in on one side and Ganims on the other, and nothing but desola-
tion threatening the whole city, we only became mediators between
them (and that at their own request) withan eye chicfly to save from ruin
so great a city as Surat, and which behoved him (Safdar Khan), Miah
Achind, us and everybody else scriously to think on after the calami-
tics we had already scen it undergo; that the government, though it
should be delivered up to Achind, might still be accounted to remain
in his own family ; whercas by his persisting in an obstinate and des-
perate war with his relation, the remainder of the Ganims that were
at the gates and on the other side the river would be called over to
Achind’s assistance ; and they, joined with those already in town, would,
in all probability, of auxiliaries become masters and so possess themsclves
of the city ; which would be an ignominious blot in the King his Master’s
reign and an eternal scandal to all Mussulmen ; in which case he and
his family could expect no other than the most rigorous treatment
from the conquerors, whereas Achind would at least sit secure in the
Castle. But after all, if our mediation and good offices failed, we
should be obliged to take such steps as appeared to us most con-
ducive to that sole end, which we had laid down to ourselves,
of preserving, as far as in us lay, the city from ruin; and [we]
doubted not we should have the approbation not only of Nizam,
but of the XKing; and he (Safdar Khan) would have only his
evil councillors to blame for any ill consequences that might attend
himself or family. These and many other arguments of the like sort
the Chief made use of to prevail on him to quit the government, as Achind
on his part would hear of no terms, unless this material point was first
settled ; which at last Safdar Khan consenting to, on the Chief's promise
of procuring for him seventy thousand Rupees—which Achind instantly
complied with—and to let Safdar Khan depart in safety with all his
adherents, effects, etc. in the amplest manner, which the Saids and whole
body of merchants became security for the performance of ;: and here
the Chief remarks the absolute necessity there appeared to hir;t of bring-
ing matters to this issue, not only as Achind is so strongly supported 55
above taken notice of, besides his being possessed of the Castle, but Jike
wise as the merchants and the whole town in general from the 1-
character he bears, incline to have him governor ; and fr:)m Safda Kg}oor
1t :1"35 notorious many of them had received great' injuries & Bpp;egsiorl]?
i? dsq C?HSId&I‘able a body of 1_799?18,.‘011 proper representations bcing’
ade mn favour of Achind, will, it is likely, be considered at C - 1
more especially as they have Nizam to back them. For th ~ourt ; but
other reasons that might be given, he (the Chicrj I ese and many
the best ; but he can’t help attributinz S 1) opes he has acted for
p atinbuting Safdar Khan’s compliance in a
I of the Angusta at the Bar with the

great measure to the critical zrriva
men and stores sent up by the Hon'ble President and Council of Bombay
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which, however, he had never sent for up to town, thourh oftc :
to it by Damaji and Miah Achind ; t]mtp;t is with somcaplgaf;xcllrlcplﬁzsz(;)(3
serves we have through the whole adhered to a strict neutrality. The
Board, on duly wex_ghmg and considering all circumstances, un:mdimoucly
approve of the Chief’s proceedings in this important affair, not only as
}[;c ics_pects ';110 salfety of the Hon’ble Company's Factory and effects here,
a I » v 1
: ;c isflgcé;.l y the safety of the whole town, and has given a general
T'he Chief then acquaints the Board that Sidi Mufti, one of Safdar
Khan s oﬁicerg, was below, waiting for an answer to a request his Master
had this morning made for liberty to reside at our garden-house ; andas
1t is judged this can be attended with no ill consequences, and accommo-
dating him with a dwelling for the present is suitable to us as mediators,
and [/¢] judges likewise it may facilitate his cvacuating the Darbar,
it is agreed that the officer be called up and acquainted with our compli-
ance ; which he is accordingly.

Surat, 4th March, 1748 (1747, S. F. 637)
Letter to Bombay.

That we had now the satisfaction to advise them of matters being
accommodated, and that on the 28th ultimo the gates of the city were
delivered up to the former [Achind], and that the next day the latter
[Safdar Khan] marched out at our garden, all military honours being
allowed him, and to carry off all his cffects, with indemnity likewise
to all his adherents ; which place, at his request, we gave him permission
to reside at during his stay in these parts, as from his discharging a num-
ber of his people we could not apprehend any detriment would ensue
therefrom; besides, as mediators, we thought {17] would be acting a becom-
ing part to accommodate him in this manner, and likewise most  reput-
able to the Hon'ble Company, and prevent the jealousy that would always
have been entertained, had he removed to any house within the city-
walls ; whereas by his being without, this place was entirely relieved
from all apprchensions, and business went on as usual. We, therefore,
hoped they would approve thereof. These [are] the particulars relating
to this negotiation. The Chicf now wrote the Hon'ble President that
Jaggannath’s behaviour on this occasion merited great commendation ;
from his being seat!, or head of the merchants, he had been found
of great service in restoring peace to the city, and by his influence wx!'h
Damaji he had prevailed on him quictly to withdraw the Ganims forres
to the other side of the river, whom Moyeen-ud-din Khan bad cafled
over 1o his assistance ; all which was creditable to the Hon'ble Company

in Surat as Jagannath was in their service.

Suraf, 29tk March, 1748 (1747, S. F. 637)

ot Sombay. o
Lc‘l(‘i\{:o{c to ﬂ)xc Hon'ble President and Council of Humlm_\',,:u:«gu,zifetux.}f
them that Damaji with all his forces were decamyred from 'I ni_;m_s',‘).figi
werenow or their march for Songarh; that Jagannath,ut Mir .'-.u_\,‘v»:zx:t.j»:::;.f
Khan's request, was employed to stipulate with thi- ;;r:zi*uf t/!u*.;:rﬁ :;‘:«{
and money to be given him for his serviees; whirh hooving: arooanpiedi

N
"‘f‘,*}l:!":'fti}‘

s 4 v A Yoy
1 Sea? a corruption of z22, Lest or chicl {1t
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to the satisfaction of both parties, and the Ganims making this quiet
retreat, the inhabitants were relieved from the apprehensions they had
all along been under of those people; that Safdar Khan was retired
to his own garden-house, finding ours too small for him ; and having dl.S-
charged all his troops, except about 300 men, the city at present was In
perfect tranquillity; that Muhammad Wigar Khan, who was Governor
of the Castle when taken, was set at liberty and lived in a private manner
in town.

Bombay, 4th April, 1748 (1748 P. D. 214). 1748
Letter from Surat.

Received per pattemar advices from the Chief and Factors at Surat, Peace
dated the 29th ultimo [29tF March], acquainting us that Damaji, the
Ganim general, with all his forces was decamped from Pulparah and on
his return to Songarh; that Jagannath, at Mir Moyeen-ud-din Khan’s
request had been employed to stipulate with that general the presents
and money that was to be given him for his services; which having been
.accomplished to the satisfaction of both parties, and the Ganims making
such a quiet retreat, the inhabitants were relieved from the apprehen-
sions they had all along been under of those people; that Safdar Khan,
finding our garden too small, had removed to his, [after he] had dismissed
all his troops except about 300 men ; that Muhammad Wigar Khan,
Governor of the Castle (when taken), was set at liberty and lived in a

private manner in town, so that at present the whole city of Surat was
in perfect tranquillity.

Surat, 8th September, 1787 (1787, S. & P. D. 36)
John Griffith to Rawson Hart Boddam.
Origin of Surat chauth levied by Marathas.

In 1748 Miah Achind, father of the present Nawab!, applied to Suras
Damaji Gaikwad to assist him with troops to depose the Nawab Safdar chauth
Khan; which the Gaikwad complied with on condition that Miah Achind
on his being made Nawab should defray the expenses of Damaji’s armies
and grant him a chauth or quarter part of the Surat revenues?

1748

Surat, 2nd June, 1748 (1747, S. F. 637)
Letter from Cambay. 1748

. Received two letters from Mr. Crommelin, dated the 28th and 30th Cambay
ultimo, advising us that Khanderao with about 6,000 men came before
Cambay and pitched his camp within musket-shot of the walls.

That the Nawab’s vakil was sent to the enemy and returned wi
advice that Kha_nderao would accept of 75,000 Rgpees and tlvlvo g\Z}cEs};
of thq town; which the Nawab refused to give them ; nor would he fire
at their camp, so that they remain as the

! y were; only that a party of 500
horse attempted to surprise a part of the suburbymhabitalilts }ZKoIis)
but were repulsed with the loss of one man killed and four or five wounded.

1 Hafiz-ud-din, who was Nawab from 1763 to 1790 (Gaz. Bom, Pres. 11 129)
2 For the other parts of this account see Indes, Griffith, ' .
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1745 Surpt, 110 Jone, 1748 (1747, 8. F. 637)
Ih.{: tr Bt av,
st sy That we bad received advices from Mr. Crommelin at Cambay
that Khandomw, the Ganim, had with 8,000 men encamped before that
:3‘\. femanding a larze snm of money; but that we since learnt by private
Itters matters were adjusted between him and the Government for
Rupees 351X,

Dlogubas, IME Jure, 1748 (J748, P, D. 214)

Lefler from Sura!

Cavday That the late troubles in Surat, which lasted three months, greatly

impedrd the bringing in of goods d\mn" that time.  That Mr, Crommelin

.nm' ned them from Cambay that Khanderao, the Ganim general, with
¥EY men had encamped before that city, demanding @ large sum of

mn:u_,. but the matter was since made up for the sum of Rupcees 35,000,

V78 Swral, 23rd Jure, IT4S (1747, S. F. 637)
Letter from Cambas,

Cart ooy Received a letter from Mr. Crommelin at Cambay, acknowledging
the reecipt of ours of the 2nd and acquainting us that, their Nawab agree-
it Lo puy the Ganims Rs. 32,000, they went away the 11th instant; that
of this sum thev received 10,000 in hand, 14,000 to be paid in 3 months
and 8090 was sllowed for the Nawab's loss in some towns they plunder-
eid s Ahme, e they marched off but very slowly, none of the out-works
swrre demoli !u A, or the gm'd« withdrawn till the 20th, when he like-
wice dirhaapel the ten sepoys hte had enlisted; that in future he shoald

srve the Hrm'h!»- Compuiny's orders in stinding neuter on sucl oc-

et thouck he was sencible his refusing to comply with what hind
bren practioad mnny vears and was ookied upon as an established aus-
tant, wonkd preathy dioblice the Government,

e Heopioay, I-.f. Jule, 10AS (174, P DL 21

footier ferpe Koyl

‘ ﬁir Chund reeetvinl o (r'xszrmuwx from Cambay of the Gantm
ST icmmg 1 frum that city on matters being adjusted  for
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Surat, 28th Scptember, 1748 (1748, P. D. 21B) : 1748
Thomas Marsht to William Wake.

The people of Surat know but one way of parting with their pice Aching in

to the Durbar, as it is a place of credit, and that is by force. This they trouble
have been used to, and if Achind continues scrupulous in this point,
I am in great doubt whether he will be able to keep his adversary out of
the town, as his men are very slack without pay, and it is not to be doubt-
ed but Safdar Khan will bribe high to get a gate delivered up to him,
so that we may shortly expect to be in a very troublesome situation,
unless Achind can raise money; and if he can do that, he will raise
friends apace. I apprehend his necessities will either drive him to scize
some of the merchants’ money or to enter into some agreement with the
Ganims, whom the other [Safdar] has tempted with an offer of a quar-
ter part of the revenues, if they side with him and he overcomes; and
from sach people all that Achind can expect is to have the preference
if he will make the same offer, as he has not yet been able to make good
his last money settlement made with Damaji for the assistance given him
in the late war; besides, the Ganims have long had an eye upon sharing
the revenues of this place, as they do those of Cambay.

Surat, 28th September, 1748 (1746-49, S. F. 8, I) 1748
Letter to Bombay.

Wrote the Hon'ble President and Council of Bombay, advising them Safdar K.
that Safdar Khan did on the 25th instant surprise three gates of the ont. af war
ward wall of the city in violation of the treaty subsisting between him
and Mir Moyeen-ud-din Khan, and that the 26th he possessed himself
of the killadar’s sarai, a strong-building near the inward wall, by bribing
the officers of the Government. In the evening he began to raise
batteries against the inward wall, and the same night made an attack
upon the town, so that the gates are all shut, and war actually commenc-
ed, [so that] we could not send the sloop and gallivats to the northward,
having been obliged to land the detachments for the safety of the Hon’ble
Company’s Factory. That since Safdar Khan’s seizing the gates, he has
been daily increasing his forces. It is judged he may have now about
five thousand men, and Mir Moyeen-ud-din Khan about six thousand in
the town and Castle. But, as the Chief now writes the Hon’ble the Presi-
dent fully on this head, which letter he has laid before us, we beg leave to
bg, referred thereto. Ie also forwards translate of a rocca received last
night {from Safdar Khan. That we are sorry to acquaint them that this
has put an entire stop to that part of the investment. -

Surat, 15th October, 1748 (1746-49, S. F. 8, I)
Letter to Bombay. '

We advised them that ngdar Khan continued his attack on the Sufdar K:
town, but without any considerable success, for whic

h we had not yet @ war
landed any people from the Drake; but, should the circumstancesyof

affairs hereafter require it, we should make use of the liberty given us.

1748

1 Thomas Marsh, Chicf at Surat.
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Surat, 22nd October, 1748 (1746-49, S. F. 8 I)
Coalition against Safdar Khan.

Sidi Masud visited the Chief this day, and after compliments and
expressions of friendship talked on the unhappy situation of affairs in
this city ; and said that, in case a speedy end was not put to the present
calamities, they would soon occasion very fatal conscquences; lamented
the want of harmony in the principal people, and said that nothing but
the uniting in the cause could prevent the ruin of Surat. Being asked
what cause he meant, replied that of Moyeen-ud-din Khan. The Chief
then asked him whom the merchants and principal inhabitants were de-
sirous of; he said [of] Moyeen-ud-din Xhan, but that till they dropped
private animosities it would be a difficult matter to bring things
to a happy issue...They all agreed that nothing but their and the
principal inhabitants uniting in Moyeen-ud-din Khan'’s interest could put
an end to the long pending troubles, and wished a public meeting
might be held to agree on measures for the same. This evening Moycen-
ud-din Khan sent to the Chief to desire he would pay him a private
visit next evening in the Castle; to which he consented.

Surat, 24th October, 1748 (1746-49, S. F. 8, 1)
Letter from Surat.

We advised them of the unhappy posture of afiairs in this city,
our apprehensions that, if Safdar Khan should get admittance, he might
again set it in flames, and that we thought it necessary to take the de-
tachments out of each of the Grabs, with the second officer and thiry
seamen out of the Restoration and the Doctor of Bombay.

Bombay, 16th November, 1750 (1749-54, P. D. Let. to Court of Dir. 2)
Bombay fto the Court of Directors.

In our address of the 8th May we advised Your Honour of vour
servants at Surat having contracted for your investment at that place
with Babuji and Jafferbhoy, the persons who performed that of last
year, and at much the same prices.  Those contractors last year x_x_uca}rrerl
a penalty of Rupees 2,795-38 pice on part of the investment 1748 not
delivered in the time lmited in their contract; which they requested of
us might be remitted, as it was occasioned by the troubles at Surat and
to the northward, which prevented their brnging in the gosds £0 1090
as thev othenrwise should have done;! which we being fully sensthle af,
and that no investment had been better performed in all respucts than
theirs, we agreed in consultation, the 18th April, in order to eneounane
them to exert themselves in the performance of the pre-ent, to yeaut the
same, which, we hope, will meet with Your Honours” approvel.

Sural, 17th December, 1748 (1745-49, S. F. 8, 1)

Letter 1o Bombay, ) L S
Wrote the Hon'ble President and Council, acdvising of ‘;x!x!.:r }a?‘.‘ Yo

nearer approach to the walls and eme apprehensirer that either by foree
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Surat, 17th December, 1748 (1746-49, S. E. 8 1) 1748
Khan defeated.

Safd%rhis day Sajfrdar Khan sent to the Chief to desire the liberty of t}’1e Safdar K.

Hon'ble Company’s garden, as it immediately j01r.1ed to Osman Chel_labl s, defealed.

till the time of his embarking; which was readily granted; and in the

evening he went hither, great part of his cannon, etc. being brought in

the city, and the rest brought in by Achind’s people.

Surat, 19th December, 1748 (1746-49, S. F. 8, I) 1748
At a Consultation. )

Met' this day to take into consideration a request that Safdar Khan Safdar K.
through Sidi Masud has made to us of accommodating him with a com- anzious
modious vessel to carry him to Sind; which being seconded by the earnest lo go
request of Nawab Achind and all the principal merchants of the place,
the inconveniences and dangers of fresh troubles being duly considered,
it is unanimously agreed to furnish him with the Bombay Grab, provi-
ded he embarks by the 25th instant.

Surat, 20th December, 1748 (1746-49, S. F. 8, I) 1748
Surat to Bombay.

In our last Safdar Khan has removed from his garden to ours, which Safdar K.
we permitted him to reside at, as Osman Chellabi’s was not commo- defeated
dious enough for him. Yesterday morning Sidi Masud came to the
Factory and acquainted us that, as Safdar Khan had now removed and
was making up his affairs, he was very desirous of a speedy departure,
provided he was allowed a passage on one of our grabs to Sind; which
he earnestly requested we would gratify him in, as he rather chose to
proceed on our vessels than any others ; which being agreeable to Miah
Achind, and all the merchants and inhabitants of the place joining in
Safdar Khan’s request, we have consented to send the Bombay Grab,
provided he embarks by the 25th; which, we hope, will meet with Your
Honour, &ca’s approval, especially as it will prevent any further troubles
in the city, which we have too much reason to apprehend; the Dutch on
the arrival of their ships would spirit Safdar Khan up to commence again.

Surat, 25th December, 1748, (1746-49, S. F. 8, I) 1748
Departure of Safdar Khan.

This night at near 12 o’clock Safdar Khan embarked on board the Safdar K.

Hon’ble Company’s bunder-pinnace to proceed to the Bar. departs
Surat, 30th December, 1748, (1746-49, S. F. 8, I ‘ 1748
Surat to Bombay.

As the Ganims still continue to stop the roads and distress the city Tyade
on account of the promises made them during the late troubles, we have interfe-
kept an ensign detachment and a company of sepoys, till we see how *ence
matters are likely to terminate. That we shall use our endeavours

that the expenses during the troubles are paid us by the Governor.
Surat, 30th December, 1748 (1746-49, S. F. 8, I)
Surat to the Court of Directors.

Safdar Khan lived very peacefully at a garden between the walls
for some months ; but at the instigation of the Dutch and a promise of

1748

Summary
of events
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assistance on the arrival of their ships, which were then expected, he
on the 25th September attacked and took a place belonging to the G :}~
vernment; after which success a number of men entered into his <c;\'i(::c
and he raised several batterics, which played on the inner wall of the city,
threatening to burn it to ashes in case he entered, and in mrticu!i;‘
declared that our Factory should first fecl his resentment, as he looked
upon us as the cause of his misfortunes, although we did not cnmaze on
either side, which we have great reason to apprehend he was cnc?mr;‘n:;cfr‘l

~ to by the Dutch. Affairs being in this situation, we advised the Hon'ble

1749
Safdar

. in
Lombay

1749

Doal
2eieed

President and Council of Bombay thercof, who upon our representation
sent up a force {o be employed at discretion; and as the many ill conse-
quences to be apprehended from Safdar Khan's entering the city were
so justly dreaded by the inhabitants, and his long and implacable hatred
to our nation so well known, we found it absolutely necessary for the
security of Your Honours' effects and our own lives o succour Mixh
Achind; which was approved of by the Hon’ble President and Council
of Bombay ; and we have the satisfaction to acquaint Your Honours
that your forces twice engaged! the enemy and made a great slanghter,
killing most of their officers, and with the loss of only cight men; which
obliged Safdar IXhan to come to an accommodation; and terms being agreed
on, he delivered up his cannon, ammunition, clephants, ete. to Miah
Achind, the present Governor. Yesterday came to hand a letter from
the Hon'ble President and Council, wherein they approve on the whole
of our management during these troubles. Safdar Khan requesting we
would grant him a passage on onc of Your Honours’ cruisers to Sind,
which being agrecable to Miah Achind, and the merchants joining in his
[{Safdar Khan's] request, we consented thereto; and he embarked the 26th.
By his departure tranquillity is restored to the city, and trade will again

revive, which has greatly suffered during these commotions, in so much

that the Surat merchants, who are considerable purchasers at Your
Honours’ sales at Bombay, could not be prevailed on to appaint their

agents; of which we advised the Hon'ble President and Council, and the
intended sale was accordingly put off.  We therefore hiope our procead-

ings will meet with Your Honours’ concurrence, as we shall take due cace

that the expense incurred on this occasion is reimbursed us by the

Government.
Sural, 20t Jannary, 1749 (1746-49, S. F. 8, 1)

Letter from Dombay. . . , )

Keeeived a letter from the Hon'ble President and Council of f2an.
bay, advising us that the Bombay Grab, mecting with hand wv-‘xm:-;
on the coast of Sind, at Safdar Khan's pressing request, put drck for
that port and arrived the 7th ins‘t:mt; \ﬂ_wn e camn :':nhf.»zr, ;’,:x'im';: !.s:‘sjfm
promised protection by the President with permivann (6 go sy wivs
and where he pleases, except to Surat,

Sural, 15th March, 1749 (1746-49, S.FOA )

Letter from Cumbas. ) ] .
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seize the Modi's boat under pretence of her being stranded; upon which
he immediately sent a letter thither to let them know that the boat was
not in ihe least damaged, but was only obliged to remain there for want
of water 1o come over to the bunder; that she was the property of the
English and had goods of the Hon’ble Company’s on board. . Therefore
he expected they would rclease her. That the 10th he likewisc wrote
another letter to acquaint them that, as the springs were far advanced,
if she was not soon rcleased in order for her proceeding hither, he did
not doubt but we should resent it. :

Surat, 1st April, 1749 (1746-49, S. I'. §, I) 1749
Letier from Bombay. o

That further we admit that the Ganims infesting the city is a great Bombay
hindrance to the bringing in goods from out-parts, which have been long views
provided.

Surat, 5th April, 1749 (1746-49, S. IF. 8, I) 1749
Letter o Bombay.

That the Ganims still continue to block up this city; but, as they are Brighter
now retreating, and it must be both for the interest of the Governor of the Prospeets
city as well as them to come to reasonable terms, as otherwise the place
can't be supplied with provisions sufficient for the rains, and they have
large quantities on their hands to dispose of, we shall therefore defer
receiving proposals till we see whether the country opens.

Bombay, 2nd May, 1749 (1746-49, P. D. Let. to Court of Dir. IA) 1749
Bombay to the Court of Directors.

When they (ships) came away, the city [Suraf] was in tranquillity Sitation
within itself, but without infested by the Ganims, who impeded all at Surat
manner of provisions going in on account of a large sum of moncy the
Governor engaged to give them for their assistance in the late troubles.

The Ganims still continuing to infest the city of Surat, as above
mentioned, we for our parts do not think such a situation on many ac-
counts proper to contract for your Surat investment; but, as the Chief
and Factors there seem to be of a contrary opinion, we have given them
our sentiments fully thereon, leaving it to them on the spot not to omit
the most favourable opportunity ‘of contracting .

Bombay, 18th June, 1749 (1746-49, P..D. Let. to Court of Dir. 14) 1749
Bombay to the Court of Directors.

The. Surat Government having settled matters with the Ganims, Swusat in-
your Chief and Tactors, after affixing the usual notifications, received vestment
proposals from different sets of merchants for your investment, the
lowest of which have been accepted, being cheaper than those of late

years, and were given in by creditable and substantial men, with whom
we have not before contracted.

Bombay, 26th September, 1749 (1746-49, P. D. Let. to Court of Di
Bombay to the Court of Directo(rs. ourt of Dir I,A . 1749~
: By the trouble that has subsisted in Surat for these two years past, Losses
obstructing them in the performance of their contract, but which we

shall take care is speedily made good to Your Honours, -




No. 6. DAMAJI'S FLEET (1750)

THE extracts under this heading deal with Damaji’s flect

under the command of Appajirao, also called Gopalrao,
the Bflimora pandit., It is difficult to make out from the
documents to what extent the fleet was really Damaji's; for,
whilst the Bombay authorities sanctioned the cxpedition in
conjunction with the Dutch of Surat against Damaji's flect,
they at the same time gave orders that nothing should be

- attempted against Damaji who was not a public cnemy,

The Dutch Director on his part gave orders not to interfere
with Damaji to the south of Surat, but not to spare him to
the north of Surat. The relation between Damaji and
Appajirao is not indicated in the documents, though it is
mentioned elsewhere that, when Damaji was made a prisoncr

- by the Peshwa, Appajirao thought of secking the protection

1750

Damaji’s
Jieet

1750

Damaf's
Slest

of the Sidi,

DOCUMENTS

Surat, 17th November, 1750 (1750-51, S, F. § 1])
Surat to Bombay. o
The Dutch Dircctor having lately proposed to the Chisl to join
our vessels to destroy Damaji's piratical pallivats, which of late kave
been very insolent and attacked every vessel they met, wo free I:zu'
to represent this to Your Honour, etc. as a very feceaty xm’eiv:f:_\ !‘izr{
and much more casy to be put in exceution at present than at will be
hereafter, as they grow stronger.

Bombay, 23rd November, 1750 (1750, . D. 255)
Surat fo Bombay. '

Per pattemar came to hand o fett Chi
at Sumt, dated the 17th instant. That the Duteh Irect

er from the Chicf apd Factors
wes bl Taoeely

2l : . rpow Dt dts fratie
proposed to the Chief 1o join their veseele o destroy Damngts § 'r:z zf
ivats, whi ave been very tusolent snd attaek every ves o B
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meet; which the Chief and Factors reprosmnt as very prnmsai}
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the Dutch had also proposed to join them to attack and destroy the
Sultanpur Kolis; but, as it cannot be done without an addition to their
force of eight or ten fishing boats and about two hundred men with small
arms, they also recommend this step to our consideration. Tl}.z}t their
cruisers had taken two fishing boats and a botella with Damaji’s pass,
which they detain till they receive our orders how to dispose of them.

Bombay, 30th November, 1750 (1750, P. D. 23B)

At a Consultation. ’ ] »
In respect to the vessels they have seized with Damaji’s pass, they pombay

must be directed to return them to the owners, in case they do not belong orders

to any public enemy, which the Board does not esteem Damaji to be.

' A§ to what they mention about joining their cruisers with the Dutch
in order to destroy the piratical gallivats belonging to Bilimora, they
may do it, in case they think their forces sufficient ; but no military can
at present be spared them to attack the Sultanpur Kolis.

1750

Surat, 1st Decemnber, 1750 (1750-561, S. F. 8, II) 1750
At a Censultation.

The Chief calls this meeting to acquaint the Board that the Dutch Naval
Director had proposed to him to join us with a force and make an attempt expedition
to destroy the piratical vessels under the order of Appajirao; which is
agreed to, provided we do not attack any port belonging to Damaji
or those in friendship with the English.

Surat, 1st December, 1750 (1750-51, S. F. 8, II) 1750
Orders to Captain John Sanders.

You are to proceed in search of the fleet under the orders of Appaji pBompay
Gopal(commonly called Damaji’s); all which you are to use your utmost orders
endeavours to take, burn, sink or otherwise destroy, if you meet them

on the high seas or any rivers or creeks to the northward of this Bar,

unless it be in a port of harbour belonging to Damaji or any of our allies;

but on no account to risk any of ‘your people on shore to act in a hostile
manner.

Surat, Ist December, 1750 (1750-61, S. F. 8, II) 1750
Dutch Directors’ orders.

. Translate of the Dutch Director and Council’s instructions to Cap- Dutch
tain William Servis.

As the Bilimora pandit, Appaji Gopal, cruises with the fleet, called
Damaji’s, against his will! and shows his insolence daily more and more,
in so much that he lets nobody go unmolested, as he has shown the small
ship Speeleman and the luggage-boat Last Drager, who were forced
to maintain a sharp engagement for full three hours against eleven galli-
vats, leaving bthpd them a particular boat that was under their com-
voy. To tame his increasing insolence as well as to revenge the wrong done
us and likewise to keep under this growing power, we thought proper to
resolve in Council this 10th November to draw all the Company’s force

orders

1 This can only mean against Damaji’s will, so that t i i
ong to Dama, on g ) 7 vill, s at the fleet either did not be-

if it did, acted piraticall ith i i
o Lo Dam: : , P y without Damaji’s consent, or in despite
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zlogeéher.and after -strengthening it as much as possible to join with
1e English to put this in execution. You are hereby, as soon as you are
out of the river, to join with the squadron of the English and, thus com-
bined, to go n search of the Bilimora sea-rovers, and attack, burn and
destroy him _wherever you can find him to the northward of Suraf-read,
In the sca, rivers, or créeks, no place excepted ; but not in any rver to
the southward of this road, belonging by an acquired power to Damaji,
not to give him any reason of discontent. Thus will require your and
Captain Sander’s particular care as commanders over the squadron not
to cut off his pass to fly to the river to the southward. Yoa may
ruin and destroy him as well before those rivers as to the nortaward,
but may not come within, or over, any bar of any river to the southward,
as is already directed, but well, without, or before them. You arc also
not to land on any place but only to destroy the vessels.

Surat, 11th December, 1750 (1750-51, S. F. 8, 1I)
The naval expedition.

The last springs our cruisers in company with those of the Datch
went in search of the Bilimora piratical gallivats; but not falling m with
them held a consultation, and judging themsclves strong cnough, went
to Sultanpur and destroyed fiftecn sails or vessels belonging to the

Kolis,

Bombay, 13th Dccember, 1750 (1750, P. D. 23B)

Surat to Bonmbay. ‘ )
Per pattemar came to hand advices from the Chief and Tactors

at Surat, dated the 6th and 11th instant. That their vessels in com-
pany with those of the Dutch were on a cruise after the piratical gnnnj.t:s
of Bilimora. That the commanders of their three vessels had ncq;m ",'}ti‘
ed them they were not strong enough to proceed to the nortl‘wmqn‘ nt\ 1“:
a convoy without the Shark; they therefore desire she may be Li c-h'zl"
as soon as possible. That, as the botella and fishing l{onts do not belonz
to any public encmy but to Damaji, they shall release them.



No. 7. RENEWED STRUGGLE FOR SUPREMACY BETWEEN
- MIAH ACHIND AND SAFDAR KHAN (1750-1753)

T HE Gagelter of the Bombay Presidency gives a mere

outline of this unexpected revolution, whilst the Suraf
Diartes supply us with a detailed account, which gives us an
insight into the nature of this contest. It was apparently an
old family feud betwcen Miah Achind and Safdar Khan;
but in reality it proved to be a triangular conflict; in which
the Sidi, the Dutch and the English were involved, everyone
of them anxious to secure for himself a preponderance that
would enable him to lay down the law to the others, The
Sidi wanted the Castle; the Dutch were anxious to obtain
trading privileges; and the English were bent on getting rid
both of the Sidi and the Dutch, Damaji profited by the
disturbances to snatch away a half of the bone about which
the three others were fighting; but he was not allowed
fo enjoy the spoils in peace; for the Peshwa interfered and
claimed his share. Such were the principal actors in the
revolutionary drama, in. which Miah Achind and Safdar
Khan played rather an-insignificant role; so far from being

the stars of the show they were little more than supernu-
meraries.

. DOCUMENTS

Bombay, 29tk January, 1750 (1749-64, P. D. : X

Bambag to the]C-‘ourt '3} Directf)rs. + - D. Leb to Gourt of Dir. 2)
~* "We have in our former advices observed t
is little regarded .in distant. parts of his domini
will'in all probability subject the city of Surat

1750
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to their government.
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They now want to share the customs with the present Gow 1w

may probably acquiesce toit, as he must otherwisg beat a grmctzoer;:p;;}:g
than he can well bear to support himself in his government against
j:hem; which creates great discontent in the city, in so much as it is nat
Improbable but the chief merchants and others may either call in their
old Governor,? now at Tatta, or make a new one ; in which case all due
care shall be taken that Your Honours’ privileges be preserved; but for
the two years past we have been obliged to keep some of our military there
to prevent such ills ensuing to the Factory as generally happen from
sudden and disorderly commotions; which has created some exceed-
1ngs in the expense of that Factory, although all the extraordinary ex-
gense of the late troubles have been fully discharged by the present

overnor.

Surat, 8th January, 1751 (1750-51, S. F. 8, IT)
Surat to Bombay.

Some days ago Miah Achind having some words with Ali Nawaz
Khan, his cousin, the custom-master, forbade him coming to the Castle
or Darbar, and took from him most of his equipage, furniture and cash,
and ordered him to depart the town; on which he retired to a garden,
promising to depart in a few days. But, instead of that, bas taken re-
fuge at the house of Said Zeen, where two of Achind’s disaffected officers
and several of Safdar Khan's slaves have lately taken shelter under the pro-
tection of Sidi Masud, whose people yesterday, on Achind’s porters re-
fusing to open the gates to let in the horses and furniture of Ali Nawaz
Khan, broke them open and carried the horses, ete. to the house of Sail
Zeem. This has so alarmed Achind that he is making entrenchments
before the Castle and all round the Darbar; which has so intimidated
the merchants that they have removed all their goods from the bunder

to their own houses.

Surat, 31st Jannary, 1751 (1750-61, S. F. 8, II)
At a Consultation. . o

The principal merchants and shrofis, waiting on the Chicf this mom-
ing and informing him they wanted to consult with us what was proper
to be done in order to get the Ganims out of the town and if possible put an
end to the disputes between the Sidi and the Governor on :&ccu}ur.xt'
of his screening his cousin, Ali Nawaz Khar, who fled to him, and they

acquainted him that the Gaovernor would engage that the Ganirfmf: 5};::::;3
Jeave the town as soon as AR Nawaz Khan should depart.  The (.‘h:
assembled the members of the er_d, and after :x.lrm;: df‘?!?!}f:q zt~ ?;a
agreed that the merchants, accompanicd by our Moy, (\v}m{mz\: ;\ ‘;Eiit ‘)3
should go to the Sidi and acquaint him with v;}‘x:*d( Afhm}z : Sn::i" :\ i 1o
acquaint {request} him {he) would, as he had promised, s :}x.‘.t ;”zm.‘ » v
Khan departed soon; and a messenger was sent Inm‘ ;‘!:r,mf,l ;, ().”,
coming; but he desired they would defer so doing till the a 'u:" y st o
which the merchants took leave, promising to meel us acgti ot o8

y { : Yoy o st
here alluded to i% Miah Achind who with the help el [ramsit
Khau fronn Surat {Gez e, Stz 1451}
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Tt is reported the Sidi has promised the Dutch that they shall begin
on their works in two days.

We hold the Factory in a good posture of defence. Qur vesscls
we keep near at hand and have possession of the city-gate to the water-
side near our Factory. The keys of all the other gates are m possession
of the Sidi.

Surat, 12th April, 1751 (1750-61, S. F. 8, II)

At a Consultation. .
This meeting is called to take into consideration Miah Achind’s

request of sending two of our Board to the Castle to confer with him ;

which being thought reasonable, Messrs Delagarde and Hunt waited on

him. The purport of what passed is entered at full after this consult-

ation.

Surat, 12th April, 1751 (1750-51, S. F. 8, II)
Report of Messrs Delagarde and Hunt, their conference with Mial Achind.
After being received in a very friendly manner Miah Achind repre-
sented to us the distressed condition the town was reduced to through
the Sidi’s acting in open opposition to him, putting Ali Nawaz in pos-
session of the Darbar, and declaring Safdar Khan Governor; and that
he had no hopes of reducing his enemies and settling the town in tran-
quillity again without the assistance of the Hon’ble Company, by whose
means he had been placed in the government; and that, as he had not
either before or since acted contrary to their interest, he hoped the
Hon’ble Company would still protect him. He likewise represented
that the Sidi, attempting to bring in Safdar Khan in open defiance of
the English, after having been so lately turned out by the Hon'ble Com-
pany's forces! for his oppression of the merchants of the town and mis-
behaviour towards them, was not only an instance of his presumption,
but that, if he succeeded, must prove fatal to the Hon'ble Company’s
affairs at this place, as the Dutch had joined his party on promise of being
permitted to build a fortress and enjoy particular privileges.

In answer to all which he was assured that, although the Hon’ble
Company continued the same friendship for him as formerly, the late-
ness of the season and the present occasion for their forces in other parts
rendered it impossible for them (we feared) to afford him their assistance
at this juncture otherwise than by their good offices as mediators. That
therefore, if he could think of any proposals for a treaty towards settling
the town in tranquillity and putting an end to the great calamities which
1.1e laboured under, that in such case we should be earnest in endeavour-
ing to bring matters to a speedy and happy conclusion.

In reply to which he told us that he had no terms t 1
were hke}y to effect a peace with the Sidi; for that he wasodg{grgg?r?eting
defend himself in the Castle, and to the utmost of his power would en-
deavour to recover the Darbar, and still hoped the Hon'ble Compan
would afiord him their assistance as the most effectual means of ﬁn(ish}i
ing the troubles ; without which he intimated that his extremities might
be a means of the Castle’s falling into the hands of his enemies, rather

1 See letter of the 30th December, 1748, to the Court of Directors.
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Surat, 5th April, 1751 (1750-51, S. F. 8, I
Surat to Bombay. '

This is dlspatche.d express to acquaint Your Honour, ete. that
early this morning Miah Achind, the Governor, sent to acquaint Sidi
Masud that he could not with patience any longer bear Ali Nawaz Ichan
to remain in town ; and that he was determined on this day to oblige him
to depart by force ; and that he expected he would not only, according
to his promise publicly given, suffer him quietly so to do, but as the King’s
officer he would be assisting to him ; to which he returned for answer
that Al Nawaz Khan should remain here, and that he would protect
him in so doing. On which, about eight this morning, Miah Achind
began to fire on the Sidi, and both sides have been warmly engaged ever
since, though with little loss on either side, Safdar Khan's son, all his
late officers and slaves have declared for the Sidi and make a very strong
party, though as yet they do not scem to have gained any advantage.
We are putting the Factory in the best posture of defence we are able ;
and as we expect our cruisers from the northward this evening or to-
morrow at farthest, do not estecm ourselves to be in any danger.

We judge now things cannot be accommodated without the fall of
cither Achind or the Sidi; as yet neither of them have dared to molest
us, and we keep on the defensive till we receive Your Honour, &ca's
further directions. -~

Surat, Gth April, 1751 (1760-51, S. . 8, II)
Surat to Bombay.

This serves chiefly to enclose duplicate of our address of yesterday’s
date and to advisc Your Honour, etc. that this moming Ali Nawaz
took possession of the Darbar through the treachery of some of Mith
Achind’s officers who had the command of that place; since which, Sidi
Masud has publicly by beat of drum caused Safdar Khan to be declared
Governor of the town. About five hundred houses since yesterday
have been destroyed by fire, and Miah Achind is now retired with ail

his people in and under the Castle guns.

Surat, 9th April, 1751 (1750-51, S. F. 8, 11)

Surat to Bombay. o T
Since the sci';.urc of the Darbar the Sidi and Safdar Khan's 5’:u e

have scized on four merchants and shrofls, and forced {rom them upw ,ml-:

of 40,000 Rupcees, and it's thought will continue these practices to the

great distress of the town,

Achind’s people have this day made a sally, and dw‘;’ti?}:f-dl tiﬁx{? {1(:;,'{{;
teries which the other party were raising agamst ‘thg (,..11‘..!:“, .}\'t'xi;‘_ i“»’.“
the cannon therein greatly annoys them. He rc‘p-:a'r.t“a he x‘x;.i.;“.lu.':‘“;:.
and ammunition for two years, and !h.'tt.h(.“ wxl‘l drfuju‘!‘u tq} ¥ ue i-ixr;:
On the other hand the Sidi declares he mt‘vjnrllx !n.t.fh ,(fzrn:‘ !j;;':y'nf‘mr
self master of, the Castle, and establish Safdar 'I\h.:ft G »;:'i‘.;’:;m:; e
Darbar. The Ganims are retired out of town, !'mt Ko t}‘:ill'é;%;.l‘;‘c,zﬁ
trade of all kinds from coming }3:,_‘:xxxf1 th_n:m}-.:v iaix-:"xt‘,f(. ‘J';uifa e
numbers of men to revense the Sidi's burningy the hiotor ol Sa .

one of theiv principal ofheery,
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Tt is reported the Sidi has promised the Dutch that they shall begin The Duich
on their works in two days.

We hold the Factory in a good posture of defence. Qur vesscls 5&2107'3'
we keep near at hand and have possession of the city-gate to the water-
side near our Factory. The keys of all the other gates are in possession
of the Sidi.

Surat, 12th April, 1761 (1750-51, S. F. 8, I1) 1751
At a Consultation. ‘ o

This meeting is called to take into consideration Miah Achind’s Safdar's
request of sending two of our Board to the Castle to confer with him ; request
which being thought reasonable, Messrs Delagarde and Hunt waited on

him. The purport of what passed is entered at full after this consult-
ation.

Surat, 12th April, 1751 (1750-51, S. F. 8, II) . 1751
Report of Messrs Delagarde and Hunt, their conference uith Mialy Achind.
After being received in a very friendly manner Miah Achind repre- Achind's

sented to us the distressed condition the town was reduced to through views
the Sidi’s acting in open opposition to him, putting Ali Nawaz in pos-
session of the Darbar, and declaring Safdar IXhan Governor; and that

he had no hopes of reducing his enemies and settling the town in tran-
quillity again without the assistance of the Hon’ble Company, by whose
means he had been placed in the government; and that, as he had not
either before or since acted contrary to their interest, he hoped the
Hon'ble Company would still protect him. He likewise represented

that the Sidi, attempting to bring in Safdar Khan in open defiance of

the English, after having been so lately turned out by the Hon’ble Com-
pany'’s forces! for his oppression of the merchants of the town and mis-
behaviour towards them, was not only an instance of his presumption,

but that, if he succeeded, must prove fatal to the Hon'ble Company’s
affairs at this place, as the Dutch had joined his party on promise of being
permitted to build a fortress and enjoy particular privileges.

In answer to all which he was assured that, although the Hon’ble Envoys’
Company continued the same friendship for him as formerly, the late- 7e0%
ness of the season and the present occasion for their forces in other parts
rendered it impossible for them (we feared) to afford him their assistance
at this juncture otherwise than by their good offices as mediators. That
therefore, if he could think of any proposals for a treaty towards settling
the town in tranquillity and putting an end to the great calamities which
he laboured under, that in such case we should be earnest in endeavour-
ing to bring matters to a speedy and happy conclusion.

In reply to which he told us that he had no terms to propose that Ackind’s
were likely to effect a peace with the Sidi; for that he was determined to #7oPosal
defend himself in the Castle, and to the utmost of his power would en-
deavour to recover the Darbar, and still hoped the Hon’ble Company
would afford him their assistance as the most effectual means of finish-
ing the troubles ; without which he intimated that his extremities might
be a means of the Castle’s falling into the hands of his enemies, rather

1 See letter of the 30th December, 1748, to the Court of Directors.
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than which he offered to deliver the Castle into the Hon'ble Company's

| Possession with all its revenues, provided they would agree to pug him

Envoys’ 1n possession of the Darbar. This, we told him, was a proposal we could

reply not listen to, but he strenuously insisted that we should rccommcmf it

to the Hon’ble President and Council’s consideration and get a speedy

answer, and then dispatched us with the strongest injunctions to sccrecy

and insisted on having Mr. Lambe’s and the rest of the Gentlemen's
answers sent him the next day.

1751 Sural, I3th April, 1751 (1750-51, S. F. 8, IT)

Miah Achind’s request.

Achind’s Upon our Modi’s being sent this day to give the answer, which

droposals Achind made Messrs Delagarde and Huni promise yesterday, and to
desire to know whether he had any terms of peace to propose, he again
begged that we would write the Hon’ble the President and Council of the
proposal he made yesterday, that he was desirous to give up the Castie
with all its revenues, provided only they would only engage to fix him
in the Darbar.

1751 Swurat, 13th April, 1751 (1750-51, S. F. 8, I1)
Surat to Bombay.

The Dutch It is now publicly reported in town that the Dutch have agreed to
introduce Safdar Khan into the government of the town, on condition
that he shall give them a firman the same as the Hon’ble Company to
pay only 10,000 Rupces annually in licu of customs, and that they have
permission granted them to build on their wharf such works as they shall
think proper, and land all their goods there; and it’s said the Sidi and
Safdar Khan's slaves have given them a written grant for these three
articles on his behalf; on which they publicly assisted his party with
powder and shot; and the day they were engaged, Muncher and several
Dutch servants were publicly scen delivering them out ammunition,

water and provisions.

1751 Sural, 13th April, 1751 (1750-51, S. F. 8, 11)

Surat to Bombay. . ) e
The Sidi’s aim, he said, is to fix himself in the Castle anid shake ol

his allegiance to Rajapur, and by means of his ficet and Castle to Leep
the Governor of the town continmmily in awe,

Yesterday morning Muhanymad Wigar I{%m‘n, i bedialf of hf-: i.‘azhx;r.
Safdar Khan, gave lsave and orders to the brickhivers to wore on the
Dutch wall, and they have this day sctually begun to sift and nix ep

the chunam.

The Sidi

The Datck
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4

in as often as he wants them. He has some batte_ries before the Castle
from which his people make some successful sallies,

Agreeable to Your Honour, &ca's possitive orders we have not espous- Molested

ed either party, but content ourselves with securing the Hon’ble Com-
pany’s Factory and effects in the best way we can, notwithstanding the
Sidi’s people daily molest the boats going down to the Hon’ble Company'’s
vessels; yesterday in particular they stopped a pinnace, which was going
down with carpenters and stores to the Shark cruiser, and took out all
the stores, and beat the lascars and carpenters violently. When we
complain to the Sidi of these insults, he coldly says they are not done
by his order, and that, if we can find out the people, he will punish them,
but takes no pains to find them out himself.

We are but too credibly informed that at night, in a consultation Factory
of all the officers of Safdar Khan's party, it was resolved to burn the @ danger
Factory as soon as the fair monsoon is over, and all the Hon’ble Company’s
vessels gone from the Bar. Sidi Mufta (the next officer to the old Sidi)
proposed putting the scheme in execution immediately; but the old Sidi
was of opinion that it was more prudent to defer it till all the Hon’ble Com-
pany’s vessels are gone for the season, as it is out of Your Honour, &ca’s,
power to send us up any men; and they resolved according to his opinion.

It is impossible with the number of men we have to prevent this Factory
being fired when we are attacked, and at the same time defend our-
selves, as it is surrounded by a great number of houses, which are not
commanded by any part of our Factory. Being well convinced of the
truth of this resolution, we thought it most prudent to send Your Honour
etc. 30,000 Rupees of the Company’s cash lying here, that their risk

may be as small as possible, more especially as we shall have no occasion
for it till after the rains.

We have just now received a message form the Sidi, telling us not to Fearless
send any of the Hon'ble Company’s goods by boats from our water-gate attituds
but by land to his bunder and ship them off there. We returned for answer
that we were determined to have the river open for our boats, and that,
if he stopped any of them, we should be obliged to repel force by force.

Surat, 18th April, 1751 (1750-51, S. F. 8, II) 1751
Letter from Bombay.

As you say that you have forces sufficient to defend yourselves Bombay

" and the Hon’ble Company’s Factory, we would have you observe astrict orders
neutrality and on no account engage yourselves as principals on either

side, as we cannot at present spare any more forces to support you

nor have we conveyances to send them, could they be spared. '

Surat, 25th April, 1751 (1750-61, S. F. 8
Leiter from Bombay. ( + )

From what you write us of the situation of afiairs, there js it too Bomber
much reason to believe that the Sidi will carry his p’o}m;/}i;,} ;,’,’,’;’f,gi ;(1:{
Safdar Khan in the government of Surat: nor i< it in our e at this
time to act openly in the obstru S 2z
and if we had, it would be impoz
the season. We can therefore

1751
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last, viz. that, as you judge you have sufficient forces to defend your-
selves, you are to observe a strict neutrality and by no means engage as
parties on ecither side. o

Surat, 27th April, 1761 (1750-51, S. F. §, 17)
Surat to Bombay. '

In rcgard to the troubles in town _we shall strictly follow Your
Honour, &ca’s orders and not engage as partics on cither side, At pre-
sent there scems to be little appearance of Safdar Khan's taking quict
possession of the government, Miah Achind seeming also likely bent
on maintaining himself in the Castle, from whence he daily by his fire kills
:OH_’I& of the people belonging to the other party and destroys their bat-
eries.

Surat, 28th April, 1751 (1750-51, S. F. 8, II)
Surat to Bombay.

This is purposely to advise you that in the evening the Chief receiv-
ed a message from Miah Achind, acquainting him that upon his having
intelligence that three of his officers, who had the charge of the Castle-
gate, had a design to decliver it up to the Sidi, that he had thereupon
confined them and the same evening intercepted letters from the Sidi
to the said officers, which confirmed it, and found that the $idi attacking
the Castle the 26th in the morning so briskly was owing to the premisa
he had been made by the said officers of delivering to him the gute with-
out opposition; which he fortunately prevented by his intelligence of
this design, and killed about forty of the Sidi’s men in the atiack.

Surat, 28th Aprid, 1751 (1750-51, S. F., 8, II)
Letter from Bombay. ‘ ] .
Miah Achind’s proposals of putting us in possession of the Castle
and its revenues, on condition we settle him in the Darbar, must unavoid-
ably.engage us as a party in a war, which at this thme of the year we ane
by no means able to support, having no vessels to trausport any forees,
were we inclined to send them; ncither do you acquamt us whnf tho
revenues are, or whether they would answer the undertaking, Things
of such consequences require your being much {uller,
We cannot doubt but you will wse all means in your power o pur
vent the Dutch carrying on their fortifications or pettng any’ _l.'hf;‘{fv
which may be of any validity, which we can’t thinkany elitined fromn this

rabble can be.

Surat, Ist May, 1751 (1730-31, S. F. 8, 11}

Sural to Bombay. o
I this proposal [Miah Ackind’s] 15 ncteptec, o Ackiml il i
the Ton'ble Company the revenues of the t.:m!w.} suéu{;‘;‘ m';r’.z;m- e
1,00.000 Rupees per annum, arising from the reats o dn.-z; (\,: o
since the Ganims are grown o powerful in thear }l‘:.l’:n,.f x;~; “; ;
redueed Lo 22,000, and 10,000 Rupees mare 13 o {x}x:, }? !s: s):ﬂ. e
of the town: and the Sil's tanklin, which 1 ;x v:mi;::.n ‘;s:“;;‘i; ‘3"3.::.««»‘;
of the customs, and ether revenues were futiezdy SIS
prer annum, but is pow reduced fo foom 165
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annum through the decay of trade; and for both these and the govern-
ment of the Castle, the Mogul’s firman, we judge, may be casily procured.
The possession of the Castle would put the Hon’ble Company’s affairs,
and the English trade in this city on a very secure footing. .

We shall carefully watch every opportunity that offers to prevent
the Dutch carrying on their works; but, unless the Governor of the
town is a friend to the English, it will be entirely out of our power to
prevent it.

Yesterday the Sidi desired that the principal merchants might come
to the Factory in order to confer about settling the town; and accor-
dingly they came; but instead of making any proposals, they ony asked
us why we put the Factory in a posture of defence. We answered that
circumstances of affairs required it and assured them of our earnest
desire to make peace, desiring them to go back to the Sidi and consider
with him of some method of settling the town, and return to us with his
proposals. This day they went to him; when the Sidi desired them to
meet at Sidi Zeem’s to consult about it, but fir-t insisted that the first
proposal they should make should be his being put in possession of the
Castle. Upon which the merchants declared to him that it seemed to
them that the English had intentions to make peace, of which this his

proposal had not the appearance, and immediately took their leave and
went home.

Surat, 3rd May, 1761 (1750-51, S. F. 8, II)
Intercepted Letter.

Extract from a letter from Coja Vertanus, the contractor for the
Hon’ble Company’s investment, to Muncher, the Dutch broker: letter
intercepted and opened by the Surat Chief and Council.

Sohrabji wrote you concerning Damaji. I hope you received his
letter. Nana has wrote from Hyderabad to his brother at Satara not to

let Damaji escape alive, but to kill him. He is now surrounded by 25,000
of Nana’s forces.

Surat, 3rd May, 175 (1750-61, S. F. 8, I1I)
Intercepted Letter.
Extract from a letter of Nasserwanji to Muncher, the Dutch broker:

letter intercepted and opened by the Surat Chief and Council.
Damaji is surrounded by Nana’s forces.

Bombay, 10th May, 1751 (1749-54, P. D. Let. to Court of Dir. 2)
Bombay to the Court of Directors.

On the 5th ultimo Miah Achind, the Governor of Surat, and a body
of malcontents headed by the Sidi came to an open rupture, occasioned
by a dispute between the said Miah Achind and his nephew, Ali Nawaz
Khan, whom his uncle had formerly put great confidence in, but had dis-
graced him at present and turned him out of town. He returned in disguise
and joined Sidi Masud and all the late Governor’s (Safdar IKhan) friends
who were disaffected to the Governor Miah Achind, who demanded
that Sidi Masud should put Ali Nawar Khan out of town, conformable
to a promise he had made him; but instead of complying, he sent the
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Governor word that he ‘wotld‘protect him in ‘;he town; on which the
Governor began to fire. the Castle-guns on Sidi Masud’s house. This
put the whole town I arms, ‘and some hundreds of them fell the same
day. The'second'day, by the treachery of some of the Governor's
officers, Ali Na}yaz Khan got possession of the Darbar, and they drove
a body of Ganims out of town, whom Miah Achind had brocht in
for his own security. The malconternits were no sooner possessed of
the Darbar, but théy proclaimed Safdar IKhan ( former Governor)
Governor of Surat; and it is supposed that Sidi Masud intends to make
" himself Governor of the Castle when he takes it, of which there
seems no great probability, as Miah Achind’s cannon from the
Castle has Jevelled all the -works they have vet attempted to raise;
and he is well stocked with ammunition and” provisions, Loth which
the malcontents ar¢ short of. Sidi Masud,-we know, sent some vessels
to Sind to bring Safdar Khan over; but it is doubled whether he
will come without the consent of the English, which was never asked
before ’chc}{s proclaimed him_ Governor. The Dutch, it is said, have
given Sidi Masud a sum of money and supplied him with a very small
quantity of gunpowder (one candy being all they would spare) on his
promise they shall carry on their work, and they had actually begun to
mix chunam and other materials. Great number of houses are burnt,
others plundered, and many persons have lost their lives.

Before they came to extremities, yvour President used all possible
means to prevent it by writing to both partics and by getting Commmaodore
Lisle to let some of the King's ships lay at the Bar; which kept them for
some time in awe, till four ships were loaded with freight-goods ont of
the town for the Guiph of Mocha and Perwsia, and Mr. Lisle's time of
departure approached. .Our Gentlemen at Surat had orders to olrerve
a strict neutrality, and they have frequently assured us that they have
strength sufficient to defend the Factory, should anybody attack them,
which, we think, they will not venture to do.  How this affair may e
we cannot pretend to say ; but, should the malcontents carry their point
in reinstating Safdar Khan in the government of the town, swe tahe
no doubt of having Your Honour's firman and privileges continned in
ample a manner as ever.  This affair happens at an zmlm*#y‘]nfwy.u;vi
when the setting in of the mins \\~3Il cut off all commustivation :3,!
sca; but, as some jealousies begin to nse amongst the nmlr"m':.;e’c:stfn. .r‘z;;r
they make separate applications to your Prestdent, we hops 30w
come to a speedy conclusion,

Surat, 19k May, 1751 (I740-51, S. F. 8, 11}
Lelter from Bombay.
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unacquainted that his tankha was ever annexed to the revenues of the
Governor of the Castle. We therefore desire' to have these particulars
more clearly explained to us.- C . i

Surat, 21st May, 1751 (1850-51, S. F. 8, II)

1751
Lelter from Bombay. o R : )

* - - This you will receive by Captain James Sterling, under whose com- Troops
mand we send: Lieut. Levick, a bundred military (mostly Eurcpeans) sent
and a- hundred sepoys; which, we hope, will be sufficient for the protec-

‘tion of the'Hon’ble Company’s Factory and efiects. -~ o

Surat, 22nd May, 1751 (1750-61, S. F. 8, II) . o : 1751
Surat to Bombay. . ) i o . .

. . Achind’s proposals made on condition of fixing him in the Govern- Achind's
ment of the Darbar, by which, as he and the Sidi were at, that time con: proposals
tending for it, Achind meant that we should join him publicly in turning
the Sidi out, when it would be in his power to pay the tankha ; and it is
not likely that he will ever dispute his engagements while the Hon’ble
Company are in possession of the Castle, which will always be a suffi;

cient awe upon the Governor of the town. ,

The Ganims bhave for some time received a quarter part of the
revenues cof the town, and while we are willing to let it be continued to

them, they will hardly dispute our receiving the revenves of those vil-
lages annexed to the Castle.

There 1s great reason to believe that there never will be a lasting Suppors-
.peace until one .party is in entire possession of both town:and Castle, Z’L’l 2
and the other drove out; and it appears to us dangerous to trust that “*"
party which ‘has already been turned out by the Hon’ble Company’s
forces?, considering the unforgiving temper of the Moors. Continual
troubles in the town must in the end prove more expensive to the Hon'ble
Company, by the necessity there will be of having a force here for the
security of their Factory and effects, than joining Achind at this time
in turning the Sidi out, besides that the Hon’ble Company is to reap
the above-mentioned advantages for joining Achind now ; and if Safdai
Khan becomes entire master of town and Castle, the Dutch, who have

acted openly for him all along, are likely to have great influence with him
to the Hon’ble Company’s prejudice. :

The Sidi’s party from their batteries continue to attack the Castle,
but with no .success. . ' : : ,

. Since the news of Damaji’s being taken prisoner by Nana’s forces, Damaji
Khanderao, a considerable officer of the former, and. Appaji Gopal, the ?risone?
commanding person at Bilimora, it’s said, have designs of coming hither
in- order to take the protection of Sidi Masud. . ) L '

Agreeable to our advices of the 3rd instant,-we have enlisted four Enlisting
hundred country sepoys, completely armed with . matchlocks, swords Soéers
and targets, who are esteemed as good as any in these parts. o

Surat, 29t May, 1751 (1750-51, S. F. 8, II). : 1751
Letter from Bombay. ‘

. This we despatch by pattemar to advise you that-the Chief’s letter Condition-
to the Hon'ble the President, relating to our taking possession of the af powers

1 See letter of the 30th December, 1748, to the Court of Dircctors.

Failure
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Castle, provided Achind can no longer maintain it, has been laid bafore
the Board; and which having been duly weighed and considerédl we are
of opinion that such a step requires the greatest caution and canduet

and ought not on any consideration be entered into by us, so long as it
can possibly be avoided; but, if Achind should be so hard pressed as not
to be able to hold out any longer against the enemy, we permit svou to
take possession of the Castle in the Mogul’s name, and then onlv at
Achind’s particular request and upon his entering into a written obliga-
tion to defray all expenses. You must also have the concurrence of
the whole body of merchants by a writing under their seals. Althouch
we have given you the above latitude, you are not to be too sanruine
or hasty in putting it into execution, but wait until matters are carsied
to the very last extremity, when, it becoming unavoidable for us to re-
main neuter, we judge it more for the Hon'ble Company’s intercst and

honour for you to take possession of it, until we hear from Court,
than to let it fall into the hands of Sidi Masud, from whose behaviour
since the commencement of the war we have great reason to approhend
that, should he get into quiet possession of the government, we shall nat
be able to carry on our trade in that free and reputable manner, as is
consistent with the Hon’ble Company’s honour and their firman and
privileges. Secrecy, above all things, is absolutely necessary, and which
we recommend to you; for, should 1t come to the knowledge of the $ii,
the Hon’ble Company’s effects and your own lives may be endanuerel;
and as you are on the spot, we leave it to vou to act as may b mnst
conducive to the Hon'ble Company’s interest, and as circumstances
may require ; but, as above, strictly enjoin yvou not to engage in the
troubles, until matters are carred to the very last extremity, and Achind
can hold out no longer. We would not have you enter into any eagage-
ment for fixing him in the Darbar, as we judge the forees you hive with
you not sufficient to efiect it; for by dividing them into smnll partie,
thev run a risk of being cut off. You must also be careful nf Sili Mamnd,
as the Hon'ble the President has lately intercepted a letter fram his
agent here, wherein he advises the Sidi to cut off the detachment Litely

sent to Surat in their passage up the river,

Surat, 3rd June, 1751 (1759-51, 5. I. §, 11)

Surat to Bombay. .

Yesterday moming about 7 o'clock ante of aur Portuguese ol frers
coming from church was attacked and wounded by ant ek Bretosein s o
the Siiii, from whom he immediately snatched b srimitar sedae
him in two places. We immedintely sent to the U to cempl
this insult, who, instead of givinz us any redoes, seent for ﬁ‘lt;\’fr:’ 1ht ‘,z:,’
people were very ungovernable.  Soon :“if((‘f weo e ‘sz'
they were assembled tozether n 2 tumujtuees manna, ﬂfi{r‘.&_\f‘t’:;w"-:\‘t
attack the Factary, and en our Bombny arpows malin At
our Mouschers 123 the 8idi's peaple ned o :En:rs:! ;xi'.'}w: e fapi
Sietling, who marched therenpsn with @ gl ”.5 £ :s‘;w:z !;(::';:«:x‘ ‘( b
our qu?zrturs: on \x‘hif:’h a batehe ereneel, amd ol Saf2er KhRins
joined to attack the Foctory,
hemerss (il 10 at nizht, swhen

vas pereed o0,

24 hours, whirh was a3

P I

witas
MR AR B

i
P
TLIIN A

; ¥ PR
:?}!:tuf Teed)y fey op0 2

\ L2 RN
) ST T
the ) =31

which they ot

: o
A PR )
vE

# .
(38 IR S ARTEN & S SR VIR
. YT,
sl onpe waller

S T S .
[ £ ST P
thoree Lot



DAMAJIRAO 1732-1768 85

sepoys and twelve Surat, killed, and forty wounded, Captain Sterling
wounded in the foot with an arrow, and Lieut. Levick in the shouldqr
with a musket-ball, Mr. Pym has received a shot through tl}e calf of his
leg, and Mr. Delagarde one through his thigh. Their keeping in the houses
rendered it impossible for us to do them any significant mischief, as we
are to leeward of the Sidi and therefore could not conveniently dispossess
them by fire. We shall do our utmost for the good security of our
Hon’ble Masters’ affairs here ; and as to what loss the Hon’ble Company
may sustain in stock, Your Honour, etc. have .sgﬂicient in. Bombay
now on the Jiddah and Mocha ships belonging to Sidi Masud, Sidi Muita,
etc. of that faction to make them ample satisfaction.

Upon our signal being made, Captain Sanders fired ten of the Sidi’s
gallivats and entirely destroyed them.

Surat, 6th June 1751 (1750-61, S. F. 8, II) 1751
Letter from Bombay.

We cannot help saying that your enlisting so large a number of the Bombay
country soldiers is very extraordinary, and we think unnecessary, as it is warmng
putting the Hon’ble Company to a large expense for people whose fide-
lity, in case of your being attacked, cannot be depended upon, as in all

probability they would be influenced or intimidated by the opposite party’s
seizing their families.

Surat, 10th June, 1751 (1750-61, S. F. 8, II)
At a Consultation.

This night a treaty was concluded between us and Begler Khan, 7.4y
otherwise Wigar Khan, and Hafiz Masud Khan as follows:

Begler Khan, [Wigar Khan)] and Hafiz Masud Khan on the King’s
side having had a skirmish with Mr. Lambe. Mr. Boucard used his good
offices as mediator between them, and it is hereby agreed that Mr. Lambe

shall not in any manner assist Moyeen-ud-din Khan or send people to
the Castle.

Mr. Lambe is in possession of the key of Mulna’s gate, which we
have demanded of him; when it was agreed that four of our people should
sit down at the gate, and one belonging to Mr. Boucard, and that the
Governor of Bombay shall be wrote to for his orders, if the key must be
given up. 1If an answer thereto does not come soon, all who sign here
to oblige themselves to send a pattemar and write a second time. To
this the Dutch and French Chiefs sign as witnesses.

1751

Surat, 11th June, 1751 (1750-51, S. F. 8, II) st
Surat to Bombay.
The reason for our signing this treaty, which binds us up so much
! s E
was that our officers declared to us we could not hold out Iaigainst the e
enemy for above two more attacks, and because they earnestly entreated

us to make peace on any terms, except that of giving u
] T , p the key of the
gate, which would entirely cut off our retreat, if necessary. Y

. Though it was not expressly mentioned in the treaty that we shall Mulna
give up the key, yet we are well assured, if we do not, that it will in the gate
end occasion a fresh rupture with the Sidi; if we give up the key, our
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retreat and all communication with our vessels is then cut off; and-i
we are_.afterwards attacked and "wor: of; and.if
shall- be without resource.. .- l,ha.ve the WOISF of -thfe en‘gagement‘,: e

It appears to us very strange that our officers should “thi “it meces
sary f_01:_}15 to’ have 5,000 additional forces to ‘act ’o'ﬁénsixlrlel'j;} tag:icrfsf
the Sidi, ‘whose whole force cannot exceed 6 or 7,000 then especially
as ‘they all' frequently ‘declated before the ‘éngagemient that 100 micn
W‘C)l.l’ld be sufficient to bring the Sidi out 'of his quarters, and from thié
Sidi’s 'own confession to Monsr. Boucard, a§ well as (to] Aga Razak,
the Persiin agent, his declaration, ‘who' was' dctually present with him
during the engagement, he was under the greatest appréehensions whilé
our militaty advanced -upon him ;-and had Captain Sterling not retreat-
ed in great disorder to his quarters, before he had lost a man (for the
two he lost were in the retreat), we have great reason to believe we should
have got the better; for the eremy did not: enter the houses round the
Factory till after Captain Sterling’s retreat. R T

Surat, 11th Jume, 1751 (1750-51, S. F. 8, II) s .

“This'day the Sidi caused a drum to be beat about town, publicly ‘for=
bidding peons or servants of any kind to enter our service, and at thé
same ‘time put the butchers, etc. under obligations'in writing not to
supply us with meat or provisions of any sort. ' T

Surat, 14th Jume, 1761 (1750-51, S. F. 8, 1I) -~ L

The Sidi sent to the Chief by the hands of Monsr. Boucard the above
mentioned writings for the butchers, etc. denying their having béen given
by his order, but said it was done by Wolalah’s (one¢ of his dependants)
without his knowledge, as-he. himself had only ordered peons entering
into our service. = i S

Surat, 26th June; 1751:(1750-61, S. F. 8, -11)+ - = - ' .'.x
Surat to Bombay. _ e
.. Last night by a letter from the-Castle we aré informed that the
garrison s..in the greatest want of dal, ghee and other necessaries; and
Achind requests we will find means to supply him therewith; which
being. contrary to-our agreement with the Sidi, we have declined ; but
fear, if Achind cannot find means to..supply himself with. these articles;
he will soon..be.gbliged to give up the Castle to the Sidi; which will be
of the utmost bad consequence, as, in case he should. get possession ;of

in attack the Factory and worst us, we shall have no
the Castle and again attac ry e e args

; v means ‘left of reco
_ resource left; nor shall we have any T e

N

Sidi's ac-
cugafions

which have been incurred by thes
Your Honour, &ca’s immediate d111rect10ns ho;v to
he Castle, the Company'’s. effects here are. certain+
. 5 both we -and they are

H

extraordinary charges
We therefore request
act. Should wegointot '
ly lost; and should the enemy get possession,
entirely at their mercy.

h the Sidi sent word to the Chief (
sels '\1;'%?1 2&1;1, ghee and other necessaries went the night beforehio f)l:-:
Castle : which though we gave him-the strongest assurances- to tt Ic’lg ho.
trary, he yesterday .morning sent for Mr.. Boucard. and told him that.

that a boat from our ves:
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was thoroughly convinced that we had, notwithstanding all we had said.

He also told the said gentleman that he was informed the Hon'ble Presi-
dent had through Mulna's :means wroté:to Nana {o'send his forces to
Surat to act in concert with us to turn him out; and that in consequence
thereof Nana was-sending 20,000 men hither; and thercupon observed
that he was sensible he tould not stay here in such a case, but that he
should never want bread ;. for that he could go to -Jafarabad and act like
the Sultanpur Kolis. e

Surat, 3rd July, 1751 (1750-51, S. E. & IIy . ... . . 1751
Surat o Bombay. . N

Two of the principal merchants acquainted us that Sidi Masud Sidi's
declared to them that he was in hourly expectation of becoming master designs
of the Castle, and told them that he had, therefore, lately withdrawn
all the people belonging to Ali Nawaz Khan and the rest of Safdar Khan's
party from the batteries round the. Castle, and placed those that are
immediately in his service in their room; which has occasioned that party
to be very much dissatisfied; these as well as .many other circumstances
make it generally believed that he not only designs .to make himself
governor of the Castle but of the town also.

Surat, 7th July, 1751 (1750-51, S. F. 8, II)
Leflcr from Bombay lo Sural. o
"~ We advise you at all events not to deliver up the key of the water- Bombay
gate, as it will entirely cut off all communication with your vessels, and remon-
likewise as it concurs in opinion with your officers, with whom we are strates
concerned to observe you should have any difference, more especially

at this critical juncture, when unanimity is so highly nccessary and in-
cumbant for your fmutual safety. With regard to sending you any
recruits or stores, as you desire, you will know it is impracticable for us

to effect it at'this season of the year; and indeed we think the force you

have fully sufficient to defend the Factory.. Therefore [we] cannot
approve of your enlisting any more sepoys. :

Bombay, 11th July, 1751 (1751, P. D. 24B) " 781
At a Consultaiion.

The Gentlemen at Surat have mever yet given us the least hint, how English a

the Hon'ble Company are to be reimbursed the.monstrous expense they Surat

are to have been at on account ‘of the troubles. We do not doubt the
truth of which they affirm of their not having supplied Achind with
provisions, although Sidi Masud's jealousy might ‘cause him to suspect
it. It can be no secret to him that after Nana had taken Damaiji, etc,
prisoners, he issued orders to part of his army to subdue the province
of Gujarat; so’ there could 'be no occasidn for the President to write to
hnn to Join his forces to ours; and he now declares to the Board he did
not; nor was ever the Mulna: employed in' such an affair by him. In
regard-td Sidi Masu@’s inclinations for piracy, we do not doubt of it ;
but we cannot coriceive that he will choose to make war upon the English
q?pyqvc:ked, as we shall shortly be able to act on the $ea as we think
p oper‘ ' . . . . b .

\

1751

1 “1his extract must be read jointly with the letter from Surat, dated the 25th
June, 1751, B A I O . o

.
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Bowmbay, 17tk July, 1751 (1751, P. D. 24B)
At a Consultation. :

The President acquaints the Board that he has received repeated
messages from Ramaji Pant, acquainting him that Nana had given
orders to his army to march and subdue the province of Gujarat, and
that he was also determined to settle the tranquillity of Surat, but would
not place any person in the government without our approbation. The
Board are, therefore, of opinion that the President write a complaisant
letter to Nana and acquaint him that we think the most proper persons
to be fixed in the government of Surat are such as may be appointed
by the Mogul.

Surat, 23rd July, 1751 (1750-51, S. F. 8, 1)
Letter from Bombay. ’

We approve of the writing! you have given Begler Khan [Wigar
Khaen] and Sidi Masud not to assist Moyeen-ud-din Khan, it being com-
formable to our repeated orders to you to observe a strict neutrality and
not make yourselves a party unnecessarily. Indeed we sincerely wish
you could by any means contribute towards the settling of the tran-
quillity of the town by using your good offices between the contend-
ing parties. We do not apprehend any great inconvenience can arise
from Sidi Masud’s having four people at the water-gate, if he does not
insist on more, but agreeable to what we have already wrote you, you

are not to deliver up the key.

Surat, 23rd July, 1751 (1750-51, S. F. 8, II)
Surat to Bombay. .
There seems to be no probability of Achind and the Sidi coming to
an accommodation, asthe Sidi insists on the Castle being delivered up
to him; and yesterday a conspiracy was brought to light in that place,
three Habshi officers in Achind’s service having agreed to deliver up the
largest battery (called the. King’s battery) to the Sidi’s people and
to assassinate Achind; in attempting the latter, one of them was killed,

and the other two made prisoners.

Surat, 24th July, 1751 (1750-51, S. F. 8, 11)
Letter from Bombay. . —_
You wrote of going into the Castle as a thing you make no dlrfxﬁgl; Itty

in, but as yet have not informed us how you are to get possession of
The only conditions we have heard were that you were to put Achind
which we are morally certain you cannot

in possession of the Darbar, wh . ne _ . not
do; and [how] you are to be supplied with provisions, if you were PoSses f
of the Castle, is not at all clear to us; and for this doubtful ,chancc 0
getting possession of the Castle your are to sacrifice all the Hon ble Fom~
pany’s property in Surat, which we cannot think at all ?quxvalcnt, nox"
have you hitherto given us the least hint how the Hon’ble Cormgg'm}
were to be reimbursed the monstrous expense they are, :}nd hav e cen
at on account of these tronbles. If Achind was in the distress }o;)x rc;
present him when your letter was wrote, any orders from us can be 0

no consequence, as he must have surrendered before now.

1 Sce extract dated Surat, 10th June, 1751.



DAMAJIRAO 1732-1768 89

Surat, 30th July, 1751 (1750-51, S. F. 8, II) 1751
Surat to Bombay. . .

""" The Sidi has hitherto always declared that he designed the govern- gfdt s
ment of the town for Safdar Khan, but from what has happened of late esigns
it appears that he designs, if he takes the Castle, to keep both that and
the town himself. )

The Sidi of late treats all the head officers with very little respect,
particularly Muhammad Wiqar Khan, to whom he used to go in the
beginning of the troubles when he sent to desire to see him ; but lately
he has civilly refused three or four times going to Muhammad Wiqar
Khan upon his being sent for, saying he would come when he was more
at leisure. .

The extremity which Achind is in has made him for some time Achind
desirous of receiving the Hon'ble Company’s forces into the Castle on ;’l’;d

. g arathas
any terms as the securest way he has of saving his life at present, and

in hopes that Your Honour, etc. might be induced to do something for
him in future ; but, as he sees he is not to expect any assistance from
the English, he is making an agreement with Nana; and it is thought,
if he is able to hold out against the Sidi’s forces till Nana’s forces come
this way, that he will deliver up the Castle to them. The Sidi, suspect-
ing some treaty was carrying on between Achind and Nana, has lately
taken up Nana’s agent and sent him to Damaji’s people at Navsari.

As the Sidi’s behaviour all along made us judge that he would sooner Prepa-
or later attack us, we thought it necessary to provide against the worst rations
that might happen by lodging two months’ provisions for all our people
on board the vessels, which we proposed carrying into the Castle if we
had been forced to take refuge there, and which we were only able to
get down on pretence that we designed to remove to our garden to pre-
vent any accidental quarrels between our men and the Sidi.

As to the Hon’ble Company being reimbursed the very heavy ex- Expenses
pense they have been at to defend their Factory during these troubles,
unless Achind is reinstated, we can see no way to recover it. -

. It being likely that the Castle will soon fall into the Sidi’s hands, Instruc-

in which case the government of the town will be fixed either in the fions

Sidi or Safdar Khan, we beg Your Honour, &ca’s directions how we are %sk¢4

to act ; whether, provided they assure us the Hon’ble Company’s firman

and privileges shall be preserved, we are immediately to deliver up the

key of the gate, dismiss the mercenaries and remove our batteries, as

we shall then have no pretence . for keeping them. ’

The Sidi always declares that he will attack the Facto )i
ever he has certain advice that Your Honour &ca’s design {z};]a’iossogrlllda: Z;g;? ”
force up hither ; and we are well assured that he has constant and quick
a-xdvmes from Bombay at this time, though we can’t find out from whom.

Bombay, 13th August, 1751 (1761, P. D. 24B)

Letter from Surat. -
Came ‘to hand a letter from the Chief and Factors at Surat. dated Sid:’

the 3l1st ultimo, advising of their having wrote us the day after, ‘and P"#’gsal

that Monsr. Boucard had that morning waited on the Chief with a mes-

sage f.rom the S}dl, informing him that, if they would take down their

batteries and discharge their Surat mercenaries, the Sidi would visit

1751
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+ him and endeavour to make peace in the town; but that he would never

1751

Sidi’s
proposal
rejected

come to the Factory till they did so.- That, as the Sidi had never. yet
given-them any reason to believe that he had any desire to be at friend-
ship with the English, they desired Mr. Boucard to tell him that they
could not do as he wanted them without. orders from us; that, if they
could not comply with the Sidi’s demand, Mr. Boucard was directed by
him to desire them to write to us about it. That:Monsr., Boucard had
promised the Sidi that he would write to the Hon’ble the President on
lt)h? same-head. That the Sidi did not insist on the key of the gate as

efore. : C . coo '

Bombay, 13th Awugust, 1751 (1751, P. D. 24B).
At a Cowusultation. I o :
Taking the Surat advices into consideration, Sidi Masud’s proposals
to'the Gentlémen there for dismantling their batteries and discharging
their Surat mercenaries, that he might visit them in ordér to settle the
unhappy disturbances of the city, appéars to us so very ' extraordinary
that we cannot with honour or prudence come into it, as it will be putting
the Hon'ble Company’s property and the lives of the Gentlemen too
much in the power of a man, whose word in such case cannot be relied
on with any degree of confidence. If he'is really desirous of sceing
the Chief, he may always have a meeting with him at somé indifferent
place without going to the Factory; and of these our sentiments the Chief

" and Factors are to be advised, that they may acquaint Monsr. Boucard

1751

Damaji
a»d the
Peshwa

accordingly. : .

We are greatly surprised at their writing us that Sidi Masud has not
insisted any further on the key of the gate, whereas both he and Monsr.:
Boucard mention it as one of the former demands. S

fe e

Bombay, 22nd August, 1751 (1761, P. D. 24B) -
Letter from Surat. , SRR . , :
Came to hand advices from the’ Chief and Factors at’ Surat dated
the 30th ultimo and 10th -instant. That the agent of Damaji’s officer
Khanderao, who was in friendship with the Sidi, said that Damaji' had
settled with Nana! and would be that way:shortly; but they -doubted
the truth of it, as they judged the Sidi’s taking so very s’udden a: resolu-
tion of visiting the Chief proceeded from his fear of Nana’s forces -comung
that way soon, and that, therefore, he  was willing to- accommodate
matters in town before they could arrive, to be the better able to oppose

them. ‘ o |
that the Peshwa and Damaji had come to terms were pre~
ri:ta'clur’g.hegl?fl'l.’u(g.1 %Ifréa.rdaesai kindly supplied the following chronological data, based

] May, 1751, Damaji was removed to Boona where
on Maratha sources. On the 11th May. o e 1J4th e ey Damait

i rivate house. ) A . j

azs gaafls{%?fdn?gon;nf’o%ng to Logarh. In 1752 Dm\r}njl (}:)on]xpl_xgd 1:\'1:11 the gI:rceS;;:::ni
ivision is dated the 30th March, 1752; but an -a 1t

G, T ote for lmwould scem that on the 25th February, 1752, Damajt

i fore for it Fe] 1 : i
:ﬁ ;rxﬁﬁiioaégimi; so that he was set free a few days prior to the 25th February

1752.

The release of Damaj ) ‘ extr
Fcbruajév, 1752, and published in- this .compilation, .

i is mentioned in an extract of the Sura

t Diary, dated 21st
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Bombay, 30th Augnst, 1751 (1751, P. D. 24B)

Leiter from Strat, dated 3rd Augnst, 1751 . -

.. ...That yesterday morning Sidi .Masud came to the Factory. ~1:.1t
the visit passed in nothing but gentlemanly compliments of friendship
between them ; and contrary to their expectations | e made no men-
tion of peace with the Achind or of the gnvpmmcnt of the town.

Bombay, Gth Scptember, 1751 (1751, P. D. 21B)
At a-Consultation. '

The President then proposes to the Board sending up some of the
members to Surat to act in concert with Mr. Lambe in settling the pre-
sent disturbance of the city ; which is not assented to, as it 1s judged
it will lessen the Chicf’s power and authority among the Country Pcople
in future. S

. Upon. maturely weighing and considering the present unhappy si-
tuation of affairs at Surat and the little probability there is ol their
being terminated, which occasions a general decay of trade and must
in consequence greatly affect the Hon'ble Company’s sales; and as Sidi
Masud’s preiensions to the government are founded on no other authority
than his ambition ; and considering the great indignity put on us by the
attack which, the Gentlemen say, he made on the Factory without any
just of real ‘provocation; we may, therefore, reasonably conclude that,
should he ever get into the quict possession of the government of Surat,
we'shall not be ablé to carry on our Hon’ble Masters’ business in a free
and reputable manner, besides the loss wliich must follow of the large
sum incurred on this unhappy occasion, the only expedient for recover-
ing of which, we are sensible, is our taking possession of the Castle, in
order to effect which, it is agreed to send what force we can sparc withi
proper oﬁicex\*s, ammunition, etc.

""" In’conseqiience of the late cessation we hope Miah Achind is still
in’ possession of the Castle and will not make any scruple of receiving
the Hon'ble Company’s forces ; but, should he refuse, or Sidi Masud
lizve taken it,"the Chief and Factors must compel him to deliver it up;
thie "manrier of carrying which into execution we must leave to their
prudence and discretion, as they are on the spot and of course the best’
judges how to act as-cifcumstances may require. We do not propose
herefrom to deprive "Achind of the Castle;.our intention is that he “still
continue Govérnor; but, as Mir Ali Khan is very strenuously recommend-
ed hither from Court, the Gentlemen are, therefore, if he is willing and’
capable of rendering them assistance and giving security for the cxpense
incurred, to fix him in the Darbar; but if he declines.it, they are then to
join with Neck Alam Khan, the Governor of Broach, he having wrote to
the President -of his design to march with a body of men to Surat agree-
able to the orders he has received from.Court for taking the city, and has
likewise l?r?m;sed to defray all our expenses in case of joining him =~
If, Sidi Masud will be satisfied td.remain quiet in the situation he
was.in; before. the troubles began, we have no' reason to dispute it; but
the Gentlemen are no account to give him.any assurance of protection
from us on any occasion hereafter, as.it-is not improbable but he may
make same Such. proposals in. regard:to the Marathas or the Governor of
the town, who may have reason to be.jealous of his power and.ambition.
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Upon the whole the Gentlemen a i

. e the are not to deliver up t

:\f\ gglclcq: pots}scxaed (t)f it, dtlll the Hon’ble Company are reimbtlx)tse}:ieﬂ(l:atslﬁz?;
penses, the grants and privileges confirm, ‘ ity
settled i perfect tranquillity. Feto them, and thealty of Surat

Bombav, 18 Septemd 7 75
sombay, weplember, 1751 (1751, P. D., 24B
Extract from Diary, ( )

\ Sailed the Prince George, Shaftsbury, Eastcourt and Bombay Grab
fox Snm‘t, the weather having been very foul for these three days past
preventing their going sooner. ,

Bomébay, 20tk September, 1751 (1751, P. D. 24B)
Surat to Bombay, dated the 10th.

The Sidi sent a messenger to the Chief to acquaint him that the
cessation was to expive that day, and no progress had been made towards
a peace, and was determined to attack the Castle.

That two days past Achind sent word to the Chief that he could not
hold out for want of provisions and in case he should again be pressed;
and that, thercfore, on his being again attacked he must be obliged first
to request of them to take possession of the Castle ; which if they refused,
he would, rather than deliver it up to the Sidi, give it up to some others,
by which they have reason to believe he means the Dutch, as their people
had frequently been with him of late.

Bombav, 20tk Septembder, 1751 (1751, P. D, 24B)
Lelter from Sural, dated 13th Scplember,

That their endeavours have not been wanting towards bringing about
a peace between the two contending parties in town, but had hitherto
met with no other success than procuring a cessation of arms for 20
days; which baing expired, it was hourly expected hostilities would com-
mence again; by Achind’s situation, of which we had been from time
to time duly informed, it was easy to judge what must be the conse-
quence,

That the Governor of Broach wrote the Chief that he had intercept-
ed two letters from Safdar Khan, dated at Cutch, one to Muncher and the
other to the Dutch Chief. wherein he savs that he was to embark on
board a Dutch Grab that day for that place,

Bemdav, 80 September, 1951 (1731, P, D, 24B)

At a Consuliation, .

The President acquaints the Board that since our last mecting
he has recelved intelligence of Safdar Khan's being to embark for Surat
on a Dutch vessel cominy from Sind: that he had, therefore, wrote to

Commadore Jodrel; and in case of his meeting the sid vessel, on no

account to insult the Dutch colours, but to lodge boats in such 2 manner
he has also wrote

as might secure him when going into the viver.  That b _
to Mt Lambe to use all the means in his power to seize and send him
hither on the Bombay Grab: which is approvad, and a letter ordered to

be wrote the Chicf and Factors accondingly.
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Bombay, 1st October, 1751 (1751, P. D. 24B)
Letter from Surat. : .

That Safdar Khan arrived there that day on a Dutch Grab from Sind Sefdar af
and landed at the Dutch gardens at Athwa, whence he immediately Surat
proceeded for Salabatpura gardens, where, it was said, he intended to
reside for the present.

Bombay, 6th October, 1751 (1761, S. F. 24B) 1751
Letter from Surat. ‘

That as soon as they had received advices of the reinforcements Castle
coming up, they provided everything in the best manner they could for occupied
their reception; but the Sidi prevented their getting boats enough for
bringing them up, which occasioned the officers in a consultation on board
{o send up the Bombay Grab with them; the delay occasioned by their
being sent up in so large a vessel gave the Sidi time to raise a battery
at Umra and send forces down there, and obliged them to negotiate a
disadvantageous treaty, which was almost concluded when the Sidi’s
people went and attacked ours a little below Umra where they landed
to dress their victuals. This attack obliged them to advance against
the Umra battery, which they took; that all their men were landed at
the Castle, which reinforcement, they hoped, would be sufficient to cope
with the Sidi. That they were constantly in expectation of coming to
an engagement and had used their utmost endeavours to bring the Sidi
to reason, but in vain. That they should not land any money or mer-
chandize, till the town was settled in tranquillity.

Bombay, 16th October, 1751 (1751, P. D. 24B)
Letter from Surat, dated 15th October, 1751.
They had concluded a treaty between Safdar Khan and Sidi Masud, cCastie

wherein they agreed to evacuate the Castle and withdraw all their forces evacrated
immediately.

1751

Bombay, 18th October, 1751 (1751, P. D. 24B) 1751
At a Consultation.

The President then lays before the Board a copy of the treaty which Tyeaty ve-
the Chief and Factors have entered into with Safdar Khan and Sidi pudiated
Masud, which he has received from a private hand. The articles where-
of are unanimously disapproved by the Board, more especially that for
their evacuating Surat Castle, as keeping possession thereof was the
chief security for recovering the expense incurred on this occasion, and
our orders to the Chief and Factors being peremptory not to deliver it
up.

Agreed that the President write to Safdar Khan and Sidi Masud,
letting them know that, notwithstanding the Chief and Factors have
entered into a treaty with them, yet we shall never submit to any such
ignominious and dishonourable terms, as we always have it in our power
to take ample satisfaction from the Government of Surat.

That the President also write to Miah Achind, acquainting him that
it was never our intentions to desert him, as we found the Chief and
Factors had done by the treaty they have entered into with Safdar Khan
and Sidi Masud, but that we shall still continue to befriend him.
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Bombay, 18th October, 1751 (37561, P..D, 24B) i - .- .

Bombay to Surat. ’ C s
- We acquaint them that we had ordered Captain. Lane, if he had nof
mthgirawn himself and.his -forces from the Cgstle‘, to ,c'on‘cinué‘z,u’zh':x?et;
;but: if he had, .(and] Achind [was] still in possession thereof, to return
to it again with all the force he could collect; but, if the Sidi-had taken
It, to remain on board the vessels till further orders.

. vy .ty

Bombay, 22nd October, 1751 (1751, P. D. 24B)

Letter from William Lanel - T e ey
The former acknowledges receipt of ours-as$ also from the . Presi-
'de_nt’s, directing him not to evacudte the Castle. That he had acquainted
His Honour under the 14th instant of the peace that ‘was concluded;
but that the conditions, he was afraid, were not so advantageous t6 ‘the
Company as might be wished: That the same day he recéived orders
to embark all his men and ammunition in the Castle with all* expedition,
and that the Dutch would assist him’with laséars-and boats to carfy
the same on board the Grab, ete., which he had execufed: beforé the Presi-
dent’s or our orders came to hand; but on receipt thereof, dispatchéd a
letter to Mr. Lambe and Council and acquainted them of the orders- he
had received not to quit the Castle. They replied with an order, a second
after it, to get embarked as soon as possible ; that the Company's’ aflairs
and efiects depended upon him going as ‘well as their -lives,” That he
had embarked his people on board the vessels lying at Athwa, waiting
for the springs to get to the Bar. Thdt the Sidi had 17'thousand ‘'men
and was building batteries down the river to stop all vessels, That the
Grab had received some damage-as well as "the rest of "the ‘vessels.
What further orders he should received at the Bar, wherehe was™ ordc.re‘d
to wait, he could not tell. That he was just ordered to send Ensign

.Pillans to the Factory with a detachment of 40 men; that tlié rest of the

people were embarked from the Factory and would proceed for”the ‘Bar
the first springs. That last night he had received the President’s letter
and one to the Nawab, which he delivered at the Castle. That he was
informed Mr. Lambe had given the Sidi a note of hand for twvo lakhs of

Rupees.

Bombay, 82ud October, 1751 (1751, P. D. 24B)

Letler from William Dick®. . .
Captain Dick in his letter of the 19th advises the receipt of ours of

the 13th, and that peace was concluded the '15th,' and our vfor'ce_s order-
ed to be iwithdrawn from the Castle. - He did not doubt but the Chicf
and Factors had acquainted us with all their proceedings, as then all was
private with them, having no communication with the Factory but by

i ; sver Mr. Lamibe wrote that the

means of our friends, the Dutch. However Mr. Lanibe wrote th .
1d that day or the hest be opened and a frec communication
s e i y That the 17th he reccived,Captain Lane

ith the Factory [ established ]. cived, Captai !
::f;ﬂ; his peoplg <[3tc. on board the vessels, when he ‘receive 4ordrgzrs to

proceed to the Bar.

1 William Lane, Captain, with the troops at Surat,
2 William Dick,.Captain, with the troops al Surat,
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Bombay, 23rd October, 1751 (1751, P. D. 24B)
At a Consultation. S

Captain William Lane, having evacuated Surat Castle, contrary to the
positive orders sent him by the President, which he has acknowledged the
receipt of, is therefore to be ordered down hither; and Captain Thomas
Andrews sent up in his stead.

Bombay, 29th October, 1751 (1751, P. D. 24B)
Letter from Philip Jodrel! _ ]

. That! as-Captain Lane and the rest of the military officers judged
that they had not force sufficient for to throw themselves into the Castle,
it would be most prudent not to break the treaty now subsisting, until

1751

Lane
recalled

1751

Diploma-
tic advice

such time as Captain Lane had received a proper reinforcement from -

Bombay, so that he might with safety get the military and stores under his
command into the Castle: and that, as soon as he had got possession of it,
then immediately to stop the river.

.- That Miah Achind was still in possession of the Castle, but [47]
was reported it would soon be delivered up through the treachery of his
officers. He further advises that the Sidi continued to fortify the banks
of the river and our gardens, and that the Dutch had 15 guns mounted
at their bunder, so that they were still suspicious of their returning.

Bombay, 30ith October, 1761 (1751, P. D. 24B)
Imported the Hector from Surat with a letter from the Chief and
Factors there of the 25th, advising of having entered into a treaty with

Safdar Khan and the Sidi through the mediation of the French, the Dutch
and two Padres.

Bombay, 10th November, 1751 (1749-64, P. D. Let. to Court of Dir. 2)
Bombay to the Court of Directors.

"In our address of the 24th Awugust enclosed, Your Honours will
observe that your servants at Surat were apprehensive of Sidi Masud’s
attacking the Factory; and they frequently repeating these advices
to us, and there being no prospect of the troubles being decided without
our interposing, we came to a resolution of sending up a considerable
remnforcement with orders to your servants to take possession of the
Castle, (as we know that was the chief security for recovering to Your
Honours'the heavy expense incurred on this occasion) and not to deliver
it up, until the charges were fully reimbursed, Your Honours’ grants
and privileges confirmed, and the city of Surat settled in perfect tran-
quillity. Miah Achind, the Governor of the Castle, received our forces

with opén arms; but your servants keeping most of the i
: > ts ke eople in the
Factory, and 400 Surat mercenaries in Your Honours’ pgy prevo]tinflz

gave the Sidi an opportunity of surrounding the Factory in such a manncr

as obliged your servants to come to a treat i i

; y, the articles of which 5
scapdaloug more especially that for evacuating the, Castle 1Cthzztltr e“srg
entirely disapproved and annulled the same, and directed you,r servants

clagarde and Scott are got safe
attempting to escape were seizeS
¢ Dutch House, and Mr. Lz=-*

1 Philip Jodrel, Commodore of the English ships,

Achind’s
distress

1751
Treaty
with Saf-
dar and
Sidi

1751

Summary
of evenis
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remaimns now in our Factory. Nevertheless, as Na

has sent an officer to treat with the President aélfﬁttlzﬁy %rl;ﬁlta g((e)r\lfzral,
ment, and has promised to drive Sidi Masud out of the place and ng;;t rt?f:
any person in possession thereof but what may be agreeable to us Iive
hope we be able to conclude everything in an honourable and advan-
tageous manner, more especially to secure the tankha. which will enable
us to maintain a stout fleet without any additional’e}épense to Your
Honours. Besides which, the Red Sea, with very rich cargos ~ belongin
to the Suratter, which we shall not permit to depart the port untfgl
matters are adjusted. A particular detail of the whole will be trans-
miitted [fo] Your Honours by the Shaftsbury.

Bombay, 11th November, 1751 (1751, P. D. 24By
Treaty with the Peshwa. :

_ Ramaji Pant being come over to Karanja and having intimated his
desire to the President that some person might be sent to him to confer
on the subject of the Surat affairs and other matters, he accordingly
c'hspatphed Mr. William Andrew Price with the directions to treat on the
following articles as agreed to by Gangadharpant.

Ist Art. To assist in driving out of Surat Sidi Masud, his son and Safdar
Khan; or if taken prisoners, to be delivered to us.
2nd Art. The Fjcanllidllla now enjoyed by the Sidi to be preserved to the
nglish. ‘
3rd Art. Miah Achind to remain killadar of the Castle.
4th Art. All our charges and expenses incurred to be made good to us by
the Surat Government. .
5th Art. The Dutch wall to be demolished by the Marathas.
8th Art. To have a settlement at Jambusar with the same privileges as
at Cambay. '
7th Art. We to build our factory at our garden in such manner as we
: judge proper for our trade.
8th Art, The Castle to be kept by us till everything is settled, and all
the Hon'ble Company’s privileges to be preserved in full
force. '
9th Art. That Nana shall enjoy one quarter of the revenue of Surat as
offered by Achind. ,
10th Art. If any disputes happen between Nana's people and the Moors
Governor, the English to be umpires.

Bourchier, Governor of Bombay, in behalf of

and by Gangadhar Viswanath, his agent.

all enjoy one quarter part of the
revenues of Surat city and the district thereof, for collecting
which one of his officers shall assist there, with a few people,
and a house to be allowed him to dwell in. .

ond Art. If any Maratha merchant shall come to Surat with Pandit Pra-
dhan’s licence, he is not to be molested.

3rd Art. Whatever goods arc bought and sold at Surat for the use of
his sarkar and Ramajipant, no customs to be collected; and

all those merchants under his protection shall pay no more
than half customs. :

Avrticles agreed to by Richard
‘Pandit Pradhan (the Nana)
1st Art. The said Pandit Pradhan sh
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4th Art. Should it upon any urgent occasion be necessary to call any of
the said Pandit Pradhan’s armics for their assistance, their pay
and other charges to be paid out of the whole amount and
of the revenues.

5th Art. When the Surat Government is settled, the English shall join
their forces with those of Pandit Pradhan and assist in re-
ducing Jafarabad, where the English shall have a factory, when
the Marathas are possessed of it.

Trealy between Mr. Lambe and Council and Safdar Khan and Sidi Masud.

I1st. As soon as the peace is concluded, the English are to take all the
soldiers from the Castle, that are in their service, as well Europeans
as Indians, and send them on board the ships at the Bar, at the
same time all the batteries belonging to Masud Khan are to be
dismantled.

2nd. The soldiers in the treaty of whatever denomination are to be sent
away, reserving only the same number as usual in times of tran-
quillity.

3rd. That all ships and goods now at Bombay are to have leave to go to
their respective ports of Mocha, Jiddah, Bengal, or anywhere else
that they may be bound to.

4th. After the peace is concluded, there is to be no more fighting either
in the city or at the Bar.

5th. The Company are to pay yearly the same sum as agreeable to their
firmans with the charges thereon.

6th. The English are not to protect or take into their factory any goods,
but what belong immediately to them.
‘We, the underwritten Chief and Council for the Company of
England at Surat, declare that we approve of the articles of this
present treaty of peace from our full and entire will, and promise
to conform to them, and execute them according to their tenor.

: Signed by Mr. Lambe and Council
Witnessed by the Dutch Secretary.

Bombay, 26th November, 1751 (1751, P. D. 24B)
At a Consultation.

Treaty
with Saf-
dar and
Sidi

1751

Having come to an agreement with Ramajipant in behalf of Nana Looking
for his joining us with a body of men in attacking Surat, but Nana being for help

at present obliged to draw the greatest part of his forces to his frontiers
to defend them from the Moguls, we cannot at this juncture expect his

assistance; it is, therefore, agreed that the President write to Neck Alam
Khan to know what forces he can send to Surat, etc.

Articles of agreement sctiled between the Hon'ble Company and Neck Alam Treat
Khan by Coja’V ertanus Nicolas, his vakil, and to be signed by him. wt?;?y
1st. The Hon'ble Company to assist in conjunction with your forces in Broach

driving out of Surat Sidi Masud, Safdar Khan and their sons; and
either of them taken prisoners, to be delivered to the [Government
of ] Bombay. _

2nd. [The tankha] now received by the Sidi to be preserved to the

Hon’ble Company, [who] are to protect the port of Surat by the
sea side.
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3rd. Miah Achind [fo remain] kill
adar of the Cast} i
s A 111\1 i;:lk Aillam [to begi the Governor of the t(a)t\cvtn? o Surat,and the sad
. ¢ charges and [expenses the] Hon’ble Com
and shall be hc;reafter on account these troublgs%nzlé]aisnb;sgdig

Neck Alam Khan.,

Sth. The Dutch are not to be permitted to build any wharf, and must
now be demohshe‘d.by you what work they have raised, and grant

. them no other privileges but what they have,

6th. The Hon’ble Company shall build a factory at their garden in such
manner as they shall judge proper for their trade.

7th. 'Ihet 1E(Ilac?tle to be kept by the Hon’ble Company, till everything is
settled. _ ' ~

8th. All the Hon’ble Company’s privileges to be preserved in full force.
BOMBAY, 16th November, 1751.

: Bombay, 6th December, 1751 (1751, P. D. 24B)

At a Consultation.

The situation of affairs at Surat drawing to a crisis, the President
deems it necessary that a Committee be appointed to proceed to Surat
Bar with full powers from the Board for accommodating all the unhappy
disturbances of the city in the manner most advantageous to the Hon’ble
Company. The Board desire until Tuesday next to consider of it.

Bombay, 10th December, 1751 (1751, P. D. 24B)
At a Consultation. .

The President then repeats to the Board the motion he made last
Council day for a Committee’s proceeding to Surat Bar, which they unani-
mously approved. . .

Ay dgt%chment of 100 military, thirty-three people of the train,

' it it1 ths’
and 300 good sepoys with proper supply of ammunition and three mon
;?ovisiongs to gopuslg with the Committee, likewise a considerable supply

of woods agreeable to Captain Best’s request.

Bombay, 16tk December, 1751 (1749-54, P. D. Lel. to Court of Dir. 2)

he Couré of Directors. '

Bom%aﬁze toSlir;t aﬁ'airsfwould require much to bf; said about thenf), iha'(li
t filled our diary and consultations ever since the month of Apn

"B ry to inform Your Honours

they ]
i ly necessa

last. But thus much it is absolutely nt the troubles your servants
that we have done all1n cus powerhi(’zh%rre‘ﬁr. Lambe observed so exact

\ been involved in. W b :
gﬁﬁt&iﬁfy as we directed, we cannot say; blll{t ltSiISi %%Zt;llg ﬁi‘l‘:égews‘i
not that care taken as was necessary to make omplaine ]d
d . : d provisions, which
Miah Achind with stores and p B per

Lambe denies; and perhaps he did not; but he q:dlnot tg?'z}\tehg dll?(el -
M, o avince Sidi Masud of it, who was always Jealons o of wsing
car coming up.

hen our forces were A ageous
A false step was taken when lude an honourable and advantag
. : i’ {o conclude an i C o had, they
his [their] best endeavours chude o e they might have had,
peace, which we}?;vgfgxglt] riiif)othe Factory, where they were €oope

got a large num
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up and soon grew sickly; and both provisions and ammunition grew
scarce; which first obliged them to weaken the forces we had in the
Castle, who were forced to convey a quantity of ammumition to them
and could not return, and then to make a scandalous peace by which
they fung away all Your Honowrs” money that had been speat in these
troubles and gave up the Castle, which was owr only security for recover-
ing it. Indeed we have suspended Captain Lane for evacuating the
Castle. as he had the President’s positive orders not to leave it on any
account; and though we were oblized to suspend him for example’s sake,
till Your Honours' pleasure is known, thus much we must say in that
Gentleman’s behalf that we really believe his sole inducement was the
safety of the Gentlemen in the Factory, who wrote him that they would
indemnify him, and that his non-compliance would be the Joss of their
lives. This [Lane's) was as fatal an error as Mr. Lambe's trusting his sole
retreat to the charge of the Surat mercenaries, being a body of men whom
we had always been jealons of, and had not only disapproved of his en-
tertaining of them, but had cautioned him not to put any confidence in
them.

Bombay, 16th December, 1751 (1749-34, P. D, Lel. to the Court of Dir, 2) 1751
Bombay to the Court of Directors.

It is more than probable that the Mamthas will, as soon as affairs Maratha
in these parts are settled, insist on a quarter part of the revenues of dlaims
Surat, as has been tendered them lately by Miah Achind; neither are the
Moors in a capacity to dispute it, their power and authority daily declin-
ing in India; but we do not conceive that the Marathas would keep the
government in their own hands, as they are a people of no mercantile
turn and very sensibly experience the advantages accruing to them {rom
its being in the Moors’ possession,

Surat, December, 1751 (1751-52, S. F. 9) 1751
Attack on the Castlc,

_ 15-12-1751: ‘This day the Government and Sidi’s people began to DProgress
raise two more batteries against the Castle, from whence they fired of the fipht
briskly on their works and, it is said, killed upwards of forty men belong-
ing to the Sidi; but their batteries are now advanced so necar that they
can casily discourse from them with the people in the Castle.

20-12-1751: This day a hot fire between the Castle and batferies
by which the Government and Sidi lost several men, but {they) are come

very near the Castle and damage it considerably with the cannon from
their batteries.

" 22-12-1851 :  Hot firing between the Castle and batteries raised a gainst

28-12-1751 :  Hot firing between the Castle and batterics, as yesterday:.
24-12-1751 : The firing ceased between the Castle and batteries,

and people from Safdar Kkan and the Sidj w -
ported, to treat with Miah Achind, o o L Custle, as is e

26-12-1751:  Sidi Sauban went to the Castle; no firing this day.
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Surat, 30th December, 1751 (1751-52, S, F. 9)
4 CIonference. : ’

n the morming Sidi Kuroola Omrapa and Meaboy went t¢ idi
and had a long conference with him, 8n their depazyture }tletopilsienstgg
them with ghawls, and sent presents of provisions, bread and fruit with
them for Miah Achind, all which they refused. They then went to Ali
Nawaz'Khan and Safdar Khan, and at night returned again to the House
of §ha1kh Muhammad Fazil, being, as it is said, to meet again at the
Sidi’s to-morrow morning; the purport of this day’s conference is not
well known, but it is generally reported that it was on the subject of
delivering up the Castle, which, it is thought, cannot hold out above
three or four days.

Swurat, 31st December, 1751 (I751-52, S. F. 9)
A conference.

A conference held at the Sidi’s house as yesterday, but Miah Achind’s
officers, hearing of the arrival of the Bombay Grab, raised their demands
so much that it is said that they broke up without coming to any manner

of agreement.

Surat, Ist January, 1752 (1751-52, S. F. 9)
Surrender of the Castle.

In the morning the Factory was surrounded by a great number of the
Sidi’s and Government’s people, who with great difficulty, at the desire
of the French and Dutch Chiefs, permitted wood, water and provisions
to pass to the Factory, demanding to know the reason of our vessels’
arrival with reinforcements; to which, no advices being arrived, no answer
could be given. At eleven, two of the Dutch Council came to the Factory
with the compliments of the day as usual. At noon came advice that
Miah Achind had delivered up the Castle to the Sidi, and that Sidi Sau-
ban had entered it with three hundred men, on which [we] wrote a letter
to Captain Best to advise him thereof, as follows :

James Henry Lambe to Thomas Best. o . .
This serves to advise you that the Castle is this morning delivercd

up to the Sidi; and on account of the arrival of our geet the Factory is
sarrounded on all sides by the Government’s and Sidi's people, and noiu.:
suffered to pass in, or out of, our Ifactory, qn.tﬂ the design of these vesscls
coming be known. I am obliged for provisions and their passing t(f)}’ you
to the mediation of the Iate treaty. Gods end a happy end to these a mrst,
but at present, there is a very unpleasant prospect which gives me grea

concert.

Surat, 8h September, 1787 (1787, S. & P. D. 36)
John Grifiith to Rawson Hart Boddan. .
Origin of Surat chauth levied by Marathas. Achind made Nawab, who

Safdar Khan was deposed, and Mizh afdar Khan was restored,

i i i1 1751, when S re
aid the chauth o Dadm g:eugliguth to the Gaikwad. One Madhavrao

appointed by Damaji Gaikwad.?

cst, Captain with the troops.

?vho also regularly pai

was the first chauthia

1 James Henry Lambe, Chief at Surat; Thomas B t
2 .:For the other parts of this account sc¢ Index, Griffith,
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Bombay, 20th February, 1752 (1751-54, P. D. Lel. to Conrl of Dir. 2) 1752
Surat Commitlee. . .

Finding that all other efforts had proved inefiectual to bring those Sumary
affairs to any conclusion, Your Honours will please to observe that on of events
{he 13th December the Board came toa resolution that a Committee of the
Board should go up to the Bar, where they were to atfempt throwing a
detachment into the Castle, and then to try what might be donc by the
assistance of the Governor of Broach.

Before the Committee reached the Bar, the Castle was fallen into
Sidi Masud’s hands, and the Governor of Broach could not raise forces
sufficient to attack the town and Castle; which reduced our Gentlemen
to the necessity of endeavouring to bring the enemy to treat of peace;
and how they are like to succeed, we arc not ab]g to give Your IHonours
any account at present, it being a considerable time since we have had
any advices from then.

Bombay, 30th March, 1752 (1751-54 P. D. Lel. to Court of Dir. 2) 1752
The Committee having setiled all affairs at Surat with honour and s e

credit, the Sidi agreeing to pay two hundred thousand Rupees for all
expenses and damages. ..

Ship Prince Heary, Surat Bar, January 1752 (1751-52, S. . 9) 1752
Letter from William Shaw at Cambay.

Annandrao (Damaji’s brother) is now near Jambusar with a consi- Damaji's
derable body of Ganims, with which he infests the whole country, rob-~ brother
bing and plundering wherever anything is to be got, and has burned

Amod, a town near Jambusar, and made all the considerable inhabitants
prisoners.

Ship Heclor, Surat Bar, 21st February, 1752 (1751-52, S. F. 9) 1752
There is a report in town that the Marathas are marching an army Surat
towards Surat and have taken possession of a castle formerly belonging threatened
to Damaji. This and some other villages were agreed to be given to the
former for the release of the latter [Damaji]l! The Surat people are in
great apprehensions from the Marathas’ and the Ganims’ approach, which
we apprehend has been a great inducement to the Sidi’s coming to treat

with us, having for some time past been very cool.

Triumph Prahm?, Surat, 25th February, 1752 (1751-62, S.F. 9) 1752
Raghunathrao’s letter.

1 participate with you in the news airived here yesterday that a Tie
post with a Jetter came to Muhammad Wigar Khan, son to Safdar Khan, Peshwa
from Raghunathrao, general of twenty thousand disciplined horse of Slaims
Nana’s, which he found near Navapur and Songarh. In this letter he Surat
[Raglhunathrao] gives advices that all the countries in Gujarat, which
were Damaji’s, are now the Nana’s, and desires he will send his vakil
or attorney to meet him (Raghunathrao); which letter was answered
vesterday after a consultation between Muhammad Wiqar Khan, Safdar

1 Sce letter of the 22nd August 1751 and the note appended to it.
2 Prahm or praam a flat-bottomed boat.




1752
Surat in
danger

1752

Suvat in
danger

1752

Achind's
request

1752

Sidi’s
vefusal

102 THE GAIKWADS OF BARODA

Khan, Sidi Masud, Ali Nawaz Khan and some mer

, ) s chants. Th ‘er-
ed that, when he came near Surat, they would send a persogyt%nig:;t
him. At the same time the batteries and other places were ordered to
be guarded and defended by the merchants and heads of the city.

The approach of the Nana’s (or Marathas’) arm rovided i -
ed when first we arrived here, “(rould have bt)aen ofy gr)eat ngvﬁéliglf:
but in our present situation, when an advantageous peace can be obtain-
ed for the Hon’ble Company, and our forces so much wanted at Bombay
the lateness of the season also considered, we cannot think it prudent'
m us or for the Company’s interest to wait for them and carry on a war.

Swurat, 16ih March, 1752 (1751-62, S. F. 9)
Came news that twenty five thousand men belonging to Bajirao were

come to Pulparah.

Surat, 82nd March, 1752 (1751-52, S. F. 9)

The Ganims are about the town-walls and have wrote to Sidi Masud
to send a person to freat with them, otherwise, they would begin to build
batteries near the wall. Ordered the Defence and Dispatch to Gandevi
to bring out the timber boats, and wait till joined by the Grab and other

vessels for Bombay.

Bombay, 28th November, 1752 (1751-64, P. D. Let. to Court of Dir. 2)
Bombay to the Court of Directors.

Miah Achind, the late Governor of Surat, and Sidi Masud, both
requesting that the former might be permitted to come and reside on
this island, who likewise earnestly entreating the President to admit his
request on account the apprehensions he was under of ill treatment from
Safdar Khan and the Sidi, who are both jealous of his power and interest
in Surat, and as he upon all occasions showed the greatest readiness in
the course of Your Honours’ business, and we, having supported him
in the late troubles, we could not in point of humanity evade gratifying
him in his desire, and indeed we had a political view herein; for, should
Your Honours’ affairs in Surat meet with any obstruction from the
Govermnment, which we do not not apprehend from the present disposition
of Sidi Masud, who bas all the executive power, we judge we could make use
of Miah Achind in such a manner as entirely to prevent any encroachment

on Your Honour’s firman and privileges.

Bombay, 31st December, 1752 (1751-54, P. D. Let. to Conrt of Dir. 2)

t of Direclors. o
Bw}t?\?ﬁlfajéﬁin%?”:;h:flate Governor of Surat, and Sidi Masud, both

i j i the island, we con-
sting that the former might come and reside on the ) !
;ggggdtthgreto as in case of any commotions in Surat we judged we c&guld
malke use of him in such manner as to prevecrllt 1any c]e?cro(z;?l;m_ertaii ?irc]m '?nu dr
s o 0 ‘
’ firman and privileges. But the Sidi has altered Jus int '
gg’zi}ur?sent undeterrmp’ned in regard to Achind, who, it scems, made his

request at the Sidi’s desire.

il, 1755,
1 As regards Miah Achind’s subsequent movements, sec 30th April, 175
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Bombay, 30th April, 1753 (1751-5, P. D. Lel. to Court of Dir. 2) 1752
Bombay to the Court of Dircclors. . . o

M'i}ah Achind, the late Governor, and his fam}ly an_wcd here ‘Ehe gg?’;g: in
14th ultimo, Sidi Masud having resumed his first intention of sending y
him hither.

Surat, 29th March, 1752, (1751-52, S. F. 9) 1752
Letlers to Maratha officers.

The Marathas continuing {o infest and stop the roads round the Invest-
town, which deters the merchants from cntering into any considerable :}'?”" i
contract for cotton, as it is lable to be seized by the way from Broach, “*
we this day wrote letters to Damaji, Shankarjipant and Raghunathrao,
the three principal officers, requesting they would permit our goods to

pass without molestation, agreeable to the friendship subsisting between
us.

Surat, Ist April, 1762 (1751-52, S. I. 9) 1752
Letter from Maratha officers.

Received letters from the Maratha officers in answer to ours of the
29th ultimo enclosing a parwanah signed by Shankarjipant and Raghu-

nathrao for the letting pass all the goods belonging to the English, un-
molsted.

Parwanah

Surat, 28th May, 1752 (1761-52, S. F. 9) 1752
Damaji's agent.

Madhavrao, the Ganim officer, who resided here in Surat before the
troubles (but fled when they broke out), appointed by Damaji for receiv-
ing that part of the customs this Government annually pays the Ganims,
this [day] he returned into town with the same authority from Damaji
(who has compromised matters with the Marathas by allowing Nana half
his yearly revenues), and was presented by the Sidi and Safdar Khan with

seerpaos and turbans, a mark of great respect amongst these Country
People.

Damaji's
agent

Surat, Sth September, 1787 (1787, S. P. D. 36) 1752
John Griffith to Rawson Hart Boddam.
Origin of Surat chauth levied by Marathas.

Soon after Safdar Khan was restored, Damaji Gaikwad was sum- Surat
moned by Nana to Poona to settle some accounts with the sarkar, when 1';;:‘7111(5
the Peshwa obliged him to agree to exchange certain parganas he possess-
ed near Surat for some of inferior value held by the Poona sarkar, and
Raghunathrao was sent from Poona to carry into effect this agreer’nent
At this time Raghunathrao represented to the Nawab Safdar Khan the
impropriety of Damaiji Gaikwad, who was a dependant on the Poona

Government, his receiving a chauth of the Surat n .
Peshwa had no share, and insisted on the Na s, Whilst the

. . wab’s granting hi
‘ﬁlsoc;l ;_o W?lch the Naﬁ"&l?d ObJelcted and remonstgtefl sfro;g}ya ggmtfé
ardship of paying a chauth to hoth the P : .
was at last settled between Rag eshwa and Gaikwad, when it

C hunathrao, Damaji o
Safdar Khan, that instead of a quarter, the Nawab sf]lloualgd ;[ah:t ia;.g?rbé
of the Surat revenues, to be divided cqually betw gra

cen the Peshwa zoé
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Gaikwad. This was settled in 1752, and one Narro Pandit was appoint-
ed chauthia, being the first on the part of the Peshwa.!

Bombay, 21st September, 1798 (1798, S. & P. D. 66)
Duncan’s Minute.

7th. In the prosecution of the contest between Wigar Khan and
Miah Achind, the former is stated to have also applied for assistance to
Damaji on a stipulation that he should enjoy half of the revenues of
Surat; but, when the business was accomplished, and his father Safdar
Khan returned from Tatta (whither he had proceeded on being in 1748
drawn out by Achind) objections were raised by the said Khan, who had
by this time resumed the administration, to the payment of so large a
proportion; and instead of half, it was settled to give Damaji only a
third of the makta and other income; and in 1752 Damaji agreed among
other concessions to cede to his superior, the Peshwa, one moiety of his
chauth or rather third share of the Surat revenues.

1 For the other parts of this account sce Index, Grifiith,



No. 8. MARATHA AGGRESSIVENESS (1753-1758)

FTER Damajt's surrender to Balaji Bajirao he returned to
Guijarat, where he identified himself with the Peshwa’s
policy of territorial aggrandisement, which centered round
Ahmadabad, Surat and Cambay. ThoughDamaji played an
important part in this depredatory warfare, he was not the
chief beneficiary thereof, hence the heading Maratha aggres-
siveness., The following subdivisions may be suggested :

(@) The capture of Ahmedabad,
() Maratha pretensions at Surat,
(¢) The struggle at Cambay.

DOCUMENTS

Surat, Tth April, 1753 (1752-53, S. F. 10) 1753
Letter from Cambay, dated 4h April, 1753.

The above is duplicate of my address under yesterday’s date by 4kmada-
the convoy; and this is purposely dispatched to advise you that Kamal- 4a¢
ud-din Khan!, the Nawab of Ahmadabad, has agreed to deliver up that c@P/red
place to the Marathas on their paying him 1,05,000 and permitting him
to leave the place with his family and effects, and the Marathas will enter
the place to-morrow [t.e. 5th April, 17563).

Surat, 12th April, 1753 (1752-53, S. F. 10) ‘ 1753
4t a Consultation.

_The Chief reads to the Board a private letter from Mr. Erskines p
advising him that the Nawab and all the principal merchants of Camba,y a1 ﬁf;fgfz;o
are preparing t0 go up with presents to the Marathas at Ahmadabad
to compliment them on their taking that place, and intimates that the

1 Kamal-ud-din, also known as Jawan Mard Khan Babi had us
governorsh'ip' of Ahmadabad in 1743; he surrendered the citv to th?ug;ritégf
under the joint command of Raghunathrao and Damaji, in 1753 (W aisor, H:'s.‘o‘;’-

of Gujarat 128, 141 ; Gaz. Bar. State, I, 458 i il
see The Imperial Gazetlcer of Indz'a,,X’XI R é3. Fora short accouatof the Babi Taanily

2 Charles Crommelin, Chief at Surat; Robert Erskine, Resident at Cambay,

R



1753

Presentsto
Marathas

1753

Unforseen
difficulty

1753

A pay-
wanal

106 THE GAIKWADS OF BARODA

same may be expected from him. We consider how I i
ments of this kind are with these Country People, fhgte;:‘,a]iin;)rg%r:g:
should we be singular on this occasion, the Marathas may be disgusteci
there at, thinking we slight them, and be a reason for them to give us
trouble in transporting down the goods of the investment manufactured
at Apmadabgd and the places adjacent. Therefore agree to order Mr
Erskine to dispatch the broker to them with a complimental Jetter and
suitable present; the Secretary is directed accordingly to prepare a letter

to him.

Surat, 12th April, 1753 (1752-53, S. F. 10)
Charles Crommielin to Robert Erskine.

The Chief having laid before us a private letter from you, wherein
you mention that the Nawab and the principal merchants of Cambay
are preparing to set out with presents to the Marathas at Ahmadabad
to compliment them on their taking that place, we think it necessary
you should send the broker with a small present to them also and a
complimental Jetter, if the Nawab, etc. proceed as intended; otherwise
the broker must not go; and in such case your sending a complimental
letter will be sufficient.

Cambay, §th May, 1753 (1762-63, S. F. 10)
Robert Erskine to Charles Crommelin,

Your commands of the 26th ultimo did not come to hand tili the
30th at night, previous to which, having before received a letter from the
Chief to the same purpose, I had that very day dispatched Edul to
Ahmadabad with sundry presents to the value of near 200 Rupees, leav-
ing it to his discretion to make use of them as he should see proper, and
strenuously recommending frugality to him; but he has since wrote me
from Dholka that the Marathas, having moved off toward Limdi, a con-
siderable way inland, were got near forty kos before him; and that, if he
was to follow them, he must be at the expense of keeping 20 or 30 peons
extraordinary, the country he was to pass being much infested with
Kolis. I therefore have wrote him to return, which, I hope, will be

approved of.

Cambay, 17th May, 1753 (1 762-53, S. F. 10)

Robert” Erskine to Charles Crommelin. . '
My last address was dated the 5th instant, since when Edul is re-

from the Maratha army having been treated by Raghunathrao
t:rlii?lecéreat complaisance, who gave him one parwanah for the gx;ca_tcr
security of the Hon'’ble Company's goods coming from Dholka Z!:I}Id I\ena,d
under any of Nana’s governors, and another forbidding Damaji’ to tgkc
or plunder any English or other merchant vessels on pain of his mk;n.g
the strictest satisfaction; which, I hope, will lay some retraint on bng
piracies for the present, and as they are not on good terms, I doubt not bu
he (Raghunathrao) will soon totally suppress them.

anah granted by Rughanathrao shows the political subjection to

1 The parw
which Damaji had been reduced.
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Surat, 21st September, 1753 (1753-66, S. F. 12)
The Nawab's statement. . .

He [Safdar Khan] then began with telling us that the Sidi had never
received a commission from Court, what he gave out some time ago mn
his son’s name having been forged by his vakil at Delhi;- that Nana had
long ago received the King’s orders to turn the Sidi out of the Castle,
which Raghunathrao acquainted him (the Nawab) with, whilst he was
besieging Ahmadabad, and invited him to join his forces with theirs ; or
if he chose to be of the Sidi’s side, that Nana would attack them both; and
that Raghunathrao, who was going to Delhi, had again wrote him to the
same purport; that in three or four days at farthest the King’s orders
would come to all the principal men residing in the city to join him in
this affair, should the Sidi make any resistance; but he thought it better
to have it done by a general association than to call in the Marathas; but,
if the former was not practicable, he must have recourse to the latter, or
he should be no better than a rebel.

Surat, 24th September, 1753 (1753-56, S. F. 12)
Nana’s request.

The Maratha agent came and delivered the Chief a letter wrote in
Persian and sealed with a large seal, said to be Nana'’s, which being read
by the Company’s munshi, it was found to import that the Sidi, having
held the Castle without any commission from Court, he was esteemed
no better than a rebel. That the king had therefore given him orders
to assist Safdar Khan in taking the Castle from the Sidi, and he desired
we would join in the execution thereof. In answer to this we verbally
told the agent that we were unacquainted with the King’s orders to Nana
for taking the Castle; neither had we received any from our superiors to
engage in such a business; and for an answer to the letter we referred him
to the Hon’ble the President at Bombay.

Surat, 25th September, 17563 (1753-56, S. F. 19)
English mediation.

The preparations for war between the two Governors [Safdar Khan
and Sidi Masud) increasing every day, and numbers of Marathas being
assembled in the several towns and villages within eight miles round
the city, we resolved to try once more if any method could be found to
put a stop to them; and therefore sent a message to the Nawab, desiring
he would permit Faris Khan! to come to the Factory; he accordingly
came, when we again represented to him the folly of the Nawab’s attempt,
and what little reason there was to think the Marathas would deliver
the Castle to him, but instead that the town would be destroyed and both
together fall into Nana’s hands, who would deprive the Nawab of his
authority and in all probability oblige him to leave the town. Faris Khan
insisted that the Marathas would obey the King’s orders, and that they
had no intention of keeping the town. However he proposed that both
parties should wait two months; and if in that time the King’s orders came
to the Sidi for delivering up the Castle, it should be obeyed; or if he

1 When Ali Nawaz Khan went over to the Sidi, Safdar Khan transferred his

favour to Faris Khan, who was persong grata to the Ensli
(Gaz. Bom. Pres. 11, 125), ? e © Einglish and the Marathas
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could get a commission for holding i ] '
- ' g it, the Nawab sh cqui
g;((il ,%g;e l\}‘}:‘ggf 021(;1 éurtlz'el;y col?cem about it. -As t%ulf%éhﬁ;g(;g:;esgg
g satisfy them by showing iti i
must be drawn up to the foregoing gupg;tvfng\a%e?rjﬁfs;?}iﬁ r(/)h;ch
Cc-

quaint the Sidi with this proposal and let the Naiab know his answer

1753 Surat, 15th October, 1753 (1753-56, S. F. 12)
s 7 7'eaffzhgez(z:whefn% Safday Jt{ka{lz and the Sidi.

1et acquaints the Gentlemen that Saf idi

have_ bounq themsglves by a treaty that no hos?ﬂi?éslsiﬁal?baéng the'SIdl

on either side untll_ three months hereafter; and that, if in thenzn:ltt'ed

?Illla}ic cﬁierssafg: ;ﬁ;%vgd frtor}lt;che I:I){ing regarding their present (;?speur;?

, e strictly obeyed; which 1S i .

officers of both parties, who 313':2 bou};d to see tltlreeztl};n:es gﬁ;esxfcﬁtﬂé?

and that all the acting men seeming very desirous that he (the Ch‘xeei’

and the head Said of the place should sign (barely as withesses) to ’ch)
treaty, he asks the Gentlemen’s sentiments in respect thereto. It bei -
considered that the Chief’s compliance with their request can be att ]rég

ed with no ill consequences, the Board assents to it. o

1753 Surat, 18th November, 1753 (1753-56, S. F. 12)
Surat threatened.
Mavathas The Marathas continue about the walls of the ci i
s ) city, whicl
tro;tofﬁfe our completing Your Honour, &ca'’s indent for beef; nor h{we we zlz g;g;t;g;?
of procuring any, until they remove out of this neighbourhood.

1753 Bombay, Ist December, 1753 (1749-54, P. D. Let. to ; 7%
Bom?ay‘ to Coirt of Dz’rectorg. Court of Dir. 2
Peare and t was expected that an open rupture would have h

trouble _Surat between Safdar Khan, \‘vhpo gové)ms the town, and gﬁﬁe?\ﬁs%
in possession of the Castle; but a truce is since concluded and, we hope
will be productive of a peace; but, as Safdar Khan promised the Marathas
a certain sum to expel the Sidi from the place, which he has not complied
. with, they have blocked up the city and prevent all kinds of provisions

and everything else from going in or out.

1753 Swurat, 10th December, 1753 (1753-56, S. I, 12)

Extract from accousnts.
November 19th : Paid the following, presented to the Marathas’ agent

Presenisto
and his followers coming to the Factory with a letter from Nana, viz.

Marathas
Scarlet cloth, 1 piece .. 12732

1 Piece of silk and shawls .. 94 i
221,32

Bombay, 28!]» January, 1754 (1749-54, P. D. Let. to Court of Dir. 2)

Bonbay lo the Court of Directors.
We acquainted Your Honours in our address by the.Dodington that
ded at Surat between Safdar Khan and Sidi Masud,

count of some promises from the former had
ve since come {0 an accommodation, the
-third of the revenucs.

1754
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Surat, 19th April, 1754 (1753-56, S. F. 12)
At a Consultation. '

We having of late met with frequent insults both {rom the Moors
and the Maratha Government of this place, the former (since the posts
of power fell into the hands of the slaves) have imprisoned on trifling
pretences several people under our protection, and the latter within
these ten days have stopped our goods coming in from the out-parts, and
seized the persors of Jafarji Mahmudboy (one of the contractors for
the last investment) and a relation of his; and as our repeated application
for redress has been without effect, Safdar Khan having entirely lost his
authority, the Sidi will give us no satisfaction, but rather seems to en-
courage the slaves in their insolence; and the Marathas plainly tell us that
these their proceedings are with intent to compel us to pay them a third
part of the peshkash, and peremptorily insist on our delivering it into
their hands or giving them a writing for the sum, before they will re-
dress us. We therefore met to take the foregoing into consideration
and agree to represent the whole fully to the Hon’ble the President
and Council; also that the Sidi has of late been very infirm; and should
he not recover, we judge his death will occasion great revolutions in the
town; and further agreed to refer to them what measures are proper
to secure the Hon’ble Company’s property and privileges against any
ill consequences that are likely to ensue from the present situation
of affairs.

Bombay, 29th April, 1754 (1754, P. D. 274)
Letter from Surat.

Received a letter per pattemar from the provisional Chief and Fac-
tors at Surat, dated the 23rd instant, acquainting us that they are oblig-
ed to complain of the ill treatment they had lately received from Nana
Pandit (the Nana’s agent), who had for some days past stopped their
goods coming in from the out-parts and seized the persons of Jafarji
Mahmudboy (one of the contractors for last year’s investment) and his
relation, as they were returning from Navsari. The reason he gave for
this proceeding was that he wanted one-third part of the peshkash,
demanding of them immediate payment thereof, or that they should
give a writing for the amount, being Rupees four thousand; that they
[the Chief and Factors] represented to him he ought to settle this point
with the Government, and that they could not pay it without an order
from the Nawab, who always received it in the month of September
and not before; that application was made to the two Governors on this
occasion, but without effect, the Nawab declaring plainly that he had
no power, and the Sidi putting them off with trifling answers, though
they were convinced he might satisfy the Marathas if he pleased, who,
although they pretended to stop all communication with the town, yet
grain and necessaries came in as usual; and it was their people’s goods
only they kept in custody.

Bombay, Ist May, 1754 (1754, P. D. 274)
Bombay to Surat.
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1754

Factors
complain

1754

Signed our letter to the provisional Chief and Factors at Surat to Bombay
go by the Bombay Grab, acknowledging the receipt of their letter of the %irections
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23rd ultimo, wherein they advised of the obstruction Nana’s a

put on their goods, his seizing the persons of Mahmudboy ]aﬂeggg;r gﬁg
his nephew, and his insisting on their paying him one-third of the pesh-
kash; in regard to all which we acquainted them that proper remonstrances
should be made to the Nana; but, as he is now at a great distance, it
would be some time before an answer could be received. However we
hopqd they would be able to adjust everything with the agent without
waiting for the Nana’s order, though positively directing them not to pay
anything on part of the peshkash, unless the Nawab consented thereto,
As to the Hon’ble Company’s effects, we left it to their discretion to secure
the best manner in their power, as the circumstances of affairs might re-
quire, which they on the spot must certainly be the judges of.

Bombay, 6th May, 1754 (1754, P. D. 274)

Letter from Suyat.
Came in a pattemar from Surat, by whom we received a letter from

the provisional Chief and Factors, dated the 27th ultimo.

That the Marathas had released Mahmudboy Jafferboy and his
relation as well as the Hon’ble Company’s goods, but beat them, and
obliged the former to give security and a writing to pay four thousand
Rupees as their third part of the peshkash, in case the Hon’ble Company
don’t, extorting from him to the amount of two thousand Rupees; for

all which they could not obtain any redress.

Surat, 28th November, 1754 (1753-56, S. F. 12)

The Maratha Governor of Cambay.
The Maratha Governor of this place (whom I have never yet paid

a visit to) arrived here a few days ago from Poona; as he often hints to
our broker that he expects I will come and see him, I cannot well defer
it longer, as these people are grown more powerful here than the Moguls;
and as I cannot avoid making him a present to the value of 50 or 60
Rupees on such an occasion, 1 choose to advise [yox] of it, and shall

defer waiting on him, till I have your answer.

Suvat, 27th December, 1754 (1753-56, 5. F. 12)
ssion at Cambay. .

Conf’zl‘his place at pr}e,sent is in great confusion, the Nawab [Momin Khan]
having this morning surprised and brought prisoners into the Darbar
the Maratha Governor?, his second and all his officers, and has pIundcrc’d
and burnt his house to the ground; which was occasioned by the Nawab’s
intercepting some letters to the Maratha from a slave that was formerly
kotwal at Ahmadabad, who has been strolling about the country somg
time with an army of 4 or 5,000 men!, these letters® having dlSCOVCt‘C:
to the Nawab some treachery these two were devising against the town

of Cambay). ) ‘
{ The m?a?chants, who left the town some months ago on some Ic?sgl'xsg
from the Governor and have hitherto been altercating with the Nawa

who was planning {o conquet Cambay

1 Baghwantrao, the Peshwa's deputy,

] ] 143).
(Watson, History of Gujaral, o ' o ot to Daghe
ding to Watson the incriminating letters were writlci,
want%aé‘:%?:rt iag him and addressed to Salim Jamadar at Ahmadabad.
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about their return, without being able to come to any agreement, as they
trusted strongly in the Marathas’ protection, having now heard of this
accident, they have agreed to accept of the Nawab’s own conditions, and
are accordingly expected in town this afternoon.

The Nawab has acquainted Edul that he purposes giving me a bill Nawab’s
in two or three days’ time for 2,000 Rupees either on Surat or Bombay, request
from which place he can be supplied with powder and lead to that amount,
as he says that he doubts not we shall be very ready to oblige him in
this his present distress. As I cannot accept of this bill without your posi-
tive orders, and am convinced that any evasive answer from me to his
request would at this time greatly afiront him, I beg your speedy directions
for my guidance herein.

Surat, 29th December, 1754 (1753-56, S. F. 12) 1754
Bombay orders.

We cannot consent to your accepting of any bill from the Nawab Reguest
to be sent hither to purchase powder and lead for him, as this would be refused
espousing his quarrel against the Marathas, which is contrary to the
Hon’ble Company’s orders and may be attended with ill consequences
to their affairs; you are, therefore, not to interfere in it in any manner
whatever, but take the best care you can of the Factory, should any
further disturbances happen.

Bombay, 28th December, 1754 (1754-55, P. D. Let. to Court of Dir. 3) 1754
Bombay to the Court of Directors.

1 he revolution which happened at Delhi by the dethroning of the Great Comimer-
Mogul Ahmad Shah, who has been since killed, and exalting Uddeel cial stag-
Shah for the just king to the throne together with the interposition of #@on
the Marathas (ever watchful and ready to take advantage of the dis-
tractions and commotions of the country and supineness and inactivity
of the Moguls) made on this occasion, caused a general stagnation of
trade in that part of the kingdom, and consequently prevented the
usual demand and consumption of woollen goods there, which is about
200 bales annually. The disadvantageous footing on which the trade
at Surat is in at present (Safdar Khan and Sidi Masud in a manner
dividing the government, and being on all occasions seeking opportuni-
ties to fleece and oppress the merchants) prevented any cloth being sold
there, which city usually took off about 100 bales.

Nana, the Maratha general, being under the necessity of sending
a very great treasure to his brother at Delhi to support him in the ad-
vantages he purposes to make of the confusion there, has occasioned
his being twelve months in arrears to his army, and [is] the cause why

only half the usual quantity of cloth has been exported to Poona, the
place of Nana’s residence.

Surat, Ist November, 1755, (1753-56, S. F. 12)

Letter froagz Cambay, dated, 28th October, 1755.
Received the following letter from Mr. Erskine at Cambay. Fighting
My last respects were dated the 14th, a few days after which the atCambay

Maratha Governor of this place, whom the Nawab plundered and im-

prisoned last December and released again in March, having gathered to-

1755
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gether between two and three thousand men, entered the country b -
mg to Cambay and took and bumnt one of the villages, kiHiig eigrrfe
of the Nawab’s people, who were there as a guard; upon which he [the
Nawab] ordered the Maratha officer, who remained in town to receive
theu‘_ half of the customs and revenues, to leave the place, which he ac-
cordingly did. On the 26th there happened a small skirmish between
a few horsemen of each side, without any material loss; but yesterday
about one thousand of the Marathas fell upon two hundred of the Nawab's
people a mile or two out of town, killed and wounded between thirty
and forty, and took some drums and colours, and put the rest to flight;
which I imagine will prevent their venturing again without the walls.
As I happened to be by him when his people returned, he desired that,
as they were daunted, I would at present send a few people to that bas-
tion which has long been usual for us to send sepoys to defend; which,
although I would willingly have avoided, I could not well do in such a
public place without greatly disgusting him (the Nawab) after its
being a custom for so many years; besides, as the convoy will be up next
springs, and we shall want the investment chopped, I was afraid a re-
fusal might induce him to put some impediment upon that; which I
thought was principally to be avoided. I therefore sent thither five
extraordinary peons not belonging to the Factory, whom, as soon as I
can get a proper opportunity to speak to the Nawab, -I shall desire his
permission to withdraw, being ordered to stand perfectly neuter on all
occasions, which, I hope, will be approved of. ~

I hear the Marathas intend to encamp on that side of the town
towards the bunder; therefore two gallivats will be very necessary for
protecting the investment and other boats; and it would be well if they
were all directed to come up as directly opposite to the town as possible
without coming to an anchor up the river, as it is ten to one, if they
are far distant from each other, but some freebooters of the Maratha

army may attempt to plunder them.

Surat, 1st November, 1755 (1753-56, S. F. 12)

Surat to Cambay. . .
Your letter of the 28th ultimo came this day to hand, advising us

of the fresh commotions at your place; which we are sorry should
happen at this juncture, but would have you interfere no further in the(rln
than as a mediator you can contribute towards putting them to an end,
ot our Hon’ble Masters’ interest may indispensably require. We fu}vc
ordered two gallivats to proceed to your bunder to escort the boat, which

goes for the investment, safely down.

Surat, 11th November, 1755 (1753-56, S. F. 12)
t to Cambay. . '
Sungote theyfollowing Jetter to Mr. Erskine at Cambay.
The Hon'ble the President having sent the Chief a letter from the

Nana to his officers at Cambay, relating to the Hon'blct: C?:g‘xzzx:g;&ﬁ;:‘;
ing with no impediment, we think it necessary to < _
gexgémwgit;l a transla‘?e, as the present juncture of affairs may render it

of service.
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Surat, 16th February, 1756 (1753-56, S. F. 12)
Letter from Cambay, dated 13th February, 1756.

The Marathas came to an accommodation with the Nawab here Peace and
about the end of December [1755),! and I took that opportunity of deli- @ present
vering the order from Nana to his Governor here, which Your Honour,
etc. forwarded me in November last. As he did not come into town,

1 was obliged to go out to his camp, and could not well avoid making
him and his second some presents to the amount of about seventy Rupees,
which, I hope, I may be permitted to charge in my annual accounts.

Surat, 2nd October, 1756 (1756-67, S. F. 13)
Surat to Bombay.

 Copy of your commands relating to the provision of salt beef at
Cambay has been transmitted to Mr. Erskine, and Your Honour, etc.
shall be duly informed of his reply as soon as it comes to hand; but the
differences, at present subsisting between the Marathas® and the Nawab
of that place, will, we fear, be an obstacle to the provision of any material
quantity there.

1756

Tyouble at
Cambay

Cambay, 17th October, 1756 (1756-57, S. F. 13) ) 1758
Casnbay fo Surat. .

This is purposely to advise Your Worship, etc, that on the 15th at 4rmada-
night, our Nawab’s® people to the number of 1,500, who went from here dad cap-
to Ahmedabad on the 8th, having been joined by a number of Kolis, #7ed by
scaled the walls of that place with little or no resistance; and getting Momin K
possession of one of the gates, all rushed in. The Marathas retired to
the Darbar, and held it till about 9 o’clock yesterday morning, when
they fled out of a back-gate, to the number of 4 or 500, leaving behind
them_3 elephants, a number of horses, etc., so that the Nawab’s people are
now in full possession of the place. He himself set out from hence this
morning about 3 o'clock and must be arrived at Ahmadabad by this time.

Cambay, Ist January, 1757 (1756-59, S 9 )
Cambay to Surat. . ( » S, B 15) 15

On the 22nd our Governor here sent his fleet i i
( 2 out with a design, as 7,55
T believe, to intercept some of Damaji’s gallivats, which, he had advice iﬁr"
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were coming to Jambusar with cannon to gai i
or Ahrnadabag; but his fleet missing thexlr)f employed against this place
. As Damaji with an army of about eight or ten thousand men, which
daﬂgz Increases, intends shortly either to besiege this place or Ahmada-
bad!, could a gallivat with a small detachment of Topasses possibly be
spared to remain here till this confusion is at an end? It would be of great
service for the security of the effects belonging to the Hon’ble Company
and t}-lose under their protection here, of which there is a considerable
quantity now at Cambay; and as the Factory is a place of no force, there
1s no answering what might be the consequence, should the place either
be taken by force or treachery.

1757 Surat, 3rd January, 1757 (1756-57, S. F. 13)
Surat to Cambay.
Surat’s From the infirm state of Damaji’s health and the few men he had with
obtimism him (which were not quite 3,000, and those very wretched creatures)
when he lately passed by here, we do not think he is capable of possessing
And himself either of Ahmadabad or your place. Nevertheless for the greater
prudence socurity of the Hon’ble Company’s effects and those of people under
their protection, we permit of your detaining a gallivat, whilst you ap-
prehend any risk to either from the confusion which may subsist at Cam-
bay, till it be more certain whether or not the place is liable to be attacked
by him; but we cannot add to the complement of Topasses which each
gallivat has on board, having no more than are absolutely necessary for
their defence and what the constant service of the Factory requires.

1757 Surat, 3rd January, 1767 (1766-67, S. F. 13)

Surat to Bombay. .

Fear of We have taken out of the Viper five barrels of gunpowder for the

Damaji scrvice of the gallivats; and as Mr. Erskine has represented to us, as of
importance for the security of the Hon'ble Company’s effects and those
of the people under their protection, that one gallivat should remain at
Cambay, till the confusions are over which at present subsist therc from
the fear of Damaji attacking the place, we request Your Honour, etc. will
spare us another in her stead to strengthen the northern convey with,

1757 Cambay, 9 Janunary, 17157 (1756-57, S. F. 13)
fo Surat.
Cambay Cami{léyDaIiaji is at present employed before Ahmadabad, where he has
safe been encamped some days, and as there seems not to be so much pr?-
bability of his taking it so_soon as was at first apprehended, I h’a}c
thought proper to return the Shark with the convoy, and shall wnte
d again, when the sccurity of the cffects belonging

her being returne g ' ngir
f:?)rthe Hon’%)le Company or those under their protection may requirc it.

1757 Sural, 31st January, 1757 (1756-57, S. F. 13)

to Bointbay. ‘
Sum{?Ve now g,eturn the Viper, Content Sloop and

D’"""ir?-;b which we had the honour of your commands of the

Swift Gallivat, by
14th on the 23rd

1 See Watson, Hislory of Gujaral, 146.
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instant, and have laden sundries on the two former, and a (}rab taken by
them from Damaji’s fleet in their passage hither, amounting to Rupees
7,743, agreeable to invoicc and bill of lading enclosed.

Cambay, 9ih May, 1757 (1756-57, S. . 18) 1757
Robert Erskine (who handed over charge of the Residency on the 20th April,
1757 1o Robert Lambert) to Surat.
As T shall sct out about the 24th instant, be so good as to forward Parwanak
me the customary parwanahs for passing the Marathas’ chaukis on the
road for a palanquin, two horses, three hackeriest and two banges‘;‘3
and if a Maratha harkara could be sent so as to meet me at Broach, it
would save me a deal of trouble at the chaukis.

Surat, 6th August, 1757 (1756-57, S. I, 13) 1757
Surat to Bombay.

The encouragement given by the Nawab of Cambay, the Marathas Soldiers
and this Government to all sorts of people who are in the least degree enlisted
acquainted with the use of arms, has not only very considerably enhanced
their price, but left few or none at this time to be got.

Surat, 25th Awgust, 1757 (1757-58, S. I. 646) 1757
Cambay to Surat.

Of very late the Governor of Petlad has got together two or three Cambay
thousand Kolis with whom and an aid of 600 horsemen, sent him from Wnsafe
the Maratha army, he makes frequent excursions, sometimes almost
to the very walls of Cambay, so that it is very dangerous for any of the
inhabitants here to venture to a distance from the town.

Surat, 12th November, 1757 (1757-58, S. IF. G46) 1757
Surat to Bombay.

By the convoy we received your commands of the 30th ultimo 4 boat
on the 8th instant; one of the boats, which we sent down with sepoys, captured

was taken by Damaji in her return with the fleet. The rest of the trade
arrived safe. '

Bilimora, 15th November, 1757 (1756-57, S. F. 13) 1757
John Cadden, Master of the Shark, to Surat.

The 12th instant I weighed from Surat Bar by an order from Capt. The Shark
Morgan to go down to Gandevi to get the wood boats out against his capfred
coming down. At 5 o’clock we saw 8 gallivats belonging to Damaji
at the mouth of the river, and at sunset I anchored and made the signal
according to my orders; and the next morning at 10 o’clock Dam?xji's
fleet weighed and stood off. I weighed at the same time and stood to
the southward, thinking that they were bound out to the westward
But they followed me; upon which T hoisted my colours and fired a gun
to the leeward, but they made no answer. \When they came witg}ﬁn
a hail, I asked them what they wanted. Thev told me they werev coming

1 Native bullock-carts.

2 Bangi or bahargi m igi Zheal == &=
eant originally 2 bazmbys Sritied 2 =
. 273 rkled at earh ez v
gords to which luggage was fastened (Hobsom-fotms,. Hern the ot sons
o stand for the persons carrying loads by mezns < ais P e the wword 2
Gl a1l 2T w.r..".-,bv’:»'l‘./:.
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to take me, and so fired 2 shots at me. I beat off the first i
that came up with me; on which their Commodore madet?}gzesiggilflv?;xs'
boarding, and they all bore down. I fired hat upon them, but the Com-
modore and four more boarded me, on which I struck the colours. The
conflict lasted for two hours; in which the gunner was terribly burnt by
one of our guns blowing at the touch-hole, the hawaldar and one sepoy
killed outright, and several wounded at the time of boarding. I am cut
in the face and over the arm, and am now at Bilimora, where both I
and the people are kindly treated by the Modi’s son at Surat and the timber.
merchant Nathu Limji, by keeping us out of irons and endeavouring to
get us our liberty ; and they say, as soon as we are set at large, they will
provide us with what may be convenient to carry us to Surat.

Bombay, 22nd November, 1757 (1757, P. D. 30B)
Letter from Surat. )

Came in a pattemar with a letter from the Chief and Factors at Surat
under the 16th instant, advising the loss of the Shark gallivat taken by
Damaji off Gandevi, where she was sent to hasten out the timber boats;
the particulars of the action being related in a letter from the Master,
they enclosed the same. _

Surat, 16th January, 1758 (1757—358,.S. F. 646)
Letter from Cambay.

. We have now current reports here of a reconciliation negotiating
between the Marathas and the Nawab of Gujarat;! and these [are] related
with such other circumstances as give the reportsa face of credibility. It’s
confidently affirmed that there are arrived in the Maratha army several
horsemen with positive orders from the Nana to the heads of thesec forces
to compromise their differences with the Nawab and to grant him the
same conditions his father formerly had in the possession of that place,?
that is one-half of the revenues he shall enjoy, and the other to be collect-
ed by such persons as the Nana shall choose to appoint in his own behalf,
so that we are in daily expectation of seeing an end to these disturbances.

Surat, 28th January, 1758 (1757-58, S. F. G46)

Letter from Cambay fo Sural. ) )
Those horsemen from Nana, which I formerly mentioned to have

been arrived in the Maratha army before Gujarat®, have not as hithcg-to
eflected anything towards a reconciliation between the two contending
powers;? and this delay is imputed to the peace said to be lately made
between the Nana and Salabat Jang, so that it 1s now reported that the
Marathas insist on the Nawab’s relinquishing Gujarat; and as he, not-
withstanding the difficulties he labours under, docs not relax in the leaist
from his former demands, we have yet but little hopes of sceing a speedy

end to these disturbances.

1 Momin Khan, . .

2 When Momin Khan I, with the aid of Damaji, captured Ahrgndabad in 1738,
he reccived one-half of the revenue (Watson, History of Gujaral, 119).

3 Almadabad.

4 This attempt at a reconciliation on terms s
mentioned by Watson

o favourable Momin Khan s pot
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Bosnbay, 17th March, 1758 (1758, S. & P.D. 4) 1758
Letter from Surat, dated 11th March, 1758. L

I have the strongest grounds to suspect, that an invitation has been A.} N. ;
given from Ali Nawaz Khan to the Marathas for taking his person and {lfewj{}a% ‘
government under their protection with a promise of the city-gates ;; -~
being opened to them, in case of our bringing any force against the place;
and to enforce the proposals made on this occasion. Appaji Pandit,
Shankarji’s agent, either set out last night, or departs this morning . for
Bassein.

Bombay, 17th March, 1758 (1758, S. & P. D. 4) 1758
Extract from the Poona agent’s leller. .
We have a flying report that Ahmadabad is taken by Damajit ;}’ialgﬂadw

Cambay, 28th February, 1758 (1758-59, S. F. 14) 1758
Robert Lambert to Brabazon Ellis.

At last the Nawab has delivered up Gujarat? to the Marathas and A#hsmada-
is come with his army, their families and effects to a village ten miles bad ;abﬁ-
distant from hence, and will to-morrow enter Cambay. I as yet leamn 3‘)‘2‘;’”&]%’
no certain information on what condition he and the Marathas have
settled. Some say he has been paid a large sum of money and is to hold
Cambay and Gogo entirely to himself; others that Damaji, with whom
the Nawab has negotiated this peace, is in future to enjoy that part of
the revenues of this place, which formerly appertained fo Nana. These
are the reports we hear, but thus much is certain that the Nawab has
lost that place entirely through the differences between himself and his
Diwan, who was the chief author of his taking Gujarat, and who also
maintained himself there in a power superior even to that of the Nawab.

Surat, 20th March, 1758, (1757-58, S. F. 646) 1758
Letter from Cambay.

In my last address under the 28th ultimo, I informed Your Honour, Terms of
etc. of the return of the-Nawab, but knew not then certainly on what setflement
conditions he had settled with the Marathas. It is now public that he
also has delivered them up all Gogo, and granted them a half share in
the Cambay government. In a few days we expect the Maratha pandit,
who is to stay here with a power equal, if not superior, to the Nawab’s;
and as it will be needful for me to make him some present on his arrival,
and also to give something to the Nawab on this occasion of his return, I
beg your permission to comply with what has been a rule in similar cases.

Bombay, 8th April, 1758 (1758, P. D. Let. to Court of Dir. 5) 1758
Bombay to the Court of Directors.

. The Viper Ketch, Content Sloop, and Swift Gallivat having brought Boass
In a grab, which they had taken on their return from Surat on the 7th confiscated

- 1 Wa}sgn gives l:z detailed account of the
istory of Gujarat, 146—147). According to him the town surrendered in April
1757 ; but this date does not seem to be correct. From the next letter dated St})rzt:

28th February, 1758, it follows that Momin Khan surrendecred Ahmadabad in the
last days of February, 1758,

2 Ahmadabad.

siege and capture of -Ahmadabad
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February, 1757, also two Koli boats, the gallivats there met with between
Dumas and the B.ax:, we ordered the superintendent to receive charge of
them ar.id some trifling effects on board the latter, till we could see whether
any claims would be made ; and some Bhavnagar merchants demanding
the boats, by virtue of some passes said to have been obtained from dif-
fere:ni.t Country Powers, we appointed a Committee to examine into the
validity of them; but they not being able to proceed therein, from the
masters of the gallivats at Surat being possessed of the passes and papers
said to be found in them, we referred it to the Chief and Factors there.
However the Bhavnagar merchants’ reasons proving very insufficient,
and their agent owning they were manned by Kolis, we condemned
them on the 12th April for the benefit of the captors, as we likewise
did the above-mentioned grab, being fully satisfied that she was the
property of Damaji.
Shark The Shark Gallivat proceeded the 31st October with some other
restored vessels as a convoy to Surat; and on the 22nd following we were advised
from your servants there that she was taken by Damaji's fleet off Gan-
devi, on their sending her thither to hasten out some timber boats against
the arrival of the rest of the convoy. We immediately ordered the
Superintendent to examine the Master and others, on their arrival,
concerning it ; and the Select Committee intended taking satisfaction
of Damaji for that and the capture of a boat, which had brought down
some sepoys on her returning with the convoy. However we have the
pleasure to advise Your Honours, that the Select Committee effected the
restoration of the Shark, her crew and stores in an gmlcable manner;
Master Dut we being satisfied from the report of an enquiry into the Master's
punished conduct, laid before us the 28th February as per copy under No. 175, that
he not only suffered himself to be surprised by Damaji, but left his syrang,
four lascars, a sepoy at Surat, without his commanding officer’s know-
ledge, we determined that he should never have the gommand of vessels
in Your Honours’ service, and have besides turned him on board one of
your cruisers to serve before the mast such time as the Supel:lntqndf}r:t
may judge necessary, to deter any other person from behaving in the

like manner.
1758 Cambay, I14ih October, 1758 (1758-59, S. F. 1%

- , bert.
Letter from Robert Lamber. the head of the Maratha army by

J i ttled with
Deace at Our Nawab ha¥ing se as is customary for all towns ncar

iving them a small present, such . !z
G gfllgghg they encamp top pay them, we expect they will march hence this

day or to-morrow.
1758 Surat, 6th November, 1758 (1758-69, S. F 14)

Surat to Bombay, dated the 19th ultimo per Drake, and on the

were
Marathas bt i ds of the 14th, in consequence whereof

21st we received your comman E : by
Caf;llf:;' we immediately directed Mr. Lambert’s assistant at Cambay, (he hi

ir) to comply

i down here, for the benefit of a change of :m'*) my
fsiltfhb%%rcoﬁnc?nour, &ca’s, orders rclzgardbing cattt']ﬁ; 11811?nts]x1\0 crp%;)c :htllcxlé
dvised us that, the Marathas bemng sull n 7 ace,
gﬁtg?Srsadare not go out to purchase any, {11l they were remos ed 1o 2

greater distance.
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Cambay, 29th September, 1758 (1758-59, S. F. 14)
Robert Lambert to Brabazon Ellis. .
It is impossible at this time to procure any quantity of cattle here,
because the Marathas have an uncontrolled sway in all the adjacent
countries and much power even in Cambay ; for the Nawab’s affairs at
present are so circumstanced as makes it prudent for him not to thwart
the pandit here in anything he does, except directly and greatly indeed
tending to the Nawab’s own prejudice; for which reasons the butchers
will not enter into any contract for cattle with me, nor even be prevailed
" upon to venture into the country to make trial whether any can be pur-
chased from thence.

Cambay, 5th Oclober, 1758 (1758-59, S. F. 14)
Robert Lambert to Brabazon Ellis.

Damaji and Ramchandra are fallen with an army of twenty-thousand
men within six or seven kos of this place; but, as they do not hitherto
molest either the inhabitants or cattle of Cambay, we are not certain
(though much suspect) that their designs are against this city.

P.S.—Since closing the above, the Marathas are encamped within a

gllm—sliot of the town-wall, but have not yet begun to fire against the
place.

1 The struggle between Cambay and t i i
concluding phase is narrated in the ¥761%%e$§?;?%35 i pot end fn 1758, The

from the 28th January, 1762, to the 17th November,alc{’?ag%/’ Diary, 16. See letters

1758

Mavathas
Hneay
Cambay

1758

Cambay
threalened



No. 9 THE CAPTURE OF SURAT CASTLE BY THE
ENGLISH (1758-1759)

THE Surat Factors and the Bombay authorities had long

- been anxious to gain possession of Surat Castle, because
they hoped thereby to be in a position to extend adequate
protection to their merchants, whilst the securing of the
tankha attached to the Castle would enable them to equip
and maintain an efficient fleet, so that both on land and sea
their mastery would be firmly established to the great dis-
comfiture of their enemies and their competitors,

The 1758-1759 venture was not, therefore, in the nature
of a first attempt; it was rather the culmination of a long
series of strivings persistently persevered in, some of them
resulting in failures, others partially successful, but all of
them paving the way to the same end, Thus much may
be easily gathered from those documents which deal with
the various contests that took place in Surat between rival
factions, such as the struggle for supremacy between Miah
Achind and Safdar Khan, between Safdar Khan and Sidi
Masud, between Ali Navaz Khan and Miah Achind, and
so on. A comprehensive summary of the political aspira-
tions of the Surat Factors is contained in the opening extract
taken from Jonathan Duncan’s famous Minute and recapi-
tulating the salient features of this particular conquest.

As regards the 1758-1759 venture, it consists of two
phases, In March, 1758, the English thought that the time
had at last come when they might successfully carry out
their long cherished design; but the project was suddenly
given up, shortly after it had been embarked on, In March,
1759, a fresh attempt proved successful, The part 'playcd
by the Marathas, in frustrating the first, and allowing the
second attempt to come off, will sufficiently appear from the
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documents and the annotations. J the Marathas had not
been divided amongst themselves, # the Peshwa had not
opposed ‘the Gatkwad, Surat would not have fallen into
English hands, at least not in 1759, Thus the documents
here published open new vistas, the very existence of which
is not even hinted at in the Gazetteer of the Bombay Presi-
dency, I, 125-127.

DOCUMENTS

Bombay, 19th August, 1798, (1798, S. & P. D. 66) 1746-1759
Jonathan Duncan’s Minute on Surat Castle.

8. Tegh Bakht, dying in the year 1746, appears to have shortly there- %ﬂfda’ K.
after had for his successor as hakim, or governor of the town, the Nawab awab
Safdar Khan, whose son, Wigar Khan, entered at the same time on the
killadari, or command of the Castle.

The peaceable state of things proved, however, but of short con- Achind's
tinuance; for in, or about, the year 1748 a Said named Miah Achind, Z’;f”“
otherwise known under the name of Moyeen-ud-din Khan, and the grand- ¢,
father of the present Nawab, having married into the family of the late
Tegh Bakht Khan, was able through the assistance of the begum, his
widow, and of his own relation, Ali Nawaz Khan, to possess himself,
under coulour also of the royal authority, of the Castle from Wigar Khan.

He then applied for the assistance of the already named Damaji,
agreeing in return to give up a fourth of the revenues of Surat, and by
this support and that of the English he was able also 1o expel Safdar
Khan from the Darbar, or civil government of the city, in which he con-
tinued to rule till 1751, when he was in his turn attacked by Wigar Khan,
and obliged to abandon the town, and seek refuge in the Castle, which
fell in consequence of these dissensions in the custody of Sidi Masud of
the family of the already named Sidis of Rajapur or Janjira.

7. In the prosecution of the contest between Wigar Khan and Miah Damaji’s
Achind, the former is stated to have also applied for assistance to Damaji, share
on a stipulation that he should enjoy half the revenue of Surat; but, when
the business was accomplished, and his father, Safdar Khan, returned
from Tatta (whither he had proceeded on being in 1748 drawn out by
Achind), objections were raised by the said Khan, who had by this time
resumed the administration, to the payment of so large a proportion;
and instead of half, it was settled to give Damaji only a third of the
makta and other income; and in 1752-3 Damaji agreed among other

concessions to cede to his superior, the Peshwa, one moiety of his chauth
or rather third share on the Surat revenues.
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8. And in consideration of idi’ i
;he rec}?DIand restoration of Sagl;r %(111;hﬁggsfizgdligtigzepgg?ptgg
rom the latter, in right of the tankha for the fi t ird i o
mandavi', or tolls levied on grain, and a lik e In fhe golah
from the courts of justice. Butidisse fons eppr orion 1 the income
ggéglar Igzan éﬁld his]relation, Al Nawa; Sléﬁnsggntﬁétﬁgea;fri gitﬁvfﬁg

idi on the other, so that in January, 1751, a negotiat] '
between them and Mr. Ellis,Jour Chief at’ guggfo?gf 1?31;( ‘Zfl?nsettgn fSocc)lt
from the Castle;, which was to be given up to the 'Nawa}}; a‘rig' ’th&e ﬁf;e;
to be consigned to the Company, for the support of which the were to
receive from the Nawab a lakh of Rupees per annum ; but polit)ifcal con-
siderations prevented our then availing ourselves of this offer, and other
events intervened to create a difference between the Nawab and Alj
Nawaz Khan, who had connected himself with the Sidi and the Dutch
and whose views were ultimately directed to the nawabship, in which
thg said Nawa_z Khan had. for opponent Faris Khan, a max’1 who was
being at that time also protected by the Marathas and secretly favour-
ed by Safdar Khan. This last circumstance appears to have induced
the Bombay Government to resolve in 1757 to open a correspondence
with him (Faris Khan), but meanwhile Safdar Khan died suddenly in
January, 1758, supposed to have been taken off by poison by his rela-
tion, the afore-said Ali Nawaz, who became thereon Safdar’s successor
in the hakimi or nawabship of Surat, as had in 17568 the Sidi Ahmad
Khan that of his father Masud in the custody of the Castle.

5. The people of Surat appear, however, to have been so dissatisfied
with the Sidi and with the Nawaz that in the same month of the latter’s
accession they offered through Mr. Ellis to make up for five yearsany
deficiency of two lakhs of Rupees per annum in the respects from the
tankha or assignment for the support of the fleet, and [any deficiency]
of the funds for the maintenance of the Castle, if the Company should
resolve to take possession of them, which they appear to have been
again deterred from attempting, in dread of the resentment of the
Maratha Government, who had views at this time of taking Surat to
themselves, notwithstanding our having in March, 1758, provided so
far as to enter into a formal treaty with Faris Khan, stipulating to put him
in possession of the government of the town, taking to oursclves the
Castle and fleet ; Faris Khan being at the expense of this expedition, for
which he bound the phurja or custom-house, besides two Jakhs to be
raised by a vera or levy on the city, in lien of plunder to the army, and
other articles not material here to recite.

ur part afforded time for

10. This suspension of proceedings on our px :
a revolution in Surat, occasioned by Miah Achind, elies Moyeen-ud-

din Khan, who had on his dispossession in 1751 (as nqticed in the Gt}l
paragraph) repaired to Bombay, where his family having becn left, his

grandson, the present Nawab, was born here, about the year 1755; alter
which Achind was able by his own exertions, aided by the support of
Sidi Ahmad, the commander in the Castle, and (lxc influence of that
branch of the late Tegh Bakht’s family into which he had married,
to expel in December, 1758, Ali Nawaz from the pawabship, and to

cffect his own reinstatement.
1 Golah, o s—t‘c;rc house for grain or salt; mandavi, custom-house, FHobsor-Jobsan,
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11. Between the period of discontinuance of preparations in the early g oy
part of Faris Khan’s and the end of Ali-Nawaz's government, in December .7
following, some injuries had been experienced by our people from the
Castle, for which no redress could be procured. These circumstances,
joined to a view of the advantages that might occur from our success,
and a desire to anticipate the designs either of the Marathas or of any
European nation led in the beginning of the year 1759 to a renewal of
the intention to obtain for the Company the Castle and the fleet, and to
fix Faris Khan in the civil government of that city, in concurrence, as
appears, with the wishes of a considerable number of the inhabitants
of Surat and in consequence of the solicitation of Sidi Jafar and Wali-
ullah with others of that.Khan’s party; or, at least, if that was found
unpracticable, he make him Naib to Achind. Upon the first intelli-
gence of which from Bombay, the Chief and the other Gentlemen left
Surat and went to the Bar, except Mr. Erskine, who remained in the
city, but for whose security and that of the Factory we had, however,
the family of the then ruling Nawab, Miah Achind, that, having hitherto
continued at Bombay, had been just at this time sent back to Surat, but
were now detained at the Bar on board of one of our vessels, till it should
appear how affairs turned out, though it was afterwards agreed to release
the Nawab’s women (detaining only his nephew, Mir Massum,) hoping
thereby entirely to alienate the said Achind from the Sidi at the same as
to deter Nana’s (i.e. the Peshwa) and Damaji the Gaikwad’s agent from
taking part against us on this occasion. Letters were written to them
and to Naropant, the Commander-in-Chief of the Maratha fleet at the
Bar, to assure them that there was no intention to trench or innovate
on their masters’ just rights and interests at Surat.

12. Thus circumstanced Miah Achind intimated to Mr. Erskine his Z?oops
being willing to join against the Sidi, provided he had security for the T
permanency of his own government in the city, which he at the same ~
time signified his having heard that we were bringing Faris Khan to
supplant him in ; for which: purpose the fleet accordingly arrived on the
15th of February with a body of land forces consisting of 800 Europeans
infantry, of 1,500 sepoys and a detachment of the Royal Artillery; but
their arrival was reported by the Chief and Council to have not onlv
lost the springs, but thrown a damp on the party of Faris Khan. zn3
given the Sidi more time for preparing for his defence and strengthening
his party; notwithstanding which, they were still in hopes of accomyEsh-
ing the object, towards the promotion of which it appears that theme was

a Said in the town, who together with Sidi Jafar were strenucusly oar
friends on that occasion.

13. On the 19th February a seerpao, horse, sword, eic. arzived from
Nana to Achind, who, it appears became certain, wouid ceves exter intg
any agreement for anything less than the govemmma=i, exclusive ¢f
which he appeared willing that we should give to Fars Khan what 1
pleased. It was also found that nons of Fzris Khan's pariy sfirres
his favour within the town; the canse of which wes expizined In 2 nem

e e o
Py = te

conference between Mr. Spencer zand Walitllzh ¢z #ke Ist of Wfowet -

whereat it was by the latter pleaded that ali the wom=s of the P
Teg Bakht and Safdar Khan kad of Iate attached thems SR Sy
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only on Faris Khan’s coming in as Naib to Achind, but not i

AT'S | ) as N ;
pursuance of which it was determined to proceed accordingl;w;?d' 12
treaty was entered into with Achind to that efiect on the 4th March
on.which day the Sidi agreed to give up the Castle and the fleet,

Sural, 23rd January, 1758 (1758-59, S. F. 14)
Surat to Bombay. .

We had also called upon the maraphatios? this dav to offer
for the freight of our Hon'ble Mastelis’ ship Lathagl to Moc};lsa;t exggf
on account of the death of Safdar Khan, which happened yesterday, they
have excused themselves from coming to the Factory for some days
to make any terms for freight, till Ali Nawaz Khan’s permission is pre-
viously obtained,

Surat, 16th March, 1758 (1758-59, S. F. 14)

Ali Nawaz Khan having received'a commission from Court, appoint-
ing him Nawab of Surat, the same was exhibited this day at the Darbar,
Notice being received in town that several Bombay cruisers appeared
in sight from the Bar, the garden-house, where the Chief resides, was
surrounded with five hundred of the Government’s sepoys to prevent
his retreat to the Bar, in opinion that those vessels were coming on hostile

designs against the place.

Surat, 17th March, 1758 (1758-59, S. F. 14)

Surat to Cambay.
As the Nawab of Cambay had made {many] soldiers in his pay,

which Jowing fo] the loss of Gujarat [/i¢] must [have] little further service
for, this serves to direct that you [{ry fo] enlist whatever number of them,
you can procure, [and send them) hither in the most expeditious manner

you can by sea.

Surat, 19th March, 1758 (1768-59, S. F. 14)

At a Consultation. ) )
The Chief informs the Board of the [infentioins] of the Hon'ble Presi-

dent and Council of Bombay to fix Faris Khan [in #he] Darbar, and of
the preparations that are making at Bombay [fo #%is] end. Agreed in
order to remove the present alarm in town [thet the] Revenge, Viper, Swit,
and Swallow gallivats be dispatched to the [Bar] with orders (as entered
hereafter), and that under pretence of making (@] party of pleasurc to
Dumas® we endeavour to withdraw to there. At the same time taking
into consideration that much convenience [may] result in the dispatch
of the Latham’s business, in communicating our demands and receiving
the overtures of the inhabitants of [the flace] from having one Company’s
servant [fo] continue on the spot, [#] Is unanimously judged (f/:zft' t{{l is
liable to be attended with no [karm or] danger to him. Mr. Tirsh m;:
makes the offer of remaining [af tke] Factory; but Mr, Court, being 1n

i i { the wvariout
tails contained in paragraphs 11 to 13 are a summary 0 t
evcxlztsng gi';; Sin the subsequent extracts of the 1758—59, Surat Diary, 14.

2 Broker or agent (H'ilson). In the English documents marfulteah is generally nsed.
3 Dumas—in the English Documents Domus is generally used—situated at the
river's month, about 11 miles from Surat.
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very bad state of [health and) apprehensive that by going to the Bar
he should increase his [illness], desires that he may be the person left
in town, which is accordingly agreed to.

Surat, 21st March, 1758 (17568-69, S. F. 14) 1758
The Chief after many importunities receives a visit from the kazi, Expan-
whose errand appearing intended to discover our real design and palliate ations
our resentments by fair promises of giving us no further cause of com- wikheld
plaint, the Chief to avoid explanations on the subject recommends it
as the most advisable scheme for his Master to address himself to the
Governor and Council of Bombay and communicate to them whatever
overtures he is disposed to make.

Surat, 22nd March, 1758 (1758-59, S. F. 14) 1758
Early this morning the Chief and all other Gentlemen belonging Leaving

to the Factory, excepting Mr. Court, left town and came on board the S#7a
Drake.

Surat, 24th March, 1758 (1758-59, S. F. 14) 1758

At night arrived the Guardian from Bombay with a letter from the peym 10
Select Committee to the Chief, who informed the Gentlemen of Council Surat
that our Superiors have relinquished [thei7] designs,! and that he pur-
poses returning in the morning to town.

Surat, 28th March, 1758 (1758-69, S. F. 14)
Surat to Bombay.

In consequence of a representation to the Chief that it was expedient Bombay
for the Hon'ble Company’s affairs, early on the 22nd we all retired from ?#nformed
town on board the Drake Gallivat at the Bar, except Mr. Court, whose
weak condition would not permit him to leave the Factory. On the
Guardian’s arrival, the Chief acquainted us that it was no longer neces-

sary for us to continue at the Bar, and accordingly we are again return-
ed to town.

1758

Surat, 6th April, 1758 (1768-69, S. F. 14) 175
Surat to Bombay. >8

It is with the greatest concern, we are obliged to acquaint Younr

Honour, etc. that after having had our business carried on without zgoﬂﬁ’:»'f

interruption or insult ever since Safdar Khan’s decease, merelv £
the apprehensions entertained by this Government of our raL; > rroz?
we have since our late return from the Bar found them 1157 b;spﬂtmg.,
more than ever to embarrass and obstruct cur a5 I:: I%.:t;i 5~85f::?
merchants, having 150 bales surplus freight, Bag 2f thelr cos o
H : . Sty 2 o Y OF R ocesTE
agreed with the Chief to ship them on board 22 Fam= for Vrots. ooe
accordingly several bales were marked for $hat vossl ses iore o2
actually sent on board, when at Mumebes Triimeains wvoo ot
Government’s chobdars were sent f0 c— ‘:‘:: == Tme .-._.,.,»
merchants’ inclinations, who all reiies fem st sor oo CE T

— il A T “STT [ase gl amnd :‘:L:::;_u

1 According to Grant Duf the Br—tr+ Srre— . S
at capturing the Castle, because £ Smive mmee oo 1o % = il
(Grant Dufl., History of the Mair==— ~ 5= eSS e
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of those bales intended for the Fame, and having carr 4
shipped them on board a Grab of Mulna’s now atg thenlggrj( h%neagzgé
yesterday likewise alarmed with an attempt of the mirbahr! to put
a stop to the Latham’s business and prevent the necessaries belonging
to the passengers going on board, on account of our refusing a passage
to a fakir on that ship, which, had we been less expeditious in loading
thap we were, we believe, would have left this place with a much smaller
freight than she has now on board; and as such extraordinary steps in
this Government may be attended with the worst consequences to our
Hon'ble Masters’ affairs, we think it incumbent on us to give you parti-
cular information of them.

Before we retired to the Bar, we had with permission from the
Hon’ble the President wrote Mr. Lambert at Cambay3 to enlist a number
of Arabs; but being advised that those people’s demands were Very un-
reasonable, and that some other good country sepoys might then be met
with there, we directed him to enlist them on the Hon'ble Company’s
account; and before we could countermand these orders, he had entered
into conditions with, and actually enrolled upwards of four hundred; to
disengage himself from which agreements he desired permission to com-
pound with the tachardars® by repaying them what expenses they had
been at in impressing people for our services, which we have permitted
him to do, recommending to him to be as frugal as possible therein.

Surat, 8th May, 1758 (1758-59, S. F. 14)

Surat to Bombay. .
We are sorry to acquaint Your Honour, etc. that far from seeing

any good effects from the Hon'ble President’s remonstrance to Ali Nawaz
Khan, not a day passes without furnishing us with some convincing instance
of the little benefit that may be hoped to result from expostulating with
him. On the 13th ultimo you were advised of the contract for khas-
khas* we had made, and since then we have been continually repeating
our applications for his permission for its exportation, which till yester-
day could not be obtained; yet at the same time [we] have seen quanti-
ties carried through our Water-Gate® by other people.

Surat, 29th August, 1758 (1758-69, S. F. 14) .
This day té;vo open letters were sent the Chief by Ali Nawaz; onc

: . to
being for the Hon'ble President of Bombay, the other to himself, wro
in ﬁg;e name of Ghazi Khan, the Mogul's Wazir, and mentioned that
advice had been received at Delhi, of Faris Khan’s making prctcn.sxgni
to this Government, wherein he was supported by the Marathas; bu

1 Custom, or harbour master. (Wilson).
2 Sce letter dated Surat, 17th March, 1758. .
3 Thika-dar, a farmer, a lease-holder, a middleman, (Wilson).

here used in tbe last meaning.

4 The fragrant grass with the roots of which tattics are made. 1t s

i i iver front. wa

tes of the inner wall, situated along the river front. !

throf 1(1)2{(:150 é;&%etgit under the terms of the charter of 1716, the Eng}nsh g}c:& toyl
aym%nt of an yearly sum of Rs. 10,0600 allowed to pass the goods free .

(Gas. Boms. Pres. 11, 308).

The word i3
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that, as Ali Nawaz Khan was the King’s proposed Govemor, it was,
ther’eiorc, expected that the English would espouse his cause in all such
occasions.

Surat, 15th Scptember, 1768 (1758-59, S. F. 14) 1758
nsultation. )

Al aLaC;'Z night about half an hour after nine, two of the Modi’s nephews CIon_x-

in returning from the Lati, being assaulted midway between the two plaints

factorics by a Habshi!, who snatched at the clothes, which one of them

had under his arm; whercupon a struggle ensued, when the other hold-

ing up a lanthorn, which he had in his hand, in order to get knowledge

who the fellow was, the Habshi drew his sword. and with one blow

cut his arm almost off, and with a second felled him to thq grpund; tl}e

other brother, enraged hereat, endeavoured to seizp the villain, but in

the attempt received so many cuts that obliged him to fall, too, when

the assassin made off. One of the brothers died this morning of his

wounds, and the life of the other is very precarious. We are met, there-

fore, to take this affair into consideration, and weighing the bad conse-

quences thereof, and that, if satisfaction is not obtained, we know not

how soon the like may happen again.

Surat, 27th September, 1758 (1758-59, S. F. 14) ) o 1758
Qur frequent applications to the Nawab for satisfaction in regard Appeal to

to the murder of the Modi’s two nephews having no likelihood of suc- Bonibay
cess, notwithstanding his most solemn and repeated promises on this

head, as we imagine that he (the Nawab) cannot force the Sidi to deli-

ver up the assassin, who, we are credibly informed, is an Arab in his

service and in his possession, agreed, therefore, to represent the same

to the Hon'ble President and Council of Bombay, desiring their most

serious consideration thereon; because, if this affair is passed over with-

out any satisfaction obtained or notice taken thereof, neither our ser-

vants, nor indeed our own lives and properties can be secured from at-
tempts of the like kind. - .

Surat, 6th November, 1758 (1758-59. S. F. 14) 1758
Surat to Bombay.

The disputes which have for some time subsisted between Ali Nawaz Nawaz K.
Khan and the Sidi were lately carried such a length that it was daily " rouble
expected they would have come to blows; and as the Dutch and other
merchants were taking measures for securing themselves and effects
in case of such a rupture, we judged it necessary for the safety of our
Hon’ble Masters’ Factory and effects at this place to order up three of
our galivats and land their detachments the 25th ultimo; but, as these
dissensions seem to be at present subsided, the Sidi having a few days
ago made a friendly visit at the Darbar, we have sent off the detach-
ments again and ordered the vessels down to their usual stations at Dumas,

From the best information we can get it seems certain that Ali Nawaz
Khan is actually become a vassal.of the Nana’s, having put himself en-
tirely under his protection; the consequence of which, we apprehend,

1 Another name for Sidi.
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must be in a short time the subjection of this place to the power of the
Maratha.s.l

1758 Surat, 3rd December, 1758 (1758-59, S. F. 14)
Surat to Bombay.
Achind’s Qur last address went by pattemar under the 23rd ultimo, advising
rivalry that Miah Achind had made himself master of Rander; he continues
there and is daily gathering strength by forces coming to him from Broach
and other places. We have all imaginable reason to believe that very
shortly he will by some means get admittance into Surat, as the Sidi seems
to favour his attempt.

Nawaz Two days ago the Nawab sent us a message desiring to know if we
Khan's would accept the charge of our Water-Gate and defend it against any
reguest attack that might be made that way. To this we replied that at present
we could by no means accept a charge of that nature, first as it would
be making us parties in a quarrel we had nothing to do with, and next
that without the particular orders and leave obtained from our Superiors
it would be presumption in us to undertake it; that we would refer it to
. Your Honour, etc. but feared no answer could arrive in time enough to

be of any service to him.

1758 Swurat, 5th December, 1758 (1758-59, S. F. 14)
Surat to Bombay.

Revolu- This is sent express purposely to inform Your Honour, etc. that
tion at the same night Miah Achind came privately into town under the Sidi’s
Surat protection. Yesterday at day-break the Castle saluted him, and soon

afterwards the Darbar was attacked by the Sidi’s and Miah Achind’s
people joined; they continued engaged all day, the Castle frequently
firing upon the Darbar; towards night the firing was something slacken-
ed; but this morning it seems renewed again, and they still continue
engaged. We judge that, notwithstanding the resistance which Ali Nawaz
Khan makes, he cannot possibly hold the Darbar above a day or two,
as most of the principal people have deserted him and gone over to Miah
Achind. The inner gates of the town are all in the Sidi’s possession, but
the outer gates are at present guarded by Maratha people, before in Ali
Nawaz Khan's service. From any circumstances that have yet happened
we don't apprehend that the Marathas will be able to get any power in
town more than what they before had. _

1758 Swurat, Gth December, 1758 (1758-59, S. F. 14) .
Nawaz Ali Nawaz Khan sent out to capitulate. The terms granted him

Khan wwere that he should relinquish the Darbar and with his family and per-
defeated oona] efiects retire to a private house in town.

1758 Surat, 9ih December, 1758 (1758-59, S. F. 14)
Surat {o Bombay.
Achind's Our last address was under the Sth instant per pattemar express,
triumph advising the engagement between the Darbar and Castle. The next

alaji Bajirao's friendship for Nawaz Khan may help to explain why Nana
sidcdl v%th '!thc I’English againstpMiah Achind and the Sidi, and was thus nblI:g to
frustrate whatever attempts Damaji might have liked to make to prevent 'thcl"‘s‘g:.
lish from seizing the Castle (See letter dated {rom Surat Ilth February, 7 l)i
If the Marathas had been united in their opposition to the English, the Castle woult

not have fallen into English hands.
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day Ali Nawaz Khan capitulated, and all firing ceased.  Yesterday he
guitted the Darbarand is retired to a private house in town. Miah Achind
is now in full possession of the city and will in a very few days make
his public entry into the Darbar. The Marathas seem not to have gained
any power more than what they had before.

Swurat, 13th’ Decomber, 1758 (1758-59, S. F. 14) o 1758
Surat to Bombay.

At the earnest request of Sorabji Muncherji and Edul Dada, we gave CIOH}-
them permission to proceed to Bombay on the ship Revenge; but, when plainis
going to embark, they were impeded by the Sidi’s people at our Water-
Gate; at length Sorabji was permitted to go, but Edul not. We yester-
day wrote a rocca to the Sidi to know his reasons for it, and desired they
might have liberty to proceed on the Guardian, but the only answer
we could obtain was a reference to Miah Achind when he should be sea-
ted in the Darbar. This proceeding of the Sidi gives us reason to think
he has some bad intentions against IEdul Dada.

Surat, 3rd January, 1759 (1758-59, S. F. 14) . 1758
Surat to Bombay. ~

In our address of the 13th ultimo Your Honour, etc. were advised Com-
of the impediment put by the Sidi to Edul Dada’s proceeding to Bombay, #/ais
as he then intended; from which time till the 27th of that month he re-
mained in the Factory, when at his own particular request he was permit-
ted to go to his own habitation, to and from which and the IFactory he
passed daily without any molestation till the 30th in the afternoon, when,
as he and Nasserwanji Bomanji were coming to the Factory, some sepoys
of Sidi Fame, the Amin, seized him and carried him to Sidi Fame'’s house,
but offered no manner of violence to Nasserwanji. Immediate application
was made to Miah Achind, and we procured Edul’s release the same even-

ing, without any maltreatment to his person, [#0r] any money or writing
being extorted from or given by him.

Surat, 2nd February, 1759 (1758-59, S. F. 14) ‘ 1759
At a Consultation. :

- The Chief informs the Board of the intentions of the Hon'ble Presi- Atrack on
dent and Council of Bombay to endeavour to fix Faris Khan in the Swrat
Darbar, in consequence of the solicitations of Sidi Jafar and Wali-ullah

with others of Faris Khan's party represented to them [the Bombay
Government] by the Chief; or at least, if that was found impossible, to

make him Naib to Achind and to procure the Castle and tankha for our
Hon’ble Masters; for which purpose proper preparations were making at
Bombay, which may be shortly expected at the Bar. The Chief, there- Leaving
fore, acquainted the Board that he calls this meeting to consult on proper the fown
measures for leaving the town, lest the Government might be prompted

to seize our persons in order thereby to frustrate their designs at Bombay,

as the news of the preparations there have given no small umbrage to the
Government here, It is agreed that the Gentlemen severally repair in

the afternoon to the garden-house, and from thence withdraw themselves

tg tl}ce vessels at the Bar in the manner that shall be found most conve-
nient, . .
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At the same time the Chief ac uaints the B
Company’s cash, excepting a small galance that chraf%rtgg;etze&?.gn’l_)}}e
must want, is already conveyed in a private manner on board the Bombait
Grab; and an exact nventory of the Hon’ble Company’s effects, left in
the Factory under the charge of Mr. Erskine, is laid before the Board
It is also agreed to leave in the Factory the usual number of Sepoys.
and the Factory detachment of military under the command of ensign
Walsh, who cheerfully acquiesces in being left in the place to preserve
it from the insults of a mob; for we do not apprehend that either Achind
Io; ‘ﬂele‘ S};h will attempt to plunder the Factory, or maltreat those we
e in it.

Surat, 2nd February, 1759 (1758-59, S. F. 14)
John Spencer to Miak Ackindl

_ The many acts of violence and oppression, that the English and
their dqpendants n general have laboured under for a considerable time
past, without any prospect of being able to procure satisfaction by all
the moderation hitherto shown by them, have at Iength induced the
General and Council of Bombay fo seek redress by force of arms, the
anly means that seems now to be Jeft them, seeing that the Hon’ble
Company’s privileges are not only continually violated in point of com-
merce, but these injuries have even reached the persons and lives of our
dependants without the least redress being obtained, and indeed in the
present distracted situation of the management of the affairs of this city
there does not appear an other prospect of re-establishing affairs than by
the method now pursued by the Hon'ble Governor and Council.

This method it has long been in the power of the English to pursue,
but from motions of humanity, being themselves a nation famous in the
world for its encouragement of merchants in general, they were _xﬁlling
to try every gentle method to prevent involving the city and the inhabi-
tants in general in the calamities of war, which must now be the case,
unless vou and they use your heartiest endeavours and inferpose in such
manner as to procure us the satisfaction the Governor and Council, assis-
ted by His Majesty’s forces, are detennined‘to seek for:

As vou have all along expressed a desire to contribute as far as was
in your wpower to give a currency to our affairs, and have qonsta{zt]y
laid every oppressive act or impediment we have met with since your
coming into power at the door of the Sidi Ahmad Khan, and cxpyosstgd
a desire to go hand in hand with us, it occasions my addressing you in
this particular manner and on this fmportant occasion that you may
reculate vour conduct in such manner towards us and our des}iggs {as
may not destroy the regard the Hon'ble Company have long "*t or
Your House:? which will ¢ be the case, unless you choose to draw it en

\ediately following were not meant for immediate

1 This letter and these imm medizte
i : 1 i ki anded over to the addreseees when ¢
b LN T N o ‘I‘g ?agctgzn(lhid's policy to Jeave Atak Achind

ent should offer. > ) \ ) Achio
Sggotrgxe\ 2%12‘;?:: suspension as regards the real intentions of the En‘glgzhg.o \‘{‘Idr:f;gg
eas jnstructed *to deliver them [the Jetfers] in such @ manner as may be e Toar
convcfﬁ ent; for at present it will not be necessary to place our retiring -

to the account of the expedition intcngcd, but to our apprehensions of incults
(1758—359, S. F. 14, 2nd February, 1763). to deprise

o Tt was at that time the intention of the Bomlay G%vcm:;iné{ tl;ie.. prse
Aiah Achind of the nawabship of Surat; and the Chief was well aws
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vourself: it will, therefore, be well that yon on your part send a trusty man

on your behalf to confer with me, to whom I will open my mind as to our

intént morc particularly than I choose to do here.

Sural, 2nd February, 1759 (1758-59, S. I'. 14)
Johu Spencer to Appajirao, Madhavrao, the Maratha agents.t .
The Hon'ble Governor and Council of Bombay having been obliged
to take the measures they are now pursuing to re-establish the Hon'ble
Company’s affairs on a lasting footing here, I take the opportunity to
apprise you of it and to let you know that by these means the just pre-
tensions of the Marathas to a part of the revenues of this city are not
intended to be prejudiced.  What need I add more but that I shall be
glad to confer with you on this occasion ?

Surat, 2nd February, 1759 (1758-59, S. I'. 14)
The Chief to the principal officers and inhabitants of Sural.

You yourselves having been [iritanesses] of the many hardships the
English have laboured under for a considerable time past and of the
afironts put upon them in obstructing the business and seizing on the
persons of their dependants from time to time, I need not enter into the
minute particulars of them. Merely out of compassion to this city and
its inhabitants the English have hitherto forborne using the means that
it has pleased God to put into their hands to procure redress and ample
satisfaction; but this forbearance, instead of having the good eflect
wished for, has induced evil-minded pecople to proceced so far as to attack
even the very lives of our dependants, for which our repeated remons-
trances have been ineffectual to procure satisfaction; on the contrary
such insults have been offered us even since my arrival, who came up
disposed to put everything as far as possible on an amicable footing.
But on the present divided footing the Government is on, I see no pros-
pect of security to the English or yourselves in lives or property, as the
inhabitants daily to their cost experience, one or other being so {requent-
ly sacrificed to the avarice or caprice of particulars without control. An
authority so abusive, God, who is just, will not permit to be lasting.
At last the measure of our forbearance is filled up, and we rely on His
assistance to our cause, it being so just a one, as not only to endeavour
to seek redress to ourselves, but lasting tranquillity to you all, which we
are determined to procure by the assistance of His Majesty's fleet and
troops now with us. The Governor and Council rely also and expect
your hearty concurrence to this salutary end, as they do not propose
injuring any of you in person, privilege or property, but to preserve the
Mogul authority and government in the city as heretofore. But, as
I have acquainted Said Abdullah Solroos more fully of our intentions
to you in full assembly, I doubt not of your pursuing such wise measures
as will tend to the lasting tranquillity of the city and your own good, which

are so closely connected with the success of our endeavours, that one
must be the consequence of the other

.. T am fully authorised and hereby assure you that no one individal
is intended to be injured by us in any shape, unless such individiual

1 The agents of Balaji Bajirao and of Damaji.
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draws his misfortune on his own h i

e : ead by adhering to the party of our
What need I add more on a subiect SO interesting t :

ted so much for the benefit of this c]ity in general ? 8 foyan and caleula-

1759 Surai, 2nd February, 1759'(1758-59, S. F. 14) ~
Leaving ThIS_‘ afternoon the Chief and the rest of the Gentlemen, excepting
the tows Mr. Erskine, repaired to the garden in consequence of the resolution of the

. . Council, without any interruption, but were soon after joined by Nasser-
wan and Edul Dada, who came with a complaint of an ‘sult to them by
some sepoys of the Sidi's in the public service, who had attempted to

A usefu Wound them and their attendants., The Chief thereupon sent our jama-
prefext dar to make preper representation of the insult to the Darbar, and we
made use of this affair as the thing that carried us to the Bar,! from

whence we should not return till proper satisfaction was given us and

- security that our affairs should go on with more currency than of late.

Accordingly the Chief, etc. together with the contractors left the
garden in the Company’s and Bombay Grab’s pinnaces before sunset
and got on board the Grab at the Bar late at night; and Mr. Erskine
had previous directions, as soon as he was certain of our departure, to
apprise those under our protection to use the proper means for their

Leiter 1o security by retiring to the Factory or where they chose. From Dumas
M.4chind the Chief wrote Mr. Erskine to apprise Achind of the motives for onr
leaving the place, and that proper security given might induce us to

return as soon as answers were received from Bombay.

1759 Bombay Grab-in Surat Road, 2nd February, 1759 (1768-59, S. F. 14)

The Chief at Surat to Miah Achind.
I send this to Mr. Erskine to be translated and {forwarded to you,

. 1fis); . , .
: U”S‘f,ﬁf,s’ having no Persian writer at hand. - It is to a¢count for our leaving the

place yesterday, which was not intended,! but to prevent the ill conse-
quences that might result to us from the foolish stories raised up
the place to our prejudice and fomented by ill-disposed people, tending
to make a misunderstanding between us, as if we were prepanng to
ruin you and the place. This I know to be the furthest from the inten-
tions of the English, who, as a mercantﬂg nation, will always endeavour
to avert such a fate from such a trading city as Surat has been, and t:int
their design is to preserve the inhabitants in their privileges and ;')ropbeﬁg',
and you know that nothing but your own proceedings can c‘t crI rouér
Hostages . ruin to your House in particular, especially as so large a par )o '3“0_
family is at this day treated at Bombaytm}t)h 51;2 xszgﬁgg %c;p:% a\sﬁé ch(;\yc;. °
i ay, you will not cause to ve les ; \
g’il;’i%l;i)gnggrfosl\%r. %Srskine, who is left in the Factory, to our factories

know that agreeable to
ves, or any of our dependants. You bothg:{ e

idi’ i vas preparing to give you ‘
e o Seter pt)}e da}g between yourselves; but u}m§
tions on all sides, and the repmtc(I
haukis were to be place

view of thinking by such

Pretext for themsel

leaving the yoOur an !
towi .an had left it to you to determine

was I to think of your hostile prepara
messages and informations I repelvcd _that. cl
on our factories and persons, with a mistaken

» be seen from
1 The Chief carried out this subterfuge to the very end, as may be
the subscquent letters. .
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a step to influence any measures the Governor and Council of Bombay
might think proper to take? And cven when I went to the pardens
last night, some of our dependants were in the open street set upon by
some sepoys with their drawn swords and insulted in the open day, as
would appear by representations that I caused to be made to you on the
occasion. But after such an insult, and till we can be secured from future
ones by some satisfactory means, I cannot think of returning 1o the
place, {ill T receive such satisfaction or further orders from the Governor
and Council of Bombay. In the meantime I shall commit no manner of
hostility at vour Bar of any kind. I should be glad to have a trusty
person from you, with whom I could confer; or you may let me know
through Mr. Erskine what security you can give us in case of our return
to free us from personal insult; and then I shall determine accordingly;
and let me advise you to act in such manner as may tend to prescrve the
fricndship with you; and indeed we should not much doubt of your incli-
nations to us, was you invested with the authority [as] a Governor of
Surat ought to be. As Mr. Erskine has some necessaries to send me and
the rest of the Gentlemen, if you expect to have your Bar kept open, you
will permit of entire liberty thereto and to our affairs in general.

Peaceful
infentions

Bonibay Grab in Sural Road, 3rd February, 1759 (1755-59, S. I'. 14) 1759
Lctter fo Sydi Ahmad.

I have already by a letier now sent to Mr. Erskine desired him to Pretextfor
explain to you the motives of our leaving the town; and if you are de- leaving ihe
sirous of our peaceable refurn, you will cause such security to be given town
us against future insults, and redress for those we have already sufiered,
as shall be to our entire satisfaction. I am sorry that after I had agreed
to the visit you was so desirous of (only leaving it to you and the Nawab
to settle the days proper) that such hostile preparations were so indus-
triously carried on, and such daily reports spread to our prejudice on
account of preparations said to be making at Bombay, on account of
which I had repeated information that chaukis were intended to be
put on our factories. This would have been a strange step, and what
we could in no shape give ear to, only from the repeated violences that
have for sormic time past been committed against us without redress.

Our meeting might possibly have put these affairs on a proper footing;
but, as on the way to our garden our dependants were yesterday publicly
insulted in the streets by people belonging to the Castle, as you will know
from a representation I caused to be made last night at the Darbar, this
fresh insult, added to the reports of the ill designs against us and the
hostile preparations making by you, has determined me to retire to the
Bar, till I can be assured of our returning to the town with reputation to
ourselves and affairs, which I doubt not you will use proper methods to
procure us. We shall not commit any hostility at the Bar or interrupt Peaceful
the trade of the place at all, unless you compel us to it; for, as I have eniion
represented these affairs to Bombay, I shall wait orders from thence
for my proceedings, unless Achind in the meantime puts things regarding
us on a footing entirely to our satisfaction. Having left Mr. Erskine
in charge of the Factory and effects, we expect no fresh disgust is given
either to him or any belonging to us. We have no hostile attempt in
view to prejudice the city or inhabitants, whose rights and privileges we
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have always and shall be rather ready to maintain as far as in us les,

You Wll} act in suph a manner as shall not increase the difference between
us by giving entire currency to our business and affairs in general.

1759 Bombay Grab in Surat Road, 4th Februay , 1759 (1758-59, S. F
Hostages Arrived at the Bar from Bombay theyHibernig, Capta’in ]oh.nzglack-
ford, with that part of Achind's family that had been left at Bombay;
but, as the Hon’ble Governor and Council did not know we were actually
retired from the town when they sent them, and that we should leave
a Gentleman in the Factory during the course of the expedition, the
famﬂ}{ was kept on board, and Mr. Erskine advised of it, that he might
acquaint Achind in a proper manner; and that, as things were circumstan-
ced, it would be necessary to detain the whole or at Jeast some of the family
to be answerable for the security of Mr. Erskine's person and our Factory
and effects.
Achind The Chief this day received advice from Mr. Erskine that, at the
put off request of Achind, the Modi had been sent to him, That Achind expres-
- sed his concern that he was so little confided in that our departure was not
hinted to him; that he himself had little reason to be satisfied with the
Sidi, and that he [dckind] was ready to enter into engagements with us;
only he desired to be satisfied what we could promise on his own behalf;
that he [Erskine] had waved discussing these points, advising Achind
he was not authorised to answer them; but that he would send either
Achind’s letter to the Chief, or any message he had to send.

1759 Bombay Grab in Surat Road, 6th February, 1759 (1758-59, S. F. 14)
Achind’s This day at noon received from Mr. Erskine a letter of the 5th,
anxiety chiefly advising of Achind’s uneasiness about his family and of his inten-
tions of sending people to them. ' i
" By the return of Achind’s message the Chief wrote to Mr. Erskine
to acquaint Miah Achind that his family should be treated with the
greatest respect, and that he [the Chief] should not be averse to part
with the women and children and some of the others, but that some of

the principals must stay till our affairs were adjusted.

Bombay Grab in Surat Road, Tth February, 1759 (1758-59, S. F. 14)

A nephew of Achind’s, named Mir Mossum, being onc of the family
who ex-

on the Hibernia, came this day on board the Grab to the Chicl, e
plained to him the situation of affairs in town and the reasons of t ]xcx{
detention, and gave him hopes of its not being of long duration, but tha
it must a good deal depend on the part Achind acted, to whom he was
permitted to send a messenger, and he went away well satisfied.

; 58-59, S. I, 14)
Bombay Grab in Surat Road, 8th February, 1759 (1758-59, )
Aclzz‘lf;lgz Ome‘,. Erskine advises that Achind is very uncasy at the dcte?;rizr:
anxiety of his family, and that Mir Kutb-ud-din, the Nawab's eldest son,t send:
a trusty man and requests the women and children may be scn} i
as they suffer by the detention; and he will answer with his life tha
insult shall happen to the Factory.

i i ind he
i jef wrote Mr. Erskine to apprise Achind
e e e a2 b pe bly could in regard to his family and

on retumn of the messengers.

Hostages

1759
Hostages

Clief’s : .
Pmm{sc would oblige him as far as he posst
in other respects, as he would know
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bay Grab in Surat Road, 9th February, 1759 (1758-59, S. F. 14) 1759
Bom’rﬁ)is day the agents from Achind and the Sidi met with the Chief Achind
on the Grab, to whom he set forth the insults we had received from time g;g; pus
to time; that the Chief had hopes on his arrival that he should have had off
opportunities of setting matters right; m§tead qf which, fresh 1n.su.1ts
had been offered; and that, therefore, finding so little prospect of living
with any degree of credit, we had been obliged to jcake this step _of retir-
ing to the Bar; and that we had advised our Superiors of our having done
it and should soon receive their orders; and that, if in the meantime
they could give us sufficient satisfaction for what had passed and secu-
rity for the future, it is possible we might return as soon as we heard from
Bombay. They assured the Chief there would not be the least room.for Offess of
complaint in future; and for what was passed, especially in respect to peace
the murder of our people, they would cut off any two men we would
pitch on as the perpetrators of that act; that they would dismiss the
people that insulted Edul Dada, and in short would give us every satis-
faction we could desire. The Chief urged then their making hostile pre- 7,
parations round our Factory and the Sidi's securing the boats, so that Chief’s
we could not get water, etc. from the town, and assured them tl}at, if policy
this was not put a stop to, he would directly stop the Bar and distress
the town all he could; otherwise he would wait quietly till he heard from
Bombay; and that, as they now know part of his complaints, it would
behove them to return to town and see them removed as speedily as
possible; which being done in a manner satisfactory to him, he might
on his receiving answers from Bombay possibly return to town, but not
till then. This they seemed satisfied with, and it served our purpose of
gaining time, and so not alarming them too much previous to our fleet’s
coming; and as Achind’s family on board the Hibernia are several of 4iling
them, especially the women and children, ill of fevers, and some of them %ostages
have the small pox, and the loss of any of them might exasperate Achind
so much as to throw him entirely into the hands of the Sidi, and besides
throw reflections on us, the agent of Achind was told that the women
and children should go with him to town, and in short all the family, but
Mir Mossum, whom he should choose to keep with him; and insinuated
privately to Achind’s messenger that our regard to him and his family

induced us to take this step; and we have hopes that this measure will
detach him entirely from the Sidi.

The messengers in the afternoon went on board the Hibernia in order
to proceed to town to-morrow with Achind’s family,

Bombay Grab in Surat Road, 9th February, 1759 (1758-59, S. F. 14)
Letter from Surat.

The Chief received a letter from Mr. Erskine of this date, advising Disguiet-
that it is talked in town that the Sidi and Marathas, through the means ing news
of Muncher, are about to enter into a league to divide the revenues of

the place between them and act in conjunction to exclude Achind and
OppOSe Our IMmeasures,

1759

Bombay Grab in Surat Road, 10th February, 1759 (1758- 1759
The Chief wrote Mr. Erekine, 4 (1768-59, S. F. 14)

. . . The
: ! acquainting him with the light he had ¢y
put things in to the messengers; and that he had plac: ngur're"'-'-_'« -dcz‘gle{f:acy
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principally to the late insults to us, and not to anythi In view
about which he had not opened himself at all toytthexenmg Zf)rh igoltgc;qi‘:ﬁ
our vessels were actually arrived; noticed to him the ’Bombay advices
gnd his fear that the springs would be lost; that the Chief gave the agents

opes of our return, if everything was made agreeable to Mr. Erskine and
us here, as soon as we had our answers from Bombay. .

Bombay Grab in Surat Road, 11th February, 1759 (1 758-59, S

The Fox and Squirrel Ketches retmjfned frox(n their ’statig; {){2 St.
John without having seen anything of the fleet expected from Bombay.
However, tha_lt no time night be lost, the vessels now at the Bar are or-
dered to be lightened in such a manner as to be ready to go over the Bar
at an hour’s warning.

Various reports having prevailed that Damaji’s agent, this way, by

name Khanderao, was tampering with the Sidi, and a message coming
from Appaji, the agent of Nana in Surat, with a letter to the same pur-
pose, the Chief wrote them both as follows, and directed Jagannath to
write in his own name to Khanderao, with whom he is closely connected
and has some influence.
- The Chief received sundry letters from Mr. Erskine under the 9th,
10th and this date, advising of Achind’s uneasiness at first on account
of his family and of his satisfaction at last on their being released; that
he (Achind) gave hints how easy it would be for us to carry what he judges
we have in view, did we but join him; when we, without, and he, within,
could soon effect everything; but, as we cannot assure him certainly of
the part we propose acting by him, it will be better to keep him in sus-
pense as long as we can, lest he is thrown thereby into the arms of the
Sidi. Achind will at all events secure the FFactory from insult.

Bombay Grab in Surat Road, 11ih February, 1759 (1758-59, S. F. 14)
John Spencer to Khanderao.
To Khaunderao, the agent of Damagji in Surat. ‘
After arriving here I have not received any letter from you, which
I wonder at, as correspondence keeps up friendship, and yours will always
be agreeable to me. From Surat I learn that you have intentions of
assisting our enemy, and that your inclinations are that way; which is
also confirmed to me by those of Nana’s fleet at the Bar; which much
surprises me, that, being our friend, you should act such a part, where-
as true friendship should prompt you to act otherwise. It has pleased

. < not

God that between Nana, the subahdar (his master) and us there js no
difference; and our friendship should prompt us to assist one
e o you this trouble that you may attend to

; fore it occasions Ly &
?I?iztgflg Jtz}éirgssist our enemy; for by such assistance you will incur the
displeasure of Nana and the subahdar, and your intcrest In the con;cr;xg
you have in the city will have an end put to them. It isthe pqlr}t o }(i) \
friend to advise another of anything that may be productive of 11. to ! rt’o
I for that reason thus advise you of all particulars. By dec mimg',.m‘
assist our enemy, what you are justly entitled to, will be continuec (‘u‘ 1“: -
out diminution, What is really in your heart communicate to me as ¢
friend, which is the way to convince of your {riendship to us.
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Bombay Grab in Surat Read, Hth February, 1759 (1758-59, S. F. 1) 1759
l: Spencer fo Appajipant. _

Jo 1 n{cd\'cd \'ourf{ril’)-nfdlv Jetter and observed its contents, and Nathu- Piploma

ruma has informed me of evervthing; but Teannot give ear to such things;, ¢ letter

nor is it proper for me o reply to them. I have communicated cvery-

thing to Nathy, who will inform yvou.  As there is not the least differ-

ence between us and Nana, vou will act as a friend in all things, that |

mav notice i 1o Nana, who will show vou favonr accordingly. Lot me

have vour further reply to this, when you shall hear further from me.

Jagannath sends his compliments to von, has received your letter and

replics to it by Nathurama, who will communicate everything to you.

Rombay Grab in Surat RKoad, 12t February, 1759 (1758-59, S. I, 1) 1:"5_9
This morning the Chief received letters from Achind and the Sidi, Iriendly

accompanying boats with cattle and sundry other refreshments for our crenties

use at the Bar.  They notice that a person will be shortly sent down with

their resolves in conseguence of the Chief's representation by their messen-

gers, and they strenuonsly invite him to return and assure him that every-

thing shall be satisfactory to him.

The Chief also received advice on the 11th from Mr. Erskine that the
messengers, first sent him, had been with him to convince him that no
hindrance had been put to the boats we wanted, or preparations made
against the Factory; that they are consulting to send the Nawab's eldest
son to invite {he Chief ashore, and that Chellabi will retum to the Bar the
12th.

The Chief wrote Mr. Erskine at noon, advising him to manage so Diplo-
as to put off Mir Kutb-ud-din's (the Nawab's eldest son) visit, if it is "%
really intended, as it may bring on an explanation sooner than we intend;
that the Chief will write complaisant letters in reply to both Achind and
the Sidi, but will not be definitive with either of them.

. By the return of the Government's people the Chicf wrote to the Profracte
Sidi and Achind letters as mentioned to Mr. Erskine, chiefly calculated S*SPense

to keep both parties in suspense, and indeed at present they scem to be
lulled into an entire security.

In the evening the "l‘igcr Schooner returned from Bombay, by which Letter
[wwe] received the following letter from the Hon'ble President and Council /7™

of Box:;bay and duplicate of their advices by the fleet, which is not yet Bombay
arrived.

This is dispatched by an express boat purposcly to advise you that Bombay
such a marine and military force as can possibly be spared from the forees se
Island will proceed this evening to the Bar with Faris Khan, in order to
fix him in Surat, conformable to the instructions which have been given
the Chief by the Select Committee, and concerning which we shall acquaint
you fully by our vessels. Bombay Castle, 8th February, 1758.

At 8 at night the Chief apprised Mr. Erskine of the advices from Prepara-
Bombay, that he might inform our partisans to keep up their spirits and %"
to assure them that no time should be lost; and for that purpose we were
preparing to enter the river; authorised him to entertain more sepoys, as
the number from Bombay was less than expected.
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1759 Bombay Grab in Surat Road, 13th Februar
. ’ d, , 1759 (1758-59, S.
5%%?; Bar 1;111113 agcter.;(t)gnbthe Gr?b Fox, quh%al, etc. (vessels s’a‘islef .fr{)ﬁx the
Par, - r:g(;edings. umas, from whence the Chief apprised Mr. Erskine

1759 Bombay Grab tn Surat Road, 14th February, 1759 1 5. g
Alm;n”w; Mr. Erskine advises that Achind senty to the (I\{ff)fif dzids bghﬁ sent
wral Mr., Ers_kme word that the Sidi threw on him, Achind,’ the blame of our
proceedmgs; and that, therefore, he waved sending Kutb-ud-din, his eldest
som, lest it should a_dd to the Sidi’s suspicions of him, thougf) he com-
plained he had received as yet nothing satisfactory from us regarding
himself; that his inclination was towards us, and he would join us on propcbr
assurances, and at all events was desirous of remaining neuter; but that
he understood that we were bringing up Faris Khan to introduce him
into the_ government; that, therefore, the world would think him idle
to remain an idle spectator and see his government wrested from him;
and that he expected a writing under the Company’s scal should be givcn'
him, when he would most readily and willingly join us; that the report
of the fleet’s arrival had alarmed them in town and caused the Sidi to
reinforce his bunder and the Athwa Gate, and draw his other people
to his own house and the Castle; that by the best account he can get ihe
Sidi has got about 2,000 men in all his places. He encloses a letter from
Achind much to the same purport as his message; he adds the Sidi has
mounted some guns at his bunder, but has not yet seized our gardens.

The  The Chief wrote Mr. Erskine an answer to the above, acquainted
pgfttefo} him we were getting the Grab, etc. into the Toddy Bank channel, but
ot :g’ion that both the wind and springs failed us; however that we persevered;
mentioned the arrival of one of the fleet at the Bar; that he would desire
Achind to have patience a few days, till we had orders from Bombay,

when the Chief would be clear with him; to assure him we wished him

well and, therefore, advised him to be quiet; and to insinuate also as

of himself that our force was such as rendered it necessary to be careful

in what manner he acted; for it was not very material to us which side

he chose further than as the Chief wished, for his own sake, it would be

ours; that as soon as our people were at hand, the Chief would answer

his letter ; desired Mr. Erskine, if Faris Khan was actually coming up,

as Achind said, to know of him, on what footing the Nawab would in-

troduce him into town.

1759 Bombay Grab in Surat Road, 14th February, 1759 (1758-34, S. I. 14)

Bombay fo Sural.
Arrived at the Bar the fleet from Bombay.

Flect

Faris Agrecable to what we have advised you by an express boat, we now
Xhan dispatch such a marine and military force witl I'aris Khan to the Bar,
(where we conclude all of you but one are retired to) as we hape, with
the assistance of his party in Surat, will quickly enable you to fix him in
the Darbar and to take possession of the Castle and tankha for our
Hon'ble Masters, or at least to get him appointed Naib to Miah Achind,
agreeable to the proposals which have beer made by his fricnds thfou;:h‘
: the Chief to the Sclect Committee, as circumsfances may permit ‘cm the
Ao:g;qigs arrival of our forces. But considering on the ill treatment we have for 4
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long time received from the Government of Surat and the Sidi in pa’rti~
cular, as, well as the favourable prospect of cstablishing our Hon ble
Masters’ affairs on a good footing at this juncture, from our being cnabled
to send all our marine force with eight hundred regulars and fiftcen
hundred sepoys, exclusive of His Majesty’s detachment of artillery, on
account of the squadron under Vice Admiral Pocock being at this Presi-
dency, and having likewise great reason to think we shall have the coun-
tenance of some of the men-of-war at the Bar, we rely on your exerting
vourselves in the most vigorous manner for reaping the advantage of the
present happy juncture for getting possession of the Castle and tankha for
our Hon’ble Masters and fixing Faris Khan in the Darbar. But, in case
you have just grounds for thinking you cannot succeed therein, we would
then have you use your interest for his being appointed Naib to Achind,
and putting our Hon'ble Masters’ affairs on the best footing in your power,
doing your utmost to get everything scttled, that you may return our
forces by the time Admiral Pocock leaves this place, which, we conclude,
will be about the beginning of next month; and for your fuller informa-
tion regarding our connection with IFaris Khan, we enclose you a copy
of the treaty concluded with him in March last.

The President has wrote the Nana we should take care to preserve C,O'rw;'}”ﬂ-
his just rights in the revenues of Surat; [we] therefore flatter ourselves g}‘gm,’z as
you will not meet with any impediment from the Marathas; but, should
it prove otherwise, we leave it to you to conduct yourselves towards them
in the best manner you can, observing carcfully to avoid giving them
any just cause for being disgusted at our undertaking.

We think it necessary that you should at all events stop the communi- Blockade
cation of the river with the town to everybody as a means of promoting S*égésted
our success; and should the Dutch make any objection to it, you may ac-
quaint them in particular that it is no more than what they did a few
years since at Benjar; and we hope they will not interfere in our designs;

but, should you have reason to think they do, we refer it to you to oppose
them in such manner as you judge fit.

We have conferred the command of our military forces on Captain In com-
Richard Maitland, who has readily agreed to act in general under the 474 of
directions of the Chief. We make no doubt all disputes will be avoided; the troops
especially you must observethat what relatesto his command inhis military
capacity only will of course rest with him. In case of accident to Captain
Maitland, the next King’s captain will of course be entitled to the com-
mand; and having constituted Captain William Lane provisional com-
mandant of all the infantry belonging to this establishment, we enclose
his commission in order for your delivering it to him. Captain John
Watson, in obedience to our Hon’ble Masters’ commands lately received
has the charge of our marine forces; and for your observation a copy of
his and Captain Maitland’s instructions are enclosed.

Six weeks’ provisions are embarked for the regular troops, and threc Provi-
months’ for the sepoys, and a sufficient quantity of warlike stores, for the 9%
particulars of which we refer you to Lieutenant Edward 'I'umer’, whom Other
we have appointed commissary, and Mr. Hewson his deputy, who must appoir-
be supplied with what money they want for the service; and you are to MenE
appoint a paymaster to pay the Hon’ble Company’s troops such part
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of their pay as may be necessary, also them and the Kine's d
- b , .
their allowance of field batta, conformable to the list in thegpsacliei,c hment

The Revd. Mr. John Howell is ifivested with a proper authority

for acting as judge and advocate, should there be occas: i
) i _ , ion, and Ca
Louis Felix Du Gloss with a commission as engineer. piain

As you will observe the forces serving on the expedition are to have
a gratuity of two lakhs of Rupees, in case of their succeeding in getting
possession of the Castle and tankha for the Hon’ble Company and fixing
Faris Khan in the Darbar; which is to be raised on the inhabitants to
exempt them from plunder or any other violence or irregularity. We
don’t doubt your care to prevent everything of that sort, and in case of
there being any offenders, deliver them to Captains Maitland or Watson,
for being punished as their crimes may deserve.

On your getting possession of the Castle, we would have you im-
mediately to clear a proper area round it, let the houses or buildings
belong to whom they will, signifying to the owners that they shall be
reimbursed by a tax to be levied on the inhabitants in general.

Agreement with Faris Khan coniracied and agreed between the Hon'ble
Richard Bourchier, Esqr. in behalf of the How'ble English East India
Company on one part, and Faris Khan on the other, this 12th day of Marck,
1756,

1st. That the Hon’ble Company’s troops and marine forces shall
put Faris Khan in ‘possession of the government of the city of Surat by
fixing him in the Darbar and supporting him in the same.

2nd. That the Hon’ble Company shall possess the Castle of Surat,
with all its immunities and emoluments, the tankha, etc. whatever the
Sidi is now possessed (of] in Surat and its dependencies.

3rd. That Faris Xhan shall pay the whole expense of the expedi-
tion, for which he binds the phurja or custom-house for security of pay-
ment.
Ath. That the sum of Rupees two lakhs shall be made good and
paid to the commanders and private peoples, both military and marinc,
that they may not plunder nor commit any irregularities; which sum
is to be made good to him, by a vera! laid upon the city, merchants,
shroffs, etc. inhabitants. ‘

5th. That the Water Gate, called Mulla Khadki?® shall at all times
be possessed by the English without molestation from the Government's
officers or scpoys, and that the two gates, one of the inward wall and one
of the outward wall next to the English garden, shall always be free
for the English to come into and go out of at all times without any mo-
lestation. o

Gth. That the Hon'ble Company shall enjoy all the privileges of th(f
Mogul’s royal firman, as amply as they ever enjoyed them, without m;}»
molestation from any of the Government'’s officers cither to their own trade

or any under their protection.

1 Vera: tax, Whitworth. . )
2 Mulla Khadki or lati gate, onc of the twelve gates of the inner wall (Gez. Bomd.

Pres. IIQ 308)'
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7thly and lastly. This contract and agrecment is not intended in
any shape to prejudice the immunities nor indulgences granted by the
Mogul to any other Europeans, ndr to prejudice the Marathas in whatever
contracts or agreements are in force between them and the Government of
Surat: but that Faris Khan shall be obliged to pay them their stipulated
one-third of the revenues of Surat, as has been done for some years past.

Counterpart of this engagement is signed, scaled and exchanged the i‘lfq f};‘;;:/m
day above-mentioned between the contracting partics, the Hon'ble Richard )
Bourchier, Esqr. and Faris Khan.

Bombay Grab in Surat Road, 15th February, 1759 (1758-59, S. I'. 14) 1759

The Chief received foom Mr. Erskine four letters under the 14th and Anxiely
this date, advising that our losing the springs greatly dispirited our party *” Surat
and made them shy, and that the rumours of our fleet arriving had so

far alarmed the Sidi that he was building batteries at his bunder and
palisading a part.

Bombay Grab in Sural Road, 16ih February, 1759 (1758-59, S. F. 14) 1759
The Chief reccived a letter of this date from Mr. Erskine, advising A fairs in

that the Sidi had not yet scized our garden and seemed cautious of giving Surat
the first offence; that he had made a battery of 4 guns at his bunder, and put

some guns into Chellabi’s garden, and had fixed the chain on the other

side the river, ready to bring it over to Chellabi’s garden adjoining to ours;

that every night they have at the bunder and Athwa Gate about 1,500

of his own and Achind’s people; that the Sidi's own family advise him

to give up the Castle, in hopes thereby of preserving to him the tankha;

that Achind seems at a loss how to act, but declares, however, he will

not enter into the Sidi’s measures, and hopes to have a favourable answer

from the Chief, and that the Said and Jafar scem staunch as yet to us.

Also in a short letter of the 16th by a man of Achind’s with refreshments,

he advises of the Sidi’s sending an elephant to Nana.

Bombay Grab in Surat Road, 16th February, 1759 (1758-59, S. F. 14) 1759
The messenger that brought Mr. Erskine’s letter and the refresh- warning

ments from Achind represented to the Chief the distress his Master was in, o Ackind

without provisions, money, or anything to satisfy his troops; that we

might be assured he would not act really against us, whatever he might

do in appearance. This was recommended strenuously to him, and he

was directed to assure Achind that our design was principally against the

Sidi, and that, unless he wanted to draw on his own ruin, he had better

sit quiet and wait the issue, when everything we could consistently do

to oblige him, we would; but that, however, he might do as he pleased,

as we had force sufficient to accomplish whatever we might have in view.

Bombay Grab in Surat Road, 17th February, 1759 (1758-59, S. F. 14) 1759
The Chief received th_is day two letters from Mr. Erskine; one of the Policy
16th and one of the 17th instant, advising of the Sidi’s preparing another ¢f evasion

battery at the upper part of his bunder of 4 guns, and that the Sidi presses
him for a clear answer as to our views.

... Wrote Mr. Erskine in reply that, on all future applications from the Ofering
Sidi or any one else, to refer them to the Chief, who was now come so 20,000 Rs
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Achind protested and swore he knew not, nor was accessary to our designs,

making the usual excuses about his want of money, the large arrcars

duc to his people, etc., assuring him that he would never side with his

enemies, but at the same time declined sending any of his sons to the

bunder, where, he said, he would rather go himself than send any of

them. Achind, I suppose, at last proposed calling a general council of the 4 meeting
merchants, and sending deputics from them to you to make up the affair,

as the town would be ruined if the Mocha ships lost their scason.

This assembly was accordingly called in the evening, and about 7, 4 qutestion
the Nawab’s arisbegee,! Said Abdullah’s munshi, and Girderlal's and
Laldas’s came to me, as deputed from the merchants, to ask the reason
of your leaving the place, ctc., etc.; that, as such a large force of ours
was come into the river and daily approaching, it behoved them to take
care of the city, part of the wall of which being within our gardens,
they must send people there to guard; but [they] desired I would first
remove any cfiects, etc. that were there, that, if anything was lost, they
might not afterwards be blamed. I told them I had no power to give Erskine's
any answer or enter into any discussion on the subject, you having after reply
your departure only wrote me to remain in, and take care of, the I'actory;
that as to the gardens, I could not remove anything, and they might do
as they pleased; but, as you had yet committed no hostility, they would
do well to consider whether this would not be looked on as one. They ,4,,.
said it was true you had not committed any open hostility, but what crans’
were they to judge from so large a force hourly approaching, which might complaint
enter the town without committing any hostility, if not opposed; and
that they could not be blamed for taking care of the town on the approach
of so large an armed force, when they knew not what was intended.

This moming I received your letier by Achind’s people, the trans- Prevari-
lating of which into Persian has nonplussed me a good deal, as it is in cation
eflect Prevaricating; and the Modi tells me he is certain Achind will never Faris
enter into any agreement for anything less than the government; and Khaw's
exclusive of that, you may give Faris Khan what you please. I have "¢
wrote him a pretty full letter, but ambiguous, and can hardly guess how
he will act. I have mentioned the delivery of the gates in the letter,
which I shall seal with the Company’s seal, it being in your name. I am
doubtful he may side with the Abyssinian, but cannot be certain; only
I think I am certain, whether he does or not, his sons will not let him
enter into negotiations to hold any place under Faris Khan.

Surat, 19th February, 1759 (1758-59, S. F. 14) 1759
Conference with the deputies sent from town. :

The deputies’ errand was to little more purpose than to know what gyasions
we really wanted and to make a proposal for the Sidi possessing our and
garden; to which last and his stopping our jamadars much disgust was Vweats
shown by the Chief; but, as it is yet unnecessary to explain what we
have in view to them, they were told to assure the merchants in general
that what we had in view would not hurt them, but be for their benefit,
and that out of regard to them we had hitherto forborne violence; but
that, if our garden was seized on, we should look on it as a commence- -

1 Agent,
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ment of hostilities and stop the trade of the place di 4 i

Chellabi’s ships at the Bar, which they were cIesI;refie’c(;I gﬁgﬂii’xﬂ% scem—2
cerned }Vlth;’ that, as the Chief was to act in concert with the ofﬁcersogf
His Majesty’s fleet and forces, he would acquaint them (the officers] with
the message, and after consulting them, acquaint the town with his re-
Z?clgl?'t To :51}51 .Saicill’ls man, orlle of them, the Chief was in private more

cit; and this will serve to keep all parties in ill w
to commence our operations withpeﬁeclz. uspense, tillweare ready

Surat, 19th February, 1758 (1759-59, S. F. 14)

At a council of war it was resolved this evening that the camp should
remove to-morrow morning just beyond  Umra, a more convenient place
than the present for the people, and proper also for covering the vessels
n passing those shoals.

Bombay Grab in Surat Road, 20th February, 1759 (1758-59, S. F. 1d)

The Chief had this day a meeting with the Diwan of Naropant,
who acquainted the Chief that a large body of men under one Jeswantrao
was coming this way at the desire of the President, and (the Diwan]
desired to know where they should join us. The Chief waved the offer
1n as easy terms as he could, telling him, till he had proper orders from the
President, he could not accept assistance.

Surat, 20th February, 1769 (1758-59, S. F. 14)

This morning early the troops moved from the camp at Dentilauri,
intending to proceed to the ground just above Umra; but about 9 o’clock
the Chief received notice from Captain Maitland by Captain Pemble
that, having fixed on a more proper place near the Dutch gardens at
Athwa, he proposed moving thither, as that camp would serve for all
purposes to cover their approaches to the town; and at the same time
notice coming from Captain Watson that the provision boats could not
pass Umra in time for the people’s victuals, the Chief directed every vessel
in the river to dress what they could, and send it to the camp for the day;
and while he was on the river, a great firing being heard, and a rcport
brought that our people were engaged, he went directly to them and found
they had marched the whole body to reconnoitre the walls near Majura
Gate; which had occasioned the town to fire on them; and our people
returned [the firc] with the howitzers and ficld-pieces; but, as it would
answer no purpose to expose the people, no attack having been intended
or preparations made for it, they were marched off to the camp, as was
first proposed; we had one sepoy wounded in this approach to the walls.

Surat, 22nd February, 1759 (1758-59, S. I. 14) .
Received letters from Mr. Erskine of the 21st instant, advising that
the Factory continucd to be surrounded, and that the Sidi had cqmplnm:
ed of his engaging sepoys in the Factory; that they were mounting guus
at our gardens in a line along the river, and that there is a prospect of
Achind’s joining the Sidi; that he thinks we have nothing for it now ‘lm}
mere force; and that the sooner that is used the better; that he has sent

1 Probably Dumnas.
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for people to deliver the circular letters to, and that those to the Maratha
Pandits are already delivered.!

Surat, 23rd February, 1759 (1758-59, S. I. 1) 1759
Achind’s man, who was sent into town to know why the former man Achind's

had not returned, came back again, and promises that he will act the reguest

part we wish him to do and not join the Sidi, and hopes he shall be satis-

fied by the Chief as to the part we will act by himself and family. He

is detained with us some time, and sent with a message couched in general

terms, but without coming to particulars.

Bombay Grab in Surat Road, 23rd February, 1759 (1758-59, S. F. 14 1759
Message from Damaji's agent.

This day a messenger came to the Chief from Madhavrao, Damaji's Damaji
agent, who assures him, in answer to the circnlar letters to him and weniral
Appaii, that they will not take any step to prejudice our affairs ; which
the Chief advised them to persist in, as a contrary conduct would put a
stop to the rights they have in Surat, which otherwise we had no interest
to prejudice.

Surat, 24th February, 1759 (1758-59, S. I, 14) 1759
This day the army moved to Athwa and cncamped necar to the Opera-

river just by the Dutch gardens, a place proper for supporting the bat- fions

teries proposed to be erected against the city-walls; and it was agreed that gg"f"‘“

on the morrow very carly our troops should dislodge the Sidi’s people e

from the French gardens in order to ercct batteries there against the

place, it being very proper for that purpose, with a proper hollow way to

cover the troops that were to support the batteries in case of a sally from

t}l:e enemy, and the small bomb-vessels being at hand were to support
them.

Surat, 26th February, 1759 (1758-59, S. F. 14) 1759

This morning early our people marched up and took possession of French
the French gardens and have been employed in erecting batteries there. §arden

Surat, 27th February, 1759 (1758-59, S. F. 14) 1759
Received this morning from Mr. Erskine two letters of yesterday’s Situation

date; one advising of a sally the Sidi proposed making on our troops; ** Swrat

that the delivery of the circular letters? has caused a good deal of noise

in town, and that the Sidi was endeavouring to get certificates from the

merchapts, cxpressing their satisfaction at his conduct, but that the

Chellabis, Saids had declined signing them; he imagines our partisans

will not show themselves till we are got within the outward walls.

Surat, 27th February, 1759 (1758-59,S. F. 1
The Clief to Sidi Hilal. K 1799
As you bear the character in the world of a wise man, it i
. , 1t is the reason 77
that without reserve I address myself to you. You must be sensible angc:flfsm
1 See lefters of the 20d Feb: i i
on the occasion of the Chief’s %er;;l:t}:x’r; ifgﬁxaggﬁziscd o Miah Achind and others

2 The letters left by the Chief with Mr. Erski Snoli i
Factors left the town. ~Sce letters, dated Surat 2?1{21’ ggg?ustfr}; Iigo%“;h Chict and
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that it is the inattention of the ‘sons of Sidi Masud that has compelled
us to act in the manner we are preparing to do; and unless people of yvour
prudence interpose, the Sidi’s name may entirely go away, as nothing
supports it at Underi or Rajapur but our good offices. Our ‘batterics
and bombs being now ready to .operate with efiect, I give you this
warning, that you may take your option of these two alternatives; if you
do not choose to deliver the Castle up to us directly, you will shortly
by our bombs be buried under its ruins with your garrison and effects,
or be blown up in the air and fall a sacrifice'; but, if you deliver up the
Castle and stores in it to us, you shall have your property and effects
secured to you, and your garrison their arrears of pay made good to them,
and employment in our troops, and you yourself shall have my firm pro-
mise to be employed in such mannér as.shall be most agreeable to you
at Bombay or this place, and as a mark of the whole Company's friend-
ship and esteem you shall be paid the sum of ten thousand (10,000)
Rupees,! which sum may perhaps be augmented, if you show yourself
ready to serve us, you are sensible-and have often expressed it that
the indiscretion of Sidi Masud’s family would ruin the Sidi’s name. It is
true the whole place is ready to act against them, and you and the Sidi’s
name will go away in this city, unless you by your prudent and instan-
taneous resolves in our favour preserve our Iriendship, which is the
only way to preserve the Sidi’s name. You know the Castle the Sidi
has no right to; it is a usurpation, and was productive of terrible conse-
quence to the place. If we have not your answer to this in two hours,
operations will be commenced; and then the friendly sums I now offer
will not be in our power.

Surat, 29th February, 1759 (1758-569, S. F. 14)

This day the engineer employed in erecting the battery, and the
people [employed this day] in landing two of the 24 pounder guns, with
the thirteen inch mortar; all which were mounted. Two six pounders
were brought and played from the battery to silence that of the Sidi’s,
and at ten in the evening the 13 inch mortar played on the Castle. Dur-
ing these two days several of the cotton balesused at the battery to cover

our people have taken fire.

Surat, 28th February, 1759 (1768-59, S. F. I4)

This morning the 24 pounders being mounted on the battery play-
ed very briskly on the outward wall and battery of the encmy in our
garden, and towards noon Captain I'unge with a subaltern and about
60 men went through the ¥rench gardens, on a report of a pmc:hcnl.)‘lc:
breach being made, to observe it and try if the place conld be cntcn'::l,
but they were so warmnly received by the encmy, who galled them so much
from their loopholes, that they were obliged to retreat.

Surat, Ist March, 1759 (1758-59, S. T 14 o . .
t Very early this moming the Chief sent M. Erskine notice of “‘hr..

attack and desired him to spirit up the partisans of Faris Khan to f-iwrt

themselves, and last night Faris Khan sent in & man for this purpose.

1 Sce Gazsetleer Bombay Presidency, 11, 126, note,
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Agreeable to the plan of yesterday, the vessels weighed before day,
and moored close to the chain in their proper stations, and began firing
on the cnemy with great resohition and bravery, which was warmly
returned by them, and at the same time the batteries flanked the enemy
verv briskly: between 7 and 8 the signal was made for the troops to put
ofi, which was done with great alertness and resolution under the conduct
of Captain William Lane, They linded and drove the enemy from their
bunder batteries and Chellabi's and our gardens, and took possession of
the outward wall to the Athwa Gate, which we set open, the whole of
the Sidi's having retired to the inner town.

Surat, Ist AMarch, 1758 (1758-59, S. I'. 1) ‘ _

A place being fixed on for erecting a battery against the inner wall,
the old battery is ordered to be removed thither, but our people being a
good deal fatipued with this morming's work, some respite is necessary
for them.

None of the partisans of Faris Khan have shown themselves as might
have been expected on this occasion; but Miah Achind sent out a person
of his to congratulate the Chicf on his success, to assure him of his attach-
ment to the Company in all respects, and offering a gate if we will assure
him of the nawabship; but, as we are so far advanced, it is better casily
to decline his offer for the present. Mr Erskine writes that the Sidi’s
people had suffered a good deal the last two days, and many of his princi-
pal people deserted him ; but he was endeavouring to keep up their
spirits by paying them their arrcars of pay. In his last letter he says
that both the Sidi’s and Achind’s Diwans are, according to advice sent
him, gone out to tamper with the body of Marathas and, it's said, offer
them half the revenues to assist them in driving out the English; but the
calling in the Marathas would be a step so disagrecable to the town that
they had sent to the Portuguese Director {o become a mediator; but he

refused, unless the first step on their side would be to deliver up the
Castle.

At night the Chief wrote Mr. Erskine in substance as follows : that,
if Faris Khan's partisans will sccure the Majura Gate and be there with
a proper force themselves to join us, it would be well; for that, if they
do not exert themsclves now to the purpose, agreeable to their engage-
ments, they may overset our business and oblige us to pursue measures
that may not be agreeable to our inclinations; that therefore, if they want
Faris Khan, they must exert themselves; that Achind had offered the
Chief a gate, though he is at the same time tampering with the Marcihas
who have no longer ago than this afternoon been offering s their sames:
that the Chief is advised from good authority these pzssic hzie Naza's
orders not to obstruct us in any shape, but that them i =g t: :
to such fellows, but that at best they are arrant poiirooms, 5o that no
harm can happen from them; however they are rizsed o

Between 11 and 12 at night Wali-ullah czoe
the Chief on the part of Sidi Jafar, When £

AU

they had shown so little attention to oo or 3

-

remonstrated that all the women of 12e 7
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sons that both he and Jafar were now desirous only of Faris Khan’s
coming in as Naib to ‘Achind, but not as Nawab; but that in that they
would join heart and hand. As this was a thing so foreign to their first
declarations, and this 'man is of a very indifferent character, the Chief
only expressed his surprise at what passed, and desired him to explain
to Sidi Jafar his astonishment at such procedure, to tell him that the
force we had was sufficient to answer the purposes they were first desirous
of; ﬂ}at we should soon be ready to act with effect; and, therefore, desir-
ed him to return to Sidi Jafar and acquaint the Chief to-morrow night
with the result; that their honour was engaged to Faris I(han, whom the
Chief would acquaint in the moming with what has passed.

1759 Surat, Ist March, 1759 (1758-59, S. F. ‘14)
Offers of The Diwan of Naropant, in command of the fleet at the Bar, and
help Jeswantrao and Krishnajipant,-in colmmand of the forces adjacent to
Surat, came this afternoon chiefly to see what was doing, and to endeav-
our to prevail on the Chief to admit them as partners. But this was
waved in an easy manner; and complaisant letters wrote them, had cau-
tioned them not to think of advancing towards the place; for our people
would certainly fire on any body of men that came too near them.

“.Khan's The Chief this day represented in the strongest terms to Faris Khan
a1ty the necessity there was for his partisans to exert themselves, who had
hitherto taken very little notice of him or us.

1759 Swrat, 8nd March, 1759 (1758-59, S. F. 14)
Offers of This morning a rumour was spread that a large body of Maratha
help horse were approaching our first battery, but it only proved a few horse-
men from their army with an officer to make a fresh tender of their
services, which was repeatedly urged by them and as repeatedly declined
by us, it neither being for our interest nor the interest of the place, which

they would certainly plunder, if once admitted.

F. Khan Late at night Wali-ullah came, agreeable to appointment, an’d con-
notwanted firmed to the Chief that Jafar himself, and those of fnrls.kha'n s par-
as Nawab ticans who invited him up, were rather desirous of seeing him Naib and

the nawabship in Achind’s family; and when the Chief urged how little
satisfactory if could be to Faris Khan, after the hopes they and his pnftyz'
had given him, he urged that the government could better be C-'If'”;.’(‘
on for the good of the town this way; and all, any way attached to t 15
families of the former Governors, were very desirous of having it so, an

that Faris Khan should be Naib in its {full extent.

af, & farch, 1759 (1758-59, S. F. 1) ) .
F.Ix‘l};f’z > n’tl"h?sr dm?)lrflgng’ receive(d two letters {rom D’Ir giirs;lkme, chiefly com-
party plaining of the want of warmth in aris Khan’s friends. .
But our proceedings must in a good measure depend on the v:slnc.} r:
Taris Khan’s endeavours, who has hopes of a gate llcxnglo;jfnc: r:nlc ;
night; and if that miscarries, it 1s.res’olvcd to act in t!}c west mn
we can {or the Company and put him in as a\‘:nlz to Achind. y
The Chief had then a meeting with Faris Khan, whosz Qg,rntwﬂiizxifn

E. Khar's ted with Maulji, the sepoy-officer in the Company’s pay ¢

proposal cOncer



DAMAJIRAO 1732-1768 149

the town, to open the gate at midnight, which is nearest to the place
where our troops are; but he can give no assurance wl_mt morc people
would join in our favour, as Sidi Jafar angl Wali-ullah, in w].mm he had
placed his greatest hopes, had much deccived him. The Chief told him
he would propose the thing to the officers directly. ‘

The Chief then went to the garden-house, where a council of war Council of
was held, and where the whole was laid before the officers that compos- war
ed it, who were of opinion that with our force it would be imprudent
to accept of the gate offered, unless they could be assured of a stronger
party in favour of Faris Khan than he scemed to have.

The Chief informs the Board that finding the friends of Faris Khan, Change of
notwithstanding the hope they had given him, made not the least effort plan
in his behalf, even now that we have been two days in possession of the
Sidi’s bunder and part of the qutward town, but even signified to him
(the Chief) that through the instances of the women of Safdar Khan’s
family, they rather wished Iaris Khan to be Naib, and that the nawab-
ship should be continued in the family of Achind, the same is taken into
consideration; and weighing well these circumstances, our expense of
stores and loss of men by casualties of war and desertion, and that a
council of war had declined accepting of a gate of the town that was
offered to be opened in the night, as noticed in our diary, agreed that we
no longer persist in introducing Faris Khan into the Darbar against the
inclinations of his former partisans and the interest of Achind, who in
such a case, being united with the Sidi, might possibly prostrate our
designs, but that we fix him Naib to Achind, agreeable to the permission
in our instructions from the Presidency, and get over Achind to our
party by assuring him of the nawabship. The Chief, therefore, pro-
poses the setting on foot a treaty with Miah Achind, obliging him to
accept of the articles executed with the noble President and Council
of Bombay by Faris Khan, which is unanimously agreed to, and will
answer everything to be wished for the interest of our Hon’ble Masters.

Surat, 4h March, 1759 (1758-59, S. F. 14) 1759

Very early this morning word was brought that the Athwa Gate Auack on
was set open by the people of Maulji; and the Chief ordered Captain Surat
Watson to get the seamen and possess themselves of it at all events,
and apprise the commanding officer of the military of it, who with the
rest of the Gentlemen of the military most readily consented to march
thither; but left the gate which was shut before our people got thither,
and Maulji joined our troops with near 300 of his sepoys.

This determined the Chief to set on foot the correspondence propos- Message
ed with Achind, whose man coming to the gardens very early this mor- ‘o Achind
ning with assurances of friendship, etc., the Chief told him the first instance
of it must be setting open the inner gate, sending Mr. Erskine to us, and
accepting of the articles then delivered, or that we should immediately
batter the Darbar about his ears. He went in with the propositions ;
and about ten o’clock Wali-ullah and some other officers of Achind’s
came out with the treaty executed, as entered here after, and advised
us the gate was rgaady, whenever we chose to enter it, and that the Nawab
was ready to join us with his troops, as soon as we entered, or to afford

any assistance in his power that we were desirous of, to reduce the Sidi
to our terms. '
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sons that both he and Jafar were now desirous only of Faris Khan's
coming in as Naib to "Achind, but not as Nawab; but that in that they
would join heart and hand. As this was a thing so foreign to their first
declarations, and this 'man is of a very indifferent character, the Chief
only expressed his surprise at what passed, and desired him to explain
to Sidi Jafar his astonishment at such procedure, to tell him that the
Iorce we had was sufficient to answer the purposes they were first desirous
of; tl}at we should soon be ready to act with effect; and, therefore; desir-
ed him to return to Sidi Jafar and acquaint the Chief to-morrow night
with the result; that their honour was engaged to IFaris Khan, whom the
Chief would acquaint in the morning with what has passed.

1759 Swurat, Ist March, 1759 (1758-59, S. F. 14)
Offers of The Diwan of Naropant, in command of the fleet at the Bar, and
help Jeswantrao and Krishnajipant, in command of the forces adjacent to
Surat, came this afternoon chiefly to see what was doing, and to endeav-
our to prevail on the Chief to adniit them as partners. But this was
waved in an easy manner; and complaisant letters wrote them, had cau-
tioned them not to think of advancing towards the place; for our people
would certainly fire on any body of men that came too near them.

F.Khan's The Chief this day represented in the strongest terms to Faris Khan
P41 the necessity there was for his partisans to exert themselves, who had

hitherto taken very little notice of him or us.

1759 Surat, Z2nd March, 1759 (1758-59, S. F. 14)
Offers of This morning a rumour was spread that a large body of Maratha
help horse were approaching our first battery, but it only proved a few horsc-
men from their army with an officer to make a fresh tender of their
services, which was repeatedly urged by them and as repeatedly declined
by us, it neither being for our interest nor the interest of the place, which

they would certainly plunder, if once admitted.

F. Khan Late at night Wali-ullah came, agreeable to appointrpcnf, :m,d con-
notwanted firmed to the Chief that Jafar himself, and those of Faris Khan’s par-
as Nawab tisang who invited him up, were rather desirous of secing him Naib and

the nawabship in Achind’s family; and when the Chief urged how little
satisfactory it could be to Faris Khan, after the hopes they and his party
had given him, he urged that the government could better be carried
on for the good of the town this way; and all, any way attached to the
families of the former Governors, were very desirous of having it 50, and
that Faris Khan should be Naib in its full extent.

at, & 59 (1758-59, S. F. 1) ) )

F.Klzlz;if'i Swa’i"h'i}gdmjz){'gggg’ r{j:eivc(d two lotters from er. 'Ersk.me, chiefly cam-

parly plaining of the want of warmth in Fans: Khan’s fr;cnds.d e e of

ings must in a good measure depend on the sue of

FarisB }z<tllgﬁfsp£g§§c1,0§rs' who h?.sghopcs of a gate being ogjenec} )tr];:;
night; and if that miscarrics, it is resolved tyo. act in the best mas

we can for the Company and put him in as I\axli to Achind. .

The Chief had then a meeling with Faris Khan, whose agents

F. Khans ted with Maulji, the sepoy-officer in the Company's pay within
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to open the gate at midnight, which is nearest to the place
Ewl/llse:g \gl‘l;’l' trooI;))s are; bgut he can give no assurance what more people
would join in our favour, as Sidi Jafar and Wali-ullah, in whom he had
placed his greatest hopes, had much deceived him. The Chicf told him
he would propose the thing to the officers directly. . '

The Chief then went to the garden-house, where a council of war gzxymczlof
was held, and where the whole was laid before the officers that compos-
ed it, who were of opinion that with our force it would be imprudent
to accept of the gate offered, unless they could be assured of a stronger
party in favour of Faris Khan than he scemed to have. _

The Chief informs the Board that finding the friends of I'aris Khan, Czlla"gc of
notwithstanding the hope they had given him, made not the least eflort plan
in his behalf, even now that we have been two days in possession of the
Sidi’s bunder and part of the qutward town, but even signified to h1r}1
(the Chief) that through the instances of the women of Safdar Khan's
family, they rather wished Faris Khan to be Naib, and that the nawab-
ship should be continued in the family of Achind, the same is taken into
consideration; and weighing well these circumstances, our expense of
stores and loss of men by casualties of war and desertion, and that a
council of war had declined accepting of a gate of the town that was
offered to be opened in the night, as noticed in our diary, agreed that we
no longer persist in introducing Faris Khan into the Darbar against the
inclinations of his former partisans and the interest of Achind, who in
such a case, being united with the Sidi, might possibly prostrate our
designs, but that we fix him Naib to Achind, agreeable to the permission
in our instructions from the Presidency, and get over Achind to our
party by assuring him of the nawabship. The Chief, therefore, pro-
poses the setting on foot a treaty with Miah Achind, obliging him to
accept of the articles executed with the noble President and Council
of Bombay by Faris Khan, which is unanimously agreed to, and will
answer everything to be wished for the interest of our Hon’ble Masters.

Surat, 4th March, 1759 (1768-59, S. F. 14) 1759

Very early this morning word was brought that the Athwa Gate Azack on
was set open by the people of Maulji; and the Chief ordered Captain Swrat
Watson to get the seamen and possess themselves of it at all events,
and apprise the commanding officer of the military of it, who with the
rest of the Gentlemen of the military most readily consented to march
thither; but left the gate which was shut before our people got thither,
and Maulji joined our troops with near 300 of his sepoys.

This determined the Chief to set on foot the correspondence Ppropos- Message
ed with Achind, whose man coming to the gardens very early this mor- ‘o Ackind
ning with assurances of friendship, etc., the Chief told him the first instance
of it must be setting open the inner gate, sending Mr. Erskine to us, and
accepting of the articles then delivered, or that we should immediately
batter the Darbar about his ears. He went in with the propositions ;
and about ten o’clock Wali-ullah and some other officers of Achind’s
came out with the treaty executed, as entered here after, and advised
us the gate was ready, whenever we chose to enter it, and that the Nawab
was ready to join us with his troops, as soon as we entered, or to afford

any assistance in his power that we were desirous of, to reduce the Sidi
to our terms,
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Treaty with Miah Achind.
drticles.

Ist. That Faris Khan shall be
appointed to the office of Naib in
its greatest extent, as in the time of
Safdar Khan and nobody but him-
self shall interfere in the said post.

2nd. That whatever articles
Faris Khan has given in writing
or promised to the Hon’ble Com-
pany (the particulars of which

cannot be drawn out at present

and must be deferred till we can
meet) shall be fully complied with,
without the least diminution.

3rd. That the Makail! Gate
shall be opened, our troops admit-
ted, and that we shall join our forces
to drive our enemies out of town.

4th. Theabove articles a person

. in your behalf demanded; all which

1759
Entering
{he town

Terms 1o
Sids

T agree toand will comply with; and
the Government shall be continued
to me in full authority, and to the

" 1HE GAIKWADS OF BARODA

[Wrote by the Nawab over each article.

Ist. Agreeable to this article I
fully consent to Faris Khan’s ap-
pointment.

2nd. Whatever Faris Khan has
wrote or promised to do for the
Hon’ble Company, I will stand to
without the least alteration.

" 3rd. The Makai Gate shall be
opened, your troops admitted and
joined by mine to drive out the
enemy.

4th. Agreedto, and that we shall
act jointly in moving our enemies
out of town. Wrote by Kutb-ud-
din: Whatever the Hon'ble Com-
pany have demanded 1 agree to.

above I have put my own seal, and
Mir Kutb-ud-din will sign and seal
thesame, after which you must send
a counterpart of this writing with
the noble Company’s seal affixed.

Surat, 4th March, 1759 (1758-59, S. F. 14) .

The gates being opened accordingly, our troops marched in and took
possession of the inner gate and then, marching by the Darbar, went
through Castle Green, and surrounded the Sidi’s house and quarters.

When our people were marched into town, there came the mes-
sengers, mentioned last night to the Chief at the gardens with a letter
from the Sidi, throwing himself in a good degree on our mercy. How-
ever the Sidi, etc. hoped for some s}ipulations in his favour; but, as the
discussing these points and referring backwards and forwards would
have lost much time, and the Chiefhearing at the same time of the people
being wounded as above, he went into town to settle everything on the
spot as soon as possible, and in the end a paper was given the Sidi urgdcr
the Hon’ble Company’s seal, declaring that hc_t must immediately 'dch\:cr
up the Castle with all the stores and everything else in it, and likewise
the fleet and the stores, bunder, etc. appertaining to it and the tankha;
that he should discharge his people their arrears as speedily as possible
out of his own cficcts and pay all just demands on him; and that in such

1 The map of Surat in the Gazetteer of the Bombay Presidency  gives the Mala
. ~ ~ 3 Yop mf NC . . Y aiae Yo e ” ln"
Bridge. The Gazetteer speaks of the Meocea gate (Gar, Bew. Pres. H, 301,127}
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i ¢, gardens and personal effects should be preserved to him
352\3315 ﬁ?&i\snmgas the S:ﬁd] and principal people should think proper.
This negotiation and planting the proper guards took up till sun-set, o
come time after which Muhammad Yakut’s munshi come 0}1f; with orders ! :{! c";fcd
to Sidi Hilal to deliver up the Castle to us, and about 7 o'clock at night
he marched out with his garrison, being between & apd 600 men, besides
artificers, having assurances they should be permitted to take away
their own proper necessaries the next morning; and both Sidi Ahmad
Khan and Sidi Hilal put themselves under our protection to sccure ’them
from the insults of their enemies in the place; and about cight o'clock
our people marched in and took possession of the Castle; and at 10 the
guards were taken off from the Sidi’s quarters, and the remains qf .}us
people separated, and everything remaimned in the uimost tranquillity,
our Factory, lati, or our dependants not having suflered anything during
the whole course of the troubles, and our people on entering the city,

not being guilty of any irregularity, or molesting the inhabitants in any
shape. o

Surat, 5th March, 1759 (1758-59, S. F. 14) 1759
At sunrise His Britannic Majesty’s colours were hoisted on the Victory
vessels in the river, and this morning the Chief made his entry into town

and went fo the Factory from the gardens, accompanied by the Nawab's ~
sons and the principal officers and inhabitants of the place.

Surat, 8th March, 1759 (1758-59, S. F. 14)

The body of Marathas that have so long hovered about the town ;’Zfa,,m
have this day impeded provisions in the out-parts coming to this place, gaims
on pretence of extraordinary promises made them by Achind and the

Sidi at the time they were tampering to act in concert with us; they

applied to the Chief; but, as they pretended not to have any claims in

respect to us, it will be more prudent that we keep clear of the affair
otherwise than by our good offices and leave Achind to settle with them

as he best can, though he denies having made any promise to them.

They do not impede anything of ours, however the Chief sent an ex-

press to Bombay to procure their removal by an order from their
superiors.

Surat, 22nd March, 1759 (1758-59, S. F., 14)

This day the Marathas took off the impediments put on provisions, 1759

etc. coming into town, in consequence of orders procured from the Hon’ble ff,?c’;ff’ “
President, and they have nearly adjusted their dispute with Achind.  sions

Surat, 27th March, 1759 (1758-59, S. F. 14)

This day the Government settled everything with the bodyv of the 1798
Ma;athas near the fown. They are preplr;};ing %0 march inlan{l. The %g;ﬁkas
Chief had from time to time several meefings with their agents, but did
not interfere in their affairs otherwise than by good offices; and at their
gomng away presents of shawls were made to the principals; which is an
expense that could not be avoided on this particular occasion.
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1759 Surat, 6th June, 1759 (1758-69, S. F. 14)
Extract of accounts.

Presents Presented on the Maratha officers’ visit to the Factory, on making
up aflairs as noticed in our advices to the Presidency : )
Jaswantrao Pawar 2 shawls, 1 kincob ., .. .. 205
Krishnarao 2 » ‘e . o 195
Naropant 2 ., o . . .. 191
Appajirao 2 »” O .. 161
Master of the fleet 2 ., O .. .. 115
Gopaljipant 2 oo e . .. 110
Dameodarpant 2 ., o .. . .. 105
Bakshi of the Pawar 1 »” . . . 50
Kedarjirao 2 . w .- . .ooo20n
Ramachandra Daji 2 T . .. 107

Rs. .. L440

1750 Surat, Sth September, 1787 (1787, S. & P. D. 36)
John Griffith to Rawson Hart Boddam. .
Origin of Surat chauth levied by dlarafhas. T

Surat It appears that Al Nawaz Khan and Miah Achind, the Nawabs

ckanth who succeeded Safdar Khan, regularly paid to the Peshwa and the
Gaikwad one-third of the revenues (which amounted annually to between
sixty and seventy thousand Rupees) until 1759, when the Hon'ble Com-
pany took possession of the Castle; since which time the revenues of Surat
have been divided equally between them, the Nawab and the Marathas.?
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To the Castle: " Rs.
Anklesvar pargana, under the command of Nana, the yearly
dncome ofabout .. .. 0 777 19000
" Temba .pargana, under the command of Damaji, the yearly ’

) .Income of about .. .- .- et .. .. - 8,000
Variav kasbah, under the command of Damaji, the yearly ,
 __ incomeofabout = . .- .. .. .. .. 8,000
Vissow and Couchud villages, under the command of Damaji, ’
the yearly income of about .. e e .. 2,000

30,000

For supporﬁné the feet: - . -
Balesar pargana, under the command " of Damaji, the

vearly income of about .. P . .. 24,000
: T 54,000

1759 Poona, &th Ociober, 1759 (Poona Embassy, 172) ] L
Exiract jrom the Diary written by William Andrew Price, English Am-
bassador to Poona in 1739, ‘ ~

Iniereiem Sent to acquaint Damaji that, if he was at leisure, T would do myself
with the pleasure of waiting npon him. He acquainted me he should be glad
Damzii {o see me t0-morrow.

Waited upon Damaji, who received me in a friendly manner. After
some diccourse I represented to him the depredations the officers of his
fieet had made upon our trade at different times, which I was willing to
believe was without his orders, and therefore hoped he would issue direc-
tions to prevent the like happening in future.” I likewise observed to
him that, as the Hon'ble Company had taken possession of Surat Castle,
there were some revenues annexed to it and for maintaining the fleet,
which lay in the country under his command, concerning which I desir-
ed he wonld issue orders for our people collecting them as heretofore
without obstruction; and as we were now become neighbours and in-
terested in the welfare of the country about Surat, we hoped he would
concur in such methods as would tend to our mutualadvantage, and that
our friendship might daily increase. He desired I would send him
a list of the parganas, and he would give an answer thereto and also in
regard to the fleet. I then took my leave. Sent Damaji a list of the
parganas near Surat under his command, which pay an annual revenue

10 the Castle and for supporting the fleet.

1750 Poona, 15th Oclober, 1759. - ) )
Eaxdract from ihe Diary written by William: Andrew Price, English Am-

bassader to Poona in I759. '
I Damaji sent me the orders I requested him for the parganas or
St districts under his command, paying the usual revenue to Surat Castlz
®"" and for supporting the fleet; likewise an order to the commnnd}ng
oSicer of his own fleet not to molest any vessels trading under the Hon'ble

Company'’s protection.



No. 11 MIAH ACHIND AND THE MARATHAS (17601761) 3

IN this céntes‘c tetween Miah Achind and the Mara:chas‘ th‘e
English wete congiderably inconvenienced by having theit
trade constantly interfered with.

DOCUMENTS

Sur(.tt:: 15th January, 1760 (1759~61, S. F. 15) 1760
Marathas and Miah Achind.

The Marathas: here having some disputes with .Miab g\chind, the Tyouble
Governor! quitted the town and stopped all merchandise, grain, etc, from at Suvat
coming into it.

Surat, I7th Jannary, 1960 (175961, S. F. 15) 1760
Khanderao to the Chief at Surat.

The Chief received a letter from Khanderdo, acquainting him that, Hopeful
on account of the Maratha disputes with the Nawab, money had been message
demanded from the patels and desais of Temba pargana (or district)

in the same manner as the rest. But that he (the Chief) might rest as-
sured that in a few days matters would be settled to his satisfaction.

Surat, 2ith January, 1760 (1759-61, S. F. 15)
Marathas and Mialh Achind. )

1760
. The Chief received a letter from Balajipant, the Maratha chauthia, Letlers in-
informing him that, Achind having injured them in the revenues and other ferchanged

respects, this had obliged him to leave the town and put a stop to merchan-
dise, ctc, coming into it.

The Chicf wrote an answer to the foregoing, acquainting Balajipant
t‘!.mt his quitting the town without previously advising him was not con-
Siii}t;gih\“t};iﬂ;e goodlfr;endﬁhip subsisting between his master and the
2 . That nevertheless he {the Chief) v iates iffe;
rence between the Marathas an ( Ay Ao A A

o d Achind, and for thi sired Bao
Iaji to send some proper people into town iis purpose desired Ha

Surat, 2ith January, 1760 (1759-61 5 ,
- . .l o1 ' . - s R ,‘ '!“”

1 \dxrxc»e being brought that the Marathas had stoppesd v fobe v

1,»2.331;‘."‘"“ coming to town with picce-goods and indigo P bt 2L

g w<h, wrate to Balajipant to release them.
e S

V From oo orole
Governos hiere o

-y
:}‘.‘.C{t’;’; eatry {sen Surat !"{“,Vﬂ)‘ tray, IAN ‘uxu; Hy e
Anes {or the Maratha olonthia, Feteflpeid
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Surat, Hih February, 1760 (1759-61, S. F. 15)
Maratha claims.

The Marathas apprising the Chief that they cannot any longer admit
of the English goods coming into town, and as this will Jay us under great
inconveniences, more especially with respect to their freight on our
Hon'ble Masters’ ship Harcourt, resolved to dispatch the following ad-
dress to the Hon'ble the President and Council. °

Extract from leller.

We must beg leave to observe to Your Honour, ete. that we have
repeatedly oficred our mediation to accommodate matters; but their
demands are so exorbitant that we-cannot with any decency ¥ reason
desire the Nawab to consent to them; for considering the entcrdaching
temper of these people, if one floint is complied with, it will be immedia-
tely followed by another; and in' the end the town will be ruined. We
cannot positively say whether they have any orders from Nana for pro-

_ ceeding in this manner, but rather-think to the contrary, and that their
behaviour is more owing to the avaricious temper of the farmer who wants
to make the most of his rent and at the same time ingratiate himself
with his Master; but from whatever cause it may arise, we greatly fear
it will prevent the merchants from providing their goods in proper time
for the ship’s departure.

In this situation of affairs we desire Your Honour, &ca’s directions
in what manner we are to act. There are now a number of loaded carts
within six miles of the town. If you approve of it, we could join the
Nawab and bring them away by force; but, if this method is not thought
eligible, we shall readily put in execution any orders you may please to
furnish us with, though we beg leave to give it as our opinion that this
being the first time the Marathas have stopped the town since our being
in possession of the Castle and interested in the government of the place,
some resentment being shown at this time may prevent our labouring under
the like embarrassment in future.

P.S. The Marathas demand one-third of the revenues of the town,
which in some respects was never allowed of.

Surat, 23rd February, 1760 (1759-61, S. F. 15)

- 3itak Achind and the Marathas.

The Chief received a message from Achind, informing him that the
Maratha agents were very pressing to go out of town, and that, if eome-
thing was not concluded upon, it must be expected that they would put
a total stop to business and straiten the place more than ever, they having
been put fo an expense in bringing their trynps from abroad. That tEe
circumstances of his affairs did not admit of coming Lo a rupture wik the
Marathas, being in large arrears to his sepoys, who, he was SPPTECEnSTS,
might in such ticklish times revoll, ‘Therefore he propesee wnz ==
Chief’s approbation to compromise 1niters with el é")’ﬂ?j'zt«nari;i{ 75
them a sum out of his private punee, it desired 1% fo“Sh;*;'z‘ ;i{'}fff;;
at least for some time, Jost {le hnowledge ther:ol might, Prajcts ==
afiairs. The Chicf endeavonred o perguade Bt boitt COTITE == 2 <oF
clusion until answers were recefyed to oz SECEESS ;Cf@“ Tt e
President and Council, when we might &8 557 T

1760

Leltsr to
Bombay

Prefroster-
ous claiss

Awaiting
ovders

1760

Achind’s
pyoposale
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Ve - . T '
- with respect to his Troape, e crena consderingall roumstances both
| Wwith re ] ps, ation, of which will i
- : not ad
Coyﬁnﬁ%?%h_a_réd .our own business especially with respectat:)n ltthgfg; Y
urt, 161 consented to Achind terminating matters as he prtl;

... posed.. **
Letters " This evening Achind sendi o N :
Bomb : y A ing the ‘Chief word h i ;
oy glth. the Marathas, dispatched the following addreses liidﬂfimls-;led’b?ﬂam
resident and Council as follows: i) e Hon’ble the

a%g%; 14th“‘;eizuadlcliressed Your .Honogr, etc. the 17th instant, and that. of the
Vo il S owdyou the impediments we thén’ laboured under from the
Somathas 111(11pe Ing our goods from coming into town; which we judged

ik ard the dispatch of our Hon’ble. Masters’ ship Harcourt, but
we have the pleasure,to inform yow:fhat all hindrances are now taken
_Oﬂ' and we hope to be able-to send her in a very proper time.

S . . VLT
1760 Surai, 27th February, 1759 (175961 g
~ Bombay orders. 7 ( S S 19 R B
Warlike As you represent that you labour under great irnpedhnénté’fn'lading

advice !:hfe Harcourt’s freight for Mocha from the Marathas having positively
informed you that they cannot admit of the goods, interided for her,
passing into town, till they have settled their affairs with the Govern-
ment, we dispatch this per pattemar express to direct that you send proper
people, to acquaint the Marathas that you are ready to mediate any
difference between them and the Government, and to declare to them
that you cannot allow of their stopping any of the Hon’ble Company’s
goods,: and if they should persist therein, you are to order a sufficient
force in conjunction with the Government’s troops to escort them into

town, and to oppose any who may attempt to impede them.

1760 Surat, 28th February, 1760 (1759-61, 5. F. 15)
Instructions to Capiain Daniel Inchbird in command of the Fox Kelch.

. Having received advices that some troops belonging to Damaji

and the are gone'against Sultanpur, which had obliged the inhabitants with their

Kolis families and effects to retire to their boats to the Bar, you are, therpfore,
directed, wind and weather permitting, to weigh afichor in compahy of

the Tanka Grab, Squirrel, Badger, Hawk, Lively’s prize, Swallow and Fly -~

Gallivats to proceed off that place, when you are to take, sink, burn or

destroy all vessels you shall find there.

Damaji

-

Instructions to Captain Henry William Bally. . .

Having come to a resolution of sending the Hon ble Company’s
cruisers to Sultanpur to endeavour the destruction of 'the Koli boats,
which we are informed are laying at the Bar with most of their efiects, on
account of their country being invaded by some troops belonging to Damajt,
we have accordingly ordered a detachment of military, artillery f.mfl
sepoys to be embarked on the several vessels employed on this service,
and thought proper to appoint you to the command thereof. \t'ﬁu ..m.
to repair on board the Fox, Captain Daniel Inchbird, whom you are to

2id and assist with such people as he may want.






1761

Damaji's
ship
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has sent several times to demand them, they refuse to deliver them up;
it 1s, therefore, resolved to send a party of sepoys to bring them away,
unless the Marathas agree to pay their fill value.

Bombay, 4th April, 1761 (1761, P. D. Let} to Court of Dir. 8)

Bombay to the Court of Directors. : ,
Your servants at Surat having seized a gallivat belonging to Damaj,

which ‘drove ashore at Suvali in November last, Khanderao, who is his

agent, applied for her release; when the President acquainted him he would

consent thereto, if he would make satisfaction for our vessels taken by the

" boats belonging to Bilimora and be security for their peaceable behaviour

in future; but no answer being returned, and the superinte:dent having
reported that she would make a good cruiser, when repaired, we on the
3rd February condemned her and ordered her to be refitted on Your Hon-

... ours’ account. .



